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INDIA AND MYANMAR NEED TO STAND
TOGETHER TO COUNTER TERRORISM
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Terrorism is a major issue affecting the world today. It is a serious problem which along with
causing loss of life and property also has a very negative impact on development. India's
north eastern region has been facing the brunt of this menacing issue for the past many years.
Being from the north east myself, I've first hand seen the ugly truth behind terrorism. I know
how it obstructs the day to day life of the common people and takes the region many years
backwards in terms of progress. The people of north east have had enough! What they want is
a peaceful environment, development, and opportunities for prosperity. However, India
might not be able to do it alone and it will need the support of its neighbors, such as Myanmar,
in this fight.
The recent incident, where a terrorist outfit attacked an Indian convoy, killed 18 soldiers, and
then crossed the border to hide in Myanmar, highlights the importance of cooperation
between these two nations in order to deal with terrorists. India and Myanmar must stand
together to counter terrorism in the region. Both these countries already have a mutual
understanding in the form of a "Hot Pursuit" agreement. As per this agreement, both
countries can cross the border if they get inputs regarding any terrorist activity and are
allowed to carry out operations in the land of the other country.
This understanding needs to be further strengthened if we are to uproot the problem of
terrorism completely from this region. Both India and Myanmar are developing nations that
need to focus on progress and development. In order to achieve our progress objectives, we
need to create an environment that is peaceful and conducive to business. We need stability in
the region in order to attract foreign investments and for enabling the local businesses to
flourish.
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The Seventh Indo-Myanmar Regional Border Committee meet took place in Imphal from 610 July, 2015. The meeting was led by top military commanders from both the countries and
was aimed at enhancing existing mutual cooperation and confidence building between the
personnel of both the armies deployed along the International Border. Indian Army also
discussed the proposed plans of training Myanmar Army and Myanmar Police Force in their
capacity building. Another important meeting took place on July 16 between the foreign
ministers of the country in New Delhi. After the meeting India announced that it will help
Myanmar in modernizing its army and also in building a navy.
The visit of Myanmar's foreign minister U Wunna Maung Lwin came after the Indian raid on
terrorists in Myanmar's territory. Mr. Lwin met Indian foreign minister Mrs. Sushma Swaraj.
During this meeting the need for enhancing the cooperation between the security forces of
the two countries was emphasized. Both these ministers also agreed to send a joint
delegation to Nagaland. This delegation will comprise of senior officials from both sides and
it is aimed at understanding the ground situation in the region better. It can be seen as a sign
that both nations want to develop a deeper understanding and curtail all gaps in political
engagement. Such shows of mutual respect and increased cooperation will go a long way in
countering terror and in the long run it will prove greatly economically beneficial for both the
countries.

-

Ranjit Barthakur, Founding Chairman, Myanmar Matters
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MYANMAR'S TEN FLOWERS
Myanmar is a country with a very rich cultural heritage. Numerous wonderful traditional arts
have flourished in this beautiful nation in the past and many of those are still in existence and
practiced widely. The beauty of this culture has been enhanced manifold by its willingness to
assimilate and adapt to different cultures and arts during its long and colorful history. Among
the various arts and crafts that are practiced in Myanmar, there are ten arts which have a
special place in the culture of this country. These traditional arts have been passed on from
one generation to the next for the past many centuries and they have managed to survive even
till today. These ten special arts are referred to poetically as Myanmar's ten flowers and they
are as follows:

Panbe – Art of the Blacksmith:
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· This is the art of forging iron in a furnace
and using specialized tools for creating
various kinds of items from it. In English
language, this art is known as the art of the
blacksmith.
· In Myanmar this art emerged in the 11th
century A.D., which is also known as the
early Bagan period.
· By the mid Bagan Inwa and Yadanapon
period, this art had improved and
enhanced considerably.
· In the Yadanapon period, Myanmar's Panbe art had become quite famous and even
today it is quite famous in South East Asia for its special artistry.

Panbu – Art of Making Designs in Wood:
· Panbu is a branch of sculpture wherein
figures and designs are made using wood
and ivory.
· The origins of this art in Myanmar can be
traced back even before the Bagan era
began. Significant strides of improvement
were made during the Bagan period and
this art continued improving as the time
progressed.
· Most of the figures and designs made using
the Panbu art are related to Buddhism.
Many practicing artists survive even today and wooden sculptures can easily be found
in shops.
· People interested in seeing the wood sculptures of older periods may visit
Shwezigone Pagoda at Nyaung-U; Shwe-inpin Monastery, Mandalay; and Bargayar
Monastery, Inwa.
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Pantain – Art of Goldsmith and Silversmith:
· This is the art which is known in English as the
art of goldsmith and silversmith.
· In older times, silver was used in Myanmar for
making various kinds of utensils while gold
was used for making ornaments.
· Pantain artists have been creating silverware
for the past one thousand two hundred years,
and the quality of the utensils even in those old
times was truly exceptional.
· The people of Myanmar can be truly proud of
their rich heritage and superior workmanship in this area.

Pantin – Art of Making Utensils from Metals:
· Pantin is the art of taking metals such as copper, bronze, or brass
and changing them into useful utensils.
· This art emerged in Myanmar before Bagan period and was
improved upon during the Bagan and Inwa periods.
· The bells used in pagodas, gongs, and cowbells made using the
Pantin art are popular souvenirs which foreign tourists like to take
back with them.

Pantaut – Art of Creating Designs and Figures from Stucco:
· A Pantaut artisan is someone who is skilled in using
stucco to create floral designs and figures such as lions
and dragons.
· The people of Myanmar started practicing this art even
before the Bagan period and kept improving on it in
the Bagan, Inwa, Amarapura, and Yadanapon eras.
· Me Nu's brick monastery at Inwa is a stellar example
of Myanmar's exceptional Pantaut workmanship.

Panyan – Art of Bricklaying and Masonry:
· Panyan is the art of bricklaying and masonry.
· This one art that Myanmar can be really proud of
as the buildings built in this country during the
Bagan era are considered much superior amongst
all historical periods.
· The buildings built during this period are
astounding due to their solidity, magnificence,
enormity, and elaborate adornments.
· The masonry of mid Amarapura period is also considered quite exquisite in its own
right.
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Pantamault – Art of Stone Sculpting:
· This is the art of sculpting with stone and Myanmar's history is rich
with stellar examples of Pantamault art.
· Traditionally the artisans in this country make images of Buddha,
pillars, flag poles, tables, and animal figures such as elephants and
deer.
· Even today this art form is very popular and widely practiced
throughout Myanmar.
· The city of Mandalay holds the most Pantamault studios but
workshops are held in Yangon and many other cities as well.
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Panpoot – Art of Turning Wood in Lathe:
· The history of Panpoot art in Myanmar can be traced
th
back to 8 century A.D.
· This art involves crafting wooden utensils by turning
wood in lathe.
· Umbrella shafts, table legs, bed legs, posts for railings
and pavilions, food containers, bowls, and boxes are
some of the common items made using this craft.
· The art of turning designs on the lathe gives a unique and interesting shape and design
to the items which are well liked by people all over the world.
Panchi – Art of Painting:
· Panchi is the art of painting and Myanmar's history is
rich with gorgeous illustrations of this splendid art
form.
· The Myanmar's Panchi artists traditionally paint
sceneries, objects, figures of humans and animals,
and even cartoons.
· The Konbaung period of Myanmar history has
presented the world with the most number of
paintings. The paintings made during this era were
also more colorful and lively as compared to other
periods.
Panyun – Art of Making Lacquerware:
· This is the art of making lacquerware using bamboo,
wood, and a special kind of varnish.
· The traditional style followed by Panyun artists was
derived from the stories about Buddha's life.
· In Myanmar's history, the emergence of this art can
th
be traced back to 11 Century A.D.
· Bagan is considered as the home of this craft and
many of the Panyun lacquerware is considered
invaluable due to its artistry and historical significance.
Besides the above mentioned “Ten Flowers” Myanmar also has a rich history of many other
arts which include pottery, tapestry, mosaic, lapidary, silk weaving, wall painting, and gold
foil making.
7

Vol 12: June-July 2015

KFC OPENS FIRST EVER US FAST
FOOD OUTLET IN MYANMAR
Myanmar is all set to get its first taste of American food as KFC opened its first outlet in
Yangon on 30th June. Though Myanmar already has some of its own local brands such as
Marrybrown and Loiterra, KFC is the first international player to enter the market. Yoma
Strategic Holdings is the local KFC franchise owner and it already has plans for opening up
many more outlets in the city before this year ends. As more foreign players enter the market,
they are going to bring more money and jobs with them which will certainly benefit the
locals. Being the country's largest city with a population of over five million, Yangon does
seem to be the perfect location and Yoma Strategic's goal of opening up several outlets here
seems to be very much achievable.
According to Mr. JR Ching, Yoma Strategic's chief financial officer and managing director of
KFC Myanmar, building the supply chain to international standards was the biggest
challenge faced by them. They did not want to outsource and wanted to get as many products
as possible from within Myanmar itself. All of the chicken being used by them comes from
within Myanmar itself. KFC did not give them any special treatment or exemptions and held
up to the same rigid quality standards that it maintains all over the world. Maintaining such
stringent quality control might be posing some problems for Yoma Strategic Holdings at the
moment but in the long term it is going to prove greatly beneficial both for them and for the
people of Myanmar.
By focusing on increasing brand awareness, maintaining highest possible quality of products
and putting in work to create a world class ambience within its restaurants, Yoma Strategic is
trying to rise above and separate itself from other local Myanmar brands. After KFC, other
global restaurant chains are expected to enter Myanmar soon and that will provide a lot of
high quality options to the people of Myanmar.
8
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UNFINISHED JADEITE ROCK WITH FINISHED JADE BUDDHA STATUE

ND
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FROM THE 52 JADE EMPORIUM
Jade Emporium is a popular annual event held in the Myanmar's city of Nay Pyi Taw every
year. Each year this event attracts thousands of locals and foreigners from different parts of
th
th
the world. The 13 day emporium opened this year on 24 June and it continued till 6 July. At
the emporium raw jade, gems, jewelry, and sculptures are put up for sale and the visitors bid
in order to take home their favorite items. Traders from China, Hong Kong, Thailand and
Japan are usually invited to attend this function.
The Chinese often form the biggest lot of traders and they bid heavily on Jade. The biggest
interest of the Chinese merchants is in a specific type of jade called jadeite. In China it is
believed that this gem can ward off evil spirits and has a beneficial effect on health. As a result
there is always a high demand for this gem in the Chinese market. Up to 90 percent of the
world's jadeite is mined in the northern regions of Myanmar and that is the main reason
behind the Jade Emporium attracting such large number of Chinese merchants.
This year, however, saw a decline in sales as compared to last year's Jade Emporium where
2.6 billion euro worth of gems were sold. It is being speculated that sales slump in the
Chinese market over the last two years is the main reason for low sales at this year's
emporium. The Chinese usually take an aggressive approach while bidding for jade at the
event, but this year they have taken a conservative approach and that has brought the prices
down. Highest reserve price of the Jade stones has also fallen down at this year's emporium.

9
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DWINDLING SUPPLIES FROM
MYANMAR MAKE TIN MARKET
GO BULLISH

FOREIGN BREWERS FIGHT TO
CAPTURE MYANMAR'S BEER MARKET
Among the latest entrants in Myanmar's newly opened
market are the two European beer giants Carlsberg and
Heineken. Myanmar is home to over 53 million people and
out of this huge population 80 percent of the adults in this
country are beer drinkers. As per statistics, the beers sales in
the country are showing an upward trend with a 14 percent
increase in beer sales between the years 2009 to 2013. The
value of beer sales in the year 2013 was estimated to be $ 265
million and this number is expected to increase up to $ 673
million by 2018.
Carlsberg opened its $ 75 million brewery in May and has
partnered with Myanmar Golden Star Breweries in an
attempt to build a strong sales network. Heineken is in the
process of opening up a $ 60 million brewery before the end
of July and it has partnered with Alliance Brewery Co. Ltd. in
order to build a solid presence in the Myanmar market. As
both these foreign brewers start their attempts at capturing
Myanmar's beer market, the country may well be seeing an
epic battle being fought between the two European brands.
In last few years, both these brands have seen a fall in the beer
sales and revenues within their home markets. As a result,
they are seeking to explore and harness the latent potential in
other parts of the world. As Myanmar embraces
consumerism, its middle class is expected to double by 2020
thus making this an opportune time to enter its market.
Heineken might have a slight advantage in this battle as it has
already done this in the past in Vietnam. Whether Heineken
will be able to repeat its success in Myanmar or will it be
trumped by Copenhagen-based Carlsberg is yet to be seen.
10

After being secluded and shut down for
the rest of the world for almost 60 years,
Myanmar has now opened up its gates.
The effects of its transition, which started
in 2011, have already started to show and
it has become apparent that this country is
slowly getting ready to play a leading role
in a variety of areas. Tin market has been
one of the first to feel its impact in April
this year as tin prices took a major dip.
The main reason for this price drop was
the huge increase in supply of tin from
Myanmar to China. The magnitude of the
impact of this transaction can be seen
from the fact that tin prices dropped a
huge 22% from the beginning of the year.
Now, as tin supplies start dwindling from
Myanmar, it is once again having a
profound effect on the tin prices all over
the world. Only this time, the prices are
moving in the opposite direction and tin is
getting pricier. May imports of China
from Myanmar are down 35 percent from
April. This is an indicative of the fact that
the peak has already been seen and it will
probably be a downwards trend from now
on. Apart from depleted supply from
Myanmar, Indonesia's new rules aimed at
curbing exports have played a major role
in this upward price trend. These factors
have created ideal market conditions for
bulls that have been patiently waiting for
tin prices to appreciate for quite some
time.
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STARWOOD HOTELS TO ENTER MYANMAR
WITH SHERATON YANGON
Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide Inc. has made a debut in Myanmar market with the
signing of Sheraton Yangon Hotel. Located in the Tamwe Township, near Kandawgyi Lake,
the Sheraton Yangon Hotel will feature 375 rooms. Other property offerings will include a
spa, three dining venues, and recreation facilities ranging from a swimming pool to a fitness
center. There will also be a function space totaling 1,880 square meters for meetings,
weddings and functions. The hotel will be developed and owned by local firm Family
Business Group Hotel Limited.
Recently, several international hotel brands have entered Myanmar as this nation saw a
marked increase in tourist traffic after a semi-civilian government came to power in 2011.
France's Accor, US-based Best Western and Hilton, and Swiss luxury chain Kempinski have
already launched properties, while Wyndham and Meliá have recently concluded property
deals. As per the Directorate of Investment and Company Administration, Myanmar's hotel
and tourism sector received $ 357.94 million in foreign investments 2014-15.
In April, the first month of the current 2015-16 fiscal year, the sector received $ 50.75 million
in foreign direct investments (FDI). Mr. Lothar Pehl, senior vice president, Operation and
Global Initiatives, Starwood Hotels & Resorts Asia Pacific said that he sees enormous
potential for quick growth in Myanmar's market and he is very happy to be a part of the
process.
Mr. Lothar Pehl further stated that the signing reflects the group's push to expand Sheraton's
global portfolio through strategic partnerships with owners and developers in mature and
emerging markets. The move brings brand's Asia-Pacific portfolio to 73 hotels and 37
resorts.
11
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FPT CORP MAKES MYANMAR AN
IMPORTANT PART OF ITS GLOBAL
INVESTMENT PLAN
FPT Corporation is Vietnam's leading tech company which has
plans of expanding its reach further into other countries of the
world. This company has been present in Myanmar since 2013
and now it has been successful in becoming the first foreign
company to be allowed to provide telecom services in the
nation. Myanmar's information and communications
technology ministry has been granted the Network Facilities
Service-Individual telecommunications service license
th
[NFS(I)] to FPT Corp. This license took effect from July 6 and
it is valid for the duration of 15 years. The senior officials from
MR. TRUONG GIA BINH - CHAIRMAN
the company state that Myanmar is an important part of the
AND CEO OF FPT CORPORATION
company's global investment plan. The NFS(I) license, has provided FPT access to a huge
market of over 56 million people. It will allow this tech giant to set up its infrastructure
throughout the country and enable it to provide fixed line telecoms, internet services and
other value added services to its consumers in Myanmar.
Being the only foreign company to be granted the permission to provide such services, FPT
Corp. will not have to face any other foreign players though it will have to compete with the
six local companies which are already operating in the country. The company already has a
significant amount of experience of providing telecom services in Vietnam and Cambodia
and it is very happy to have been trusted and presented the opportunity to be able to do the
same in Myanmar. FPT Corp. is quite confident that its expertise and experience will enable
it to do quite well in Myanmar especially as now the obstacles in relation to Internet line
quality and bandwidth have been eliminated. The company has plans to invest in the
betterment of the telecoms infrastructure in Myanmar and hopes that it will be able to pave
the way for the application of Information Technology to enterprises and government
management.
There is no doubt about the fact that Myanmar market has huge potential and FPT seems to
be all set to tap into this potential. With a booming economy that is expected to grow a
staggering four times at the rate of 9.5 percent annually by 2030, FPT considers Myanmar as
Southeast Asia's fastest growing market. Three years ago, only one percent of Myanmar's
population had access to internet. Today that figure has grown to 25 percent which shows the
astonishing rate at which the telecom sector is growing here. By investing in such a booming
telecom industry of this nation FPT hopes to obtain sweet rewards in recent future.
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MYANMAR CENTRAL BANK URGES
GOVT TO ECONOMIZE ON DOLLAR USE
The Central Bank of Myanmar is
urging government organizations to
only use kyat payments to reduce US
dollar demand and prevent
dollarization of the economy. As per a
report published in Myanmar Times,
the Foreign Exchange Management
Department of the bank last week
announced that the only kyat should be
used in domestic payments at national,
regional and state-level organizations.
The document aiming to prevent
widespread government use of the
dollar was one of several measures put
out by the central bank on May 29.
A separate document also limited US
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dollar withdrawals from a domestic
bank account to $ 10,000 a week for all people or institutions except for a few bodies such as
international NGOs, embassies and United Nations organizations. The kyat has lost about
6% against the dollar so far this year, according to the bank's official reference rate. If the
market rate is used for calculations, the depreciation of the kyat is closer to 10%. Several
different government departments have been known to demand payments in US dollars from
local companies.
Sailors or car importers must often make their tax payments to government accounts in US
dollars rather than kyat, for instance. While government use of the greenback has been
tapering off from 2011, many hotels, restaurants and jewelry shops still list their prices in US
dollars. Business people say it is important to preserve use of the US dollar at private
businesses. Some shop owners find the use of kyat inconvenient as when transactions get
expensive a large mass of notes is required. Some other businesses prefer kyat payments, but
have to give in to customer demand.
13
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E-COMMERCE IS ON THE RISE
IN MYANMAR
While online shopping has become a way of life for most people all over the world, for the
residents of Myanmar it's still a new concept. Bad internet connectivity and exorbitant costs
had hindered the growth of E-commerce in the past. But now as these obstacles are being
removed, the people of Myanmar have started catching up with the rest of the world. As
internet speeds continue to improve, many companies are entering the online retailing
segment hoping to cash in on this new opportunity. However, things are not simple or easy for
online stores in Myanmar at the moment.
The biggest obstacle that these stores have to face stems from the basic mindset of the
consumers in this country. The people of Myanmar want to see the products with their own
eyes and touch them with their own hands before making a purchase. Trusting online stores
does not come easy to them. This hesitancy is understandable considering they haven't had
much exposure to the online world. However, things are expected to change gradually with
time as they have in other countries and this expectation is already creating a lot of
competition in the field which until recently didn't even exist.
Zaw Gyi Mart is one of the oldest online stores in Myanmar and it has been around for a
period of two years. This store offers a huge amount of products to its customers, supplies
them without any extra delivery charge in the Yangon area, and provides exchange of
defective products that are in warranty. The fact that this online store has only had 10,000
customers till now says a lot about how sluggish this industry has been in this part of the
world. It is true that e-commerce will definitely grow in Myanmar as access to internet
services spreads and more people learn how to use it but the online stores of Myanmar have to
face some other challenges as well.
14
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One of the major problems is in the area of logistics as many of the goods sold by online stores
are not stored in the country but are outsourced from other nations. This increases the
turnaround time for product delivery and makes the transaction less convenient for the
consumers. Additionally, it also increases the transportation costs and may make selling
certain products uneconomical for the stores. Another major issue is that Myanmar is largely
a cash society and not many people use plastic money here. Facilities such as credit cards and
online secure payments are slowly emerging but it can be a while before their usage becomes
common. E-commerce is no rocket science but it does require the users to have some basic
knowledge and the people of Myanmar are still in the process of gaining and understanding
that knowledge.
E-commerce industry in Myanmar might be a bit sluggish at the moment but it is certainly
showing an upwards trend. Yangon Online Store makes about five sales per day and the
Myanmar Online Store receives about 5000 to 10,000 monthly visitors. Myanmar's
promising economy has also attracted some foreign investors who are backing some of the Ecommerce firms operating in the country. An example of this is Rocket Internet's Myanmar
vehicle marketplace Motors.com.mm which is getting a huge viewership and registering
close to 160,000 visitors per month.
Motors.com.mm has also launched a mobile application which has been installed more than
35,000 times. This is indicative of the fact that Myanmar's E-commerce industry might still
be in its early stages but it is certainly moving in the right direction. Myanmar is seen as the
least developed market in Asia on certain counts but no one can contest that fact that it has a
huge potential for growth. The government is doing its bit by providing internet and
smartphone access to its residents and creating more job opportunities. As the job
opportunities continue to rise, more and more people will get busy with their work and as a
consequence they will start making use of E-commerce in order to save their valuable time.
15
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NGO'S ATTEMPT TO CURB DENGUE
IN THAI-MYANMAR BORDER
REFUGEE CAMPS

COMPETITION IN THE TELECOMS
SECTOR WILL RESULT IN PRICE CUTS
Myanma Posts and Telecommunications (MPT) is a state
owned enterprise that works under the supervision of
Ministry of Communications and Information Technology.
Until the year 2013, MPT was the country's only
telecommunications operator. The monopoly enjoyed by
MPT enabled it to set prices as per its own convenience but
things changed after other players entered the
telecommunications sector. Telenor and Ooredoo are the
other two telecom operators operating in the country. The
competition brought in by these two companies will prove to
be beneficial for the customers as it will lead to lower prices
and better services.
Calling prices of both Telenor and Ooredoo are presently
lower than those of MPT. Additionally, these two companies
also offer bundle deals with diverse amounts of internet and
calling packages which result in financial benefits for the
customers. As a result of this competition from these two
new telecom entrants, MPT too has been forced to consider
pricing cuts. The company hasn't yet declared the exact
amount of pricing cuts that it will make but it has made clear
that cuts will be made as it wants to please and satisfy its
customers.
MPT also has plans to open up more shops in Yangon and
Mandalay so as to provide better and a wider range of
services. At these shops, customers will be able to buy SIM
cards and top-up cards and along with that they can also
apply for fixed-line internet services. The shops will also
handle customer complaints and help them to replace lost or
stolen numbers. MPT is also working on improving the level
of its services by replacing missing or lost SIM cards in a
single day.
16

The beginning of the regional rainy
season has brought along with it an
increase in the dengue fever cases along
the Thai-Myanmar border. The condition
is particularly bad in the border town of
Mae Sot where a large number of patients
are turning in to Mae Tao Clinic for
treatment. Health officials working at the
clinic state that they have seen a marked
increase in dengue cases since the
beginning of June. As per the clinic's
community health department, this June
has brought along more dengue cases as
compared to last year. This year, health
workers at the Mae Sot Clinic have
already seen 71 dengue cases.
The health workers working at the
refugee camps have also seen an increase
in the dengue cases. Many of the affected
are young children below the age of 15
and as most of the parents are illiterate
many times they are not even able to
recognize the illness in their children
until it is too late. International
organizations such as PU-AMI are trying
to help those already infected and also to
prevent the further spread of dengue in
the region. Fever, body pain, muscle and
joint pain, and a rash are the common
symptoms of dengue. NGO's are
attempting to educate the people about
these symptoms so that timely treatment
can be provided to the patients.

REFUGEE CAMPS IN MAE SOT
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MYANMAR SUPPORTS INDIA'S STAND
AGAINST TERROR
India's recent attack on rebel camps inside Myanmar has received wide coverage and has
been a topic of discussion all over the world. This attack came as an aftermath of terrorist
attack on Indian army wherein 20 soldiers were in an ambush on a troop convoy. This was the
first incident in history when Indian soldiers crossed the line of control in order to get back at
terrorists. Fortunately, the much publicized army operation has had no effect on the friendly
and mutually respectful Indo-Myanmar relations. In fact, Myanmar government has stated
that it firmly stands alongside India in its fight against terror.
Myanmar agrees with India on safeguarding the border between the two countries so that
Indian North Eastern insurgents are not able to carry out their terrorist activities from across
the border. During national security adviser Mr. Ajit Doval's recent visit to Myanmar, the
officials have showed willingness to cooperate with India for further military operations
against rebel outfits such as PLA, KYKL, and UNLF who have set up camps in Myanmar
across the border with Nagaland and Manipur. By doing so, Myanmar has stressed upon the
fact that it wants to remain a peaceful and friendly neighbor who will not allow its territory to
be used for anti-Indian activities.
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WORKPLACE SAFETY IS A CAUSE OF
CONCERN
As Myanmar gears up for progress, it will have to tackle a lot of issues if it is to catch up with
its neighbors in terms of development and living standards. Workplace safety is one such
issue that has been a major cause of concern for long and still continues to be so. One such
recent incident took place on June 20th, where the scaffolding gave way at a Mandalay hotel
construction site resulting in the loss of two lives. Eighteen more people were seriously
injured as well. This is not an isolated incident as occurrence of accidents at construction
sites is common throughout the country due to which people are killed and injuries are
caused on a regular basis. Most such accidents are a result of an outdated regulatory
framework for workplace safety which is desperately in need of an upgrade.
The root cause of the problem lies in the fact that there is no specific law that businesses have
to follow. The procedures to be followed with regards to workplace safety are left entirely up
to individual businesses. While awareness is spreading in this area, actual safety standards
that are followed vary largely from site to site. Unless there is a specific law in place, things
can't be expected to improve much as one can't rely entirely on businesses to carry out
reforms on their own. Most developers simply opt to pay the workers as accidents occur
rather than investing on preventing such incidents from occurring in the first place. Current
guidelines on safe work environments to a great extent depend on the 1951 Factory Act
which leaves much to be desired.
17
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The government does
understand this situation
and ministries of labor and
construction have been
working on drafting
“Health and Safety in the
Workplace” law since 2012.
The progress on this law has
been snail paced and even
after close to four years, it
has not yet been submitted
to the parliament. One
major reason for this delay
is that there is no dedicated
organization in Myanmar to
collect data on workplace
injury incidents. If
government has such data in
hand it can then analyze it
and work out procedures for BURMESE CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
improving workplace safety incidents. Hopefully, the recent Mandalay incident will stress
the importance of a new workplace safety law and that in turn will speed up the progress of its
drafting and being presented in the parliament.

BRANDTONE EYES MYANMAR AS ITS
NEXT MARKET
Brandtone is a Dublin based digital marketing company worth €100m. The company is
known for marketing big brands such as Pepsi and Kelloggs in the developing countries.
Now this digital marketing giant is eyeing Myanmar as its next market. Recently, Brandtone
successfully completed € 18.5 million
fundraising in order to expand its
operations into Myanmar and some other
countries. It is also working on expanding
its client base which until now mostly
consists of consumer goods companies.
The company is now making efforts to add
financial, agrichemical and healthcare
companies to its client base.
IMAGE: WWW.BFK.IE
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TRAVEL COMPANIES IN MYANMAR
TAKING A JOURNEY OF THEIR OWN
The traditional business model that they have been following for decades is not working for
travel and tourism companies in Myanmar anymore. As telecommunication sector is
improving and internet is becoming readily available to the people of Myanmar, local tours
and travel companies are finding it hard to compete with the websites offering online
bookings. Most of these websites are foreign owned, and they are making a huge dent into the
market share of local companies. Foreigners prefer booking online in advance as they do not
like relying on local tour and travel companies.
The huge discounts provided by the websites are a big factor responsible for this paradigm
shift. Hotels are more willing to give higher discounts to websites as they provide a much
higher volume of business. They are reluctant in offering similar discounts to local travel
agencies and sometimes the difference in price can go as high as 40 percent. A major cause of
concern for the tour and travel agencies located in Myanmar is that the cost of
accommodation and other related services here is surprisingly higher than the neighboring
countries such as India and Thailand. Most tourists have become accustomed to inexpensive
hotel stays in south Asian countries and the higher prices in Myanmar come as an unpleasant
surprise to them.
The price of accommodation and food in Myanmar is comparable to that of a developed
country like Japan. That is why most people who visit Myanmar try to cut down the costs as
much as possible by checking out the different options online. Some of the local travel
companies have built somewhat of a reputation for themselves by being in business for years.
These companies might be able to withstand the competition from foreign websites but for
the new companies it has become very difficult to survive.
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A STILL FROM “THE LOOK OF SILENCE” PHOTO: www.npr.org

AUNG SAN SUU KYI PRIZE AWARDED TO
TOUCHING THE FIRE DOCUMENTARY
The Human Rights Human Dignity International Film Festival (HRHDIFF) was established
in the year 2013 in order to encourage film and documentary makers and to acknowledge and
honor excellence in this field. In its inaugural year and the subsequent year 2014 it
showcased over 120 films. This year, it has already shown more than 70 films and has also
given away awards to talented film makers. The event was organized from June 15 to June 19
and a total of seven awards were given away.
The Aung San Suu Kyi Prize is considered as the most prestigious HRHDIFF award and this
year it was awarded to a documentary named 'Touching the Fire'. This documentary was
produced by Human Rights Foundation of Monland (HURFOM) and directed by Min Than
Oo. It was one of the 10 documentaries shown at the festival this year and it dealt in-depth
with the difference between the opinion of general people and the views of the government
with regards to a coal-fired power plant project proposed by a company named Toyo Thai.
Other films which were successful in bagging awards this year include:
1. The Look of Silence by Joshua Oppenheimer which won the Aung San Suu Kyi
Award for the best international documentary
2. I Wanna Go to School by Nyan Kyal Say, which won the March 13 Award for best
national animation
3. Wellgyi by Thu Thu Swe Thein, Htet Aung San, and Kam Khan Sing, which won the
Peter Wintonick Award for the best national student film
4. The Buffalo Boy by Mai Ah Nway, which won the Min Ko Naing and Hantharwaddy
U Win Tin Award for the best national short film
5. Across by Phyo Zayar Kyaw, Pyae Zaw Phyo and Kaung Sint, which won the Vaclav
Havel Library Award for the best national documentary film
20
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INDIAN OIL WILL INVEST
RS 1500 CRORE IN NORTH
EAST
Indian Oil Corporation, a public sector
undertaking, has announced its plans to
put in Rs. 1500 crore in the North East.
Most of this money will be spent on
ramping up storage though some of it will
also be utilized on strengthening other
divisions such as retail. The money will be
invested over the period of three to four
years. Indian Oil-AOD is the company's
North East division and it has already
begun looking for land to set up storage
facilities in Assam, Mizoram, and
Tripura.
The company feels that the unfriendly
terrain and the other geographical
disadvantages of the region make life
difficult for people living here especially
in the event of a natural disaster. Indian
Oil-AOD believes that by increasing the
storage of petroleum and LPG in the
region such problems will be mitigated.
Out of the total Rs. 1500 crore, Rs. 1,250
crore will be utilized to build up
additional storage facilities for petrol,
diesel and kerosene. Rs. 150 crore will be
spent on increasing LPG storage and Rs.
50 crore will be invested on increasing the
number of retail outlets.

GOVERNMENT TO INVEST
RS 100,000 CRORE FOR ROAD
NETWORK IN NE
The Government of India has initiated plans to contribute
one lakh crore rupees towards the improvement of road
network in the entire north-eastern region. This money will
be invested over a period of five years and the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways has already begun to hold
workshops for all the stakeholders. The first workshop took
place in Guwahati, Assam on June 30 and it was inaugurated
by Mr. Nitin Gadkari who holds the position of Union
Minister for Road Transport and Highways. Through such
workshops, Mr. Gadkari aims to seek the support of all the
state governments involved as well as engage technocrats,
contractors, and skilled laborers etc. so that this plan can be
speedily and successfully implemented.
The workshop was also attended by some of the prominent
regional political leaders including Meghalaya Chief
Minister Mr. Mukul Sangma, Union Ministers Mr.
Sarbananda Sonowal and Mr. Kiren Rijiju and the PWD
Ministers of Assam and Tripura. Active cooperation of all the
North-Eastern states is essential for the success of this
venture as the land will have to be provided by them and the
central government is doing everything in its power to obtain
their support. The Centre has also decided to lay stress on
water transport, which is the cheapest mode of transport and
yet extremely important from the Northeastern point of view
which is connected with the mainland by only a narrow strip
of land.
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RS.5000 CRORE PROJECT FOR
NORTHEAST'S TELECOM
INFRASTRUCTURE TO BE
LAUNCHED BY GOVERNMENT

SHILLONG, MEGHALAYA
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MEGHALAYA TO GET A
“SMART CITY”
Meghalaya will become a part of the government's ambitious
plan to develop 100 smart cities in India. The total
expenditure of the smart cities mission is expected to be
around Rs. 4 lakh crore. At present 40 percent of India's
population lives in urban cities and this mission aims at
improving urban India and bringing it at par with the
developed nations. Recently, a media report mentioned the
list of 100 smart cities to be announced by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This media report did not include
any city from Meghalaya but Urban Affairs Minister Ms.
Ampareen Lyngdoh has contradicted this report and stated
that Meghalaya will feature in the government's '100 Smart
City' list. Which city in Meghalaya will be selected is yet to
be decided, but as per Ms. Ampareen Lyngdoh, Meghalaya
will definitely get one smart city.
The government plans to spend a total of $ 1.2 billion in order
to complete the 100 smart cities project. As Meghalaya is
sure to get one of these cities, a significant amount of
investment is expected to come into the state which will
provide a big boost to its economy. The proposal to develop
100 smart cities makes all cities which have population
ranging from one to four million eligible to be developed as
smart cities. Additionally, the largest cities of smaller states
will also be eligible even if their population is less than one
million. As per this criterion, the capitals of all north eastern
states will be eligible as they are the largest cities in their
respective states.
23

In an interesting development,
Bangladesh will allow India to use its
unspent bandwidth available at Cox
Bazar. It took Indian government four
years to convince Bangladesh to sign this
agreement which was finally signed on
June 5 during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Bangladesh. Tripura will
act as a gateway for the entry of this
superfast internet service in the country
but the benefits will not be limited to this
one state only. BSNL has ambitious plans
to distribute this 10 GB Internet
connectivity throughout North East as
well as to some mainland states.
In return for using the Cox Bazar
submarine cable, BSNL will have to pay
Rs. 7.2 crore annually to Bangladesh. An
optical fiber would be laid from Agartala
to Akhaura in order to harness the Cox
Bazar's bandwidth. This network is
expected to be completed within the next
three to four months. To fortify
Broadband administration, a new plan
hotspot has as of now been presented and
BSNL has plans of installing over 173
hotspots in the North East region. A total
of Rs. 5000 crore will be invested by the
central government for the development
of the telecom sector in the north eastern
states.
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MIZORAM, TRIPURA ALL SET
TO IMPLEMENT FOOD
SECURITY ACT
The governments of Mizoram and Tripura
are ready to implement the national food
security act (NFSA) and they are in the final
stages of completely computerizing their
Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS) for this purpose. As per Tripura
Chief Minister Mr. Manik Sarkar, the state
will start implementing the food security act
from September. According to a statement
by Mizoram Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs Minister Mr. John
Rotluangliana, his state has plans of
implementing NFSA from October. Under
the NFSA, each eligible person would get 5
kg food grain a month at Rs.3 per kg for rice,
Rs.2 per kg for wheat and Re.1 per kg for
coarse cereals through the state
governments.

MIZORAM ENTRY TAX
BILL PASSED
'Mizoram Entry Tax Bill, 2015' was
unanimously passed by the Mizoram
Assembly on July 9. This bill was
introduced by Mr. Lalsawta, who holds the
office of State Taxation Minister. With the
passing of this bill, the government will now
levy entry tax on the import of 45 items. The
money collected in the form of entry tax is
estimated to bring in Rs. 300 lakh annually
to the state government. The government
has plans to create a Mizoram Infrastructure
Development Fund in order to manage the
money collected through this tax. This
money will be spent on the development and
maintenance of infrastructure in the state.

AIZWAL-THE CAPITAL OF MIZORAM

FIRST NORTH EASTERN ONLINE
STORE LAUNCHED IN SHILLONG
India's North East is a region of rich cultural heritage and
unique cuisine that you will not find in any other part of the
world. You won't find many of the products indigenous to
the region even in other parts of India. Today, thousands of
people from the north eastern states have to move out to
other parts of the country in order to pursue a career as
career opportunities within the region are quite limited.
While people from the region are away from their homes
trying to build a career and progress in their lives they miss
the native cuisine and other products from their homeland
but have no means of procuring them. This has created a gap
in the business market which was well identified by Trideep
Rabha, Catherine Dohling, and Dhawal Singh. Being north
easterners living in Hyderabad, these three had themselves
faced the similar longing for native foods and other items
which were just not available in the market.
They figured that there would be many others like them
longing for the same things and thus was born the idea for
the first north eastern online store. The store is named The
North East Store with the website address
www.thenortheaststore.com. Trideep and Catherine left
their lucrative IT jobs and returned to Shillong in order to
cater to this market demand and Dhawal, who is a
management professional, joined them in this endeavor.
The store is getting a very positive feedback from
customers and at present Naga chillies, pork and beef
pickles, bamboo shoots, Muga and Eri silk stoles, bamboo
beer mugs, and handicrafts are among the most popular
items being sold at The North East Store.
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ATTEMPT TO PLACE MANIPURI
DANCE IN THE RECORD BOOKS

A STILL FROM ASSAMESE FILM 'FIRINGOTI' (PHOTO: HTTP://WWW.FRONTLINE.IN)
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FILM FRATERNITY DISPLAYS RESOLVE
TO REVIVE ASSAMESE CINEMA
The Assamese film industry was born in the year 1935 with
the release of the first film in Assamese language named
'Joymoti'. The industry has an old history and it has received
considerable artistic success as well. However, of late this
industry has been seeing a decline as it is finding itself unable
to compete with the much larger and grander Bollywood. On
June 30, 2015 many of the well-known personalities
associated with the Assamese cinema put up a joint front in
Guwahati and displayed their resolve to revive Assamese
cinema. The participants made clear that this not a protest but
rather a constructive exercise to seek out a solution in order
to save Assamese cinema. They were happy with the fact that
they were all united for the cause and hope to make their
beloved film industry self-sufficient with local support.

FILM FEST 'FRAGRANCES FROM
NE' TO OPEN IN DELHI ON AUGUST 21
'Fragrances of NE' film fest is being organized by The
Directorate of Film Festivals under the Union Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting. The fest will open in Delhi on
August 21 and will continue till August 23. This is the second
time that this fest is being organized in Delhi. This year the
film fest will open with Manipuri feature film Pallepfam. Six
films from Aribam Syam Sharma will be featured as a
retrospective of this movie maestro from Manipur. Ko:Yad,
Yathawat, Last Rites, Maithya, and Crossing Bridges are
some of the other films that will be screened. Naga
documentaries "The Honey Hunter And The Maker" and
"Story of a House and a bouquet of shorts from Meghalaya "Karyukai" and "Rong Kuchak" will also be shown. Hindi
film "Aisa Yeh Jahaan" will be the closing film of the
festival.
10
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Preparations are underway for placing
Manipuri Dance in the record books. In
order to achieve this feat a total of 30,000
dancers will dance together at Palace
compound in Imphal East on September
27. This performance will grant this
artistic dance form a place in the Guinness
Book of World Records. Mr. Leishemba
Budha, the chief operating officer of
Kangla Entertainment Industry, says that
by doing so they are trying to provide a
larger platform to the dance form and the
dancers who practice it. A total of 100
brand ambassadors have been chosen for
the Manipuri dance through a state level
competition and they performed together
on July 5 as a demonstration of what is to
come on September 27.
During this performance the dancers
danced to a patriotic song 'Sana Leibak
Manipur Koloi Nangi Manipur'
(Resourceful Manipur, thy name is
Manipur). Mr. Leishemba Budha, the
chief operating officer of Kangla
Entertainment Industry says that this song
was chosen because not only is it patriotic
but along with that its meaning and
rhythm also go really well with the
Manipuri dance form. In order to obtain
the required number of 30,000 dancers
The Kangla Entertainment Industry plans
to campaign in schools, local clubs,
organizations, and dance colleges. 40
dancers will be chosen from the 100
ambassadors by the organizers in order to
train interested dancers who want to join
the event.

RASA LILA IN MANIPURI DANCE STYLE
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ETHNIC MUSIC, FASHION AND DANCE
FROM NORTH EASTERN INDIA
'Colors of North East' Festival was held at the iconic Hotel, the Taj Mahal Palace at Mumbai
on August 1 from 8.00 pm onwards. In a continuing effort to encourage tourism across the
country, the Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai joined hands with the North East Festival & GMS for
a second year in a row, to create national awareness about a region rich in culture, tradition
and a populace of vibrant individuals. This exclusive programme on North East India
“Colours of North East” was held at the Crystal Room and Ball Room of the Taj Mahal
Palace, Mumbai
Some of the highlights included live musical performances by North East Indian artists like
the Grammy award nominees “The Monks of Bomdila who set the mood of the evening with
multi-phonic chanting and Nagaland folk fusion band, The Abiogenesis, blended Naga folk
elements from India and modern music.
Vi o l i n i s t S u n i t a
Khound and vocalist
Anaya Brahma and a
special appearance
by Papon, the
popular Bollywood
singer from Assam
added to the musical
variety. Meghalaya's
designer Daniel
Syiem, showcased
ethnic fashion with an emphasis on heritage,
hand woven fabric of his home state
26

Fashion designer
Kankana Konwar
exhibited Assam
couture and
V a i s h a l i
encompassed
contemporary
and traditional
wear through her
collection.
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Visibly impressed by the talent being showcased and showing their support were North
Eastern dignitaries, Bollywood celebrities like Kiran Rao, Shobha De, Papon, Shekhar
Gupta, celebrated industrialists like Krishna Krishna Kumar and Adi Godrej were seen
showing their support

The festival was organized with an attempt to promote the region to a select group of
audience comprising Mumbai's top industrialists, Bollywood celebrities and film producers,
Ad film makers, tour operators etc. It is an attempt to create attracts investment, and tourism
in the region. With support from various State Government of North East, it was organized by
North East reputed Socio-cultural Trust, Trend MMS with support from GMS.
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DANIEL SYIEM DURING A FASHION SHOW PHOTO: HTTP://WWW.NELIVE.IN/

FASHION FROM MEGHALAYA GETS
WORLDWIDE ATTENTION

A young fashion designer from Meghalaya named Daniel Syiem has taken his state's fashion
to the world stage by showcasing his creations at some of the biggest fashion hubs including
London, New York, and Rome. What he showcases through his creations is the ethnic apparel
of Meghalaya and he has been successful in getting worldwide attention. He is deeply
connected with the traditional fabrics of Meghalaya and is trying his best to preserve the art of
weaving which is slowly dying.
Daniel states that the traditional fabrics are not just a piece of cloth for him but rather they are
much more as they represent the culture and the way of living of the people of this state. Eri
silk and Muga are the natural fabrics of the region which are hand woven mostly in traditional
loin looms. Preserving these fabrics is like preserving the culture of the region and by doing
so Daniel also hopes to empower the women weavers of Meghalaya.

NAGALAND'S IKISHE VILLAGE DECLARED
AS 'BANANA VILLAGE'
Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) has provided Nagaland with its first model village as
Ikishe was declared as “Banana Village” on July 1. MP Rajya Sabha, Mr. H. Khekiho
Zhimomi, attended the event and disseminated banana saplings to the villagers. Tending to
the villagers at the starting project, Khekiho said Ikishe ought to make best utilization of this
opportunity and develop its overall society. He further stated that this development could be
considered as a success only if the village is able to show improvement in all spheres
including infrastructure and economy. As per this scheme around 10,000 banana trees will be
planted in Ikishe. At the inaugural function, District Horticulture Officer, Mr. Eyongol Natso,
was also present to provide technical advice to the villagers about the proper plantation and
maintenance of the banana trees.
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E-GOVERNANCE AWARENESS PROGRAMS
CONDUCTED IN ARUNACHAL PRADESH
Digital India program has been launched by the Indian government in attempt to create better
governance through the use of technology. This program aims at encouraging public
participation in government programs, reduce paper work, and make the government
processes faster, smoother, and easier for the general public. For this purpose, various
applications were launched by the government and awareness programs were conducted in
order to educate the people about them. The Digital India Week was launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi On July 1 and Arunachal Pradesh too joined in along with the rest of
the India by conducting e-governance awareness programs.
Awareness programs on e-governance were held at various places in Arunachal Pradesh,
including Tezu, Roing, and Koloriang. Various initiatives which are to be started under the
Digital India program were highlighted and discussed. All government officials were
requested to register for digital lockers which will reduce the use of paper and enable sharing
of information across different government agencies. Essay writing and quiz competitions
related to the program were also held for both junior and senior students.

YOUNGSTER FROM MANIPUR ACTS AS A
TRAILBLAZER FOR THE STATE'S IT SECTOR

'Globizs' an IT company that was started in Manipur in 2004 has been successful in
establishing itself as one of the most popular, respected, and trustworthy companies in the
state. The company was started by Roshni Kumar Yambem who at the young age of 35 is
already a highly successful entrepreneur. Roshni completed his engineering degree from
Madurai and wanted to work in the IT sector but the state did not have much job opportunities
to offer in his area of interest. He, however, did not lose heart and decided to start his own IT
Company which he managed with great adeptness. The company provides website design
and development services and today it has a client base of over 200 and employs 25 people.
29
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BANGLADESH TO RECEIVE
$ 473 MILLION FROM THE
WORLD BANK
Bangladesh has recently signed two
financial agreements with the International
Development Association (IDA) which will
enable it to get $ 473 million. IDA is World
Bank's concessional arm and it is committed
to helping the world's poorest countries.
This long term loan will be distributed to
Bangladesh government under two separate
projects. The first project is aimed at
financial sector support and it will bring in $
300 million. The second project is aimed at
urban resilience and it will bring in $ 173
million. Both these loans provided by IDA
have a 38 year term, with an additional sixyear grace period, and a service charge of
0.75 percent.
The financial sector support project will
help to prosper Bangladesh by making it
easier to do business in this country. It will
do so by providing eligible firms access to
long term financing. Manufacturing and
export related firms will be the major
beneficiaries of this project. The urban
resilience project is aimed at making the
government ready to respond in terms of
disaster events such as earthquakes. This
project will equip the government to face the
problems posed by rapid urbanization and
resulting high population density in
Bangladeshi cities. It will also help in
improving the practices followed during
building construction.

PLASTIC MONEY ON THE RISE
IN BANGLADESH
The local purchasers in Bangladesh are increasingly opting
for cashless transactions and as a result the country has seen
the utilization of plastic cash climbing up 5.5 percent in the
third quarter of financial year 2014-15 as compared to the
second quarter. The improvement is in accordance with the
desires of policymakers, national bank authorities, as well
as foreign specialists, every one of whom is bullish about
the nation's potential in advanced installments.
Bangladesh is accustoming its vast populace with ecommerce and by doing so it is on its way to become a
cashless society. The number of both credit card and debit
card holders is on the rise in the country. There is especially
a huge potential in debit card segment and if everything
keeps going right the country would be able to boast of
about 4 crore debit card holders.
As per information from the central bank, there were 84.29
lakh credit, debit, and pre-paid card holders in the quarter
ending in December 2014. Towards the end of the JanuaryMarch quarter, this number has increased to 88.93 lakh. In
the third quarter of fiscal 2014-15, the credit card holders
spent Tk 1,432 crore through various transactions, debit
card holders spent Tk 21,386 crore, and pre-paid card
holders made Tk 59.8 crore worth of total transactions.
Internet banking and mobile banking transactions have also
seen a significant increase with a rise of 35 percent and
22.36 percent respectively.
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THE RUINS OF SOMAPURA MAHAVIRA

SOMAPURA MAHAVIHARA: BEING FACE
TO FACE WITH HISTORY
Somapura Mahavira is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Bangladesh. It is also
one of the most important archaeological sites not just in the region but in the entire world.
The importance of this place can be judged by the fact that it was designated a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in the year 1985. It is located in a small village named Paharpur situated
to the north-west of Bangladesh which falls in the Naogaon District. This structure goes back
a long time in history and was built by the second Pala king Dharmapala around 710-810
A.D.
During that era a large number of Buddhist monasteries grew up in ancient Bengal and
Magadha region and among those numerous monasteries, five grand Mahaviharas were most
noteworthy. Besides Somapura Mahavihara, the other four Mahaviharas were Vikramshila,
Nalanda, Odantapura, and Jaggadala. As per historians, Somapura Mahavihara started to
th
decline during the second half of the 12 century. The reason for decline is speculated to be
massive displacement of population due to Muslim invasion. Today, Somapura is the most
popular and most visited of all the five ancient Mahaviharas attracting tourists from all over
the world.
This historical monastery has a very interesting architecture and its design can be depicted as
a vast square quadrangle measuring roughly 920 feet with its main entrance on the northern
side. The outer walls are shaped by lines of cells that face inwards toward the principle place
of worship in the focal point of the yard. The central shrine has a cruciform ground
arrangement and a terraced superstructure that ascents in three patios over the ground level to
a stature of around 70 feet. The upper level is a huge rectangular focal square which shapes
the central brick shaft.
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A MODEL REPRESENTING THE ORIGINAL SHAPE OF THE STRUCTURE

The intermediate patio of this construction is a wide circumambulatory way which crosses
through four primary houses of prayer or mandapas. At the halfway level, there were initially
two groups of terracotta plaques circling the full perimeter of the place of worship.
Vandalism, burglary and expanding rot of the terracotta plaques have been the explanations
behind their expulsion from the original site. About half of these terracotta plaques have now
been placed and safeguarded in Situ.
The repair and reconstruction work
carried out on the structure has
greatly marred its integrity and
authenticity.
Somapura Mahavira is a great
treasure that history has presented to
us and we must do every bit in our
power to preserve it and learn from
it. It is extremely important that all
preservation work is focused solely
on maintaining the stability of the
structure without making any
alterations to its originality. At BOTTOM OF THE CENTRAL SHRINE
present, only a part of the original structure is above the surface of the ground. This site
presents immensely important archaeological mining opportunities. Somapura Mahavira
can teach us a lot about our ancient history but the process to explore it further has to be
chalked out very carefully to ensure that no damage is done to the actual structure.
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TWO NEW COAL MINES TO BE STARTED
BY STATE MINING CORPORATION
State Mining Corporation (SMC), which is a completely Druk Holding and Investments
(DHI) owned organization, has declared its intentions of beginning two coal mines in
Bhutan. Kinzang Norbu, the CEO of SMC, states that mining endeavor will help to expand
riches in the economy. Furthermore it will also open up more work opportunities in the
nation. The company has set an objective to open the Habrang coal mine in Bhangter before
the end of November 2015. A natural effect evaluation work is in progress to assess the
environmental impact of this operation, and a draft is situated to be introduced to the National
Environmental Commission (NEC) on July 30.
Kinzang Norbu further states that the company is gathering the monsoon information and
water and air quality testing are also in progress in the proposed coal mine range. He
additionally called attention to the fact that there is no supply of coal in the household market,
and along these lines, SMC will be the sole coal wholesaler for the residential business sector.
Dungsam Cement Corporation Limited and Penden Cement Authority will receive coal from
these mines once they begin operating.
The second coal mine will be situated in Samrang, Samdrup Jongkhar. The ecological effect
evaluation and practicality studies and topographical overview are under procedure. SMC
expects that every one of the studies identified with coal mine in Samrang would be finished
in October this year. In the event that there are no deferrals in getting supports from
Department of Geology and Mines (DGM) and NEC, and there is an interest for coal, then
SMC hopes that the coal mine will start operating within one year from now.
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LOAN INTEREST RATES EXPECTED TO DECLINE
This year has seen a decrease in the base rate for most of the financial institutions of Bhutan
with the exception of Bank of Bhutan. This is good news for the people of Bhutan as they
might gain access to cheaper loans. Base rate is calculated every year by banks and submitted
to the Royal Monetary Authority for approval. This rate is the minimum interest rate below
which banks are not permitted to lend.
Finding out the base rate for a bank involves calculating the cost that the bank incurs on its
deposits. The cost involves the money that the bank has to pay to its depositors as interest.
The decrease in base rate enables the banks to lower the interest rate on loans. This is good for
both the consumers and the banks as the consumers are able to get less expensive loans while
the banks are able to attract more customers and expand their business.
Even Bank of Bhutan, which has seen a marginal increase in its base rate, has lowered its
interest rates on various kinds of loans. New customers applying for loans will surely benefit
from this development but whether the interest rates will be lowered for those who have
already taken loans at previous rates is yet to be seen.

INFLATION IS AT ITS LOWEST IN THE
KINGDOM OF HAPPINESS

The aftermath of the decrease in inflation in India was seen in Bhutan where inflation fell
down to its lowest since last year. The inflation in Bhutan is closely linked with the
economy of India as this country imports more than 70 percent of its commodities from
India. So, if the prices go down in India they go down in Bhutan as well. In the month of
April this year, inflation rate reached 5.6 percent showing a drop of 0.6 percent from last
month. Food prices showed a drop of 0.9 percent and reached 3.8 percent, whereas nonfood prices reached 6.9 percent showing a drop of 0.3 percent. This decrease in the prices
of commodities has come despite the increase in fuel prices.
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