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FOREWORD

Encouraging Tourism Can Be A
Great Way to Connect India and
Myanmar

India has a very long
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historical relationship
with Myanmar which goes
way back in time. Much
of the cultural exchanges
resulted from Buddhism
and the Burmese script,
which was based off
the Indian Grantha
script. In particular,
Theravada Buddhism has
tremendously influenced
Burmese society and
culture for millennia,
with 90% continuing to
follow the religion to this
day. For this very reason,
Bodh Gaya located in the
Indian state named Bihar
is one of the most popular
pilgrimage destinations
for the people of Myanmar.
This is the place where
Prince Siddhartha attained
enlightenment beneath a
bodhi tree 2600 years ago
and became Buddha.
MAHABODHI TEMPLE, BODH GAYA
MYANMAR MATTERS
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THE GOLDEN PAGODA IN NAMSAI, ARUNACHAL PRADESH
In some ways, the religious and ethnic similarities between the people of India and Myanmar extend beyond Bodh Gaya.
One fact that which not many people know about is that there is a sub-group of Shan people know as “Khamti”who live in
both Myanmar and India. In Myanmar they live in the Sagaing Division, Hkamti District in Northwestern Myanmar and in
India they reside in the Lohit district of Arunachal Pradesh. A much smaller number of Khamti people also live in parts
of Assam as well as the East Siang district of Arunachal Pradesh.

These people are followers of Theravada Buddhism and in a town
called Namsai located in the North East India state of Arunachal
Pradesh there stands a beautifully planned and done up "Golden
Pagoda" located about 100 kms from the nearest airport at
Mohanbari (Dibrugarh). . A significant amount of money has
been invested in doing up the place which is extremely serene
and well maintained. In fact, there are quite a few other Pagoda
destinations in some other nearby small towns as well. Besides
Bodh Gaya, this could be another possible pilgrimage tourism
connect between India and Myanmar, if organized well. This
can certainly help to bring these two countries by increasing
interaction between their citizens.
- Ranjit Barthakur, Founding Chairman, Myanmar Matters
MYANMAR MATTERS
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KIRIN TO BUY MANDALAY BREWERY

The Japanese company Kirin will be competing against
other foreign brands which include Heineken from
Netherlands and Carlsberg from Denmark. What
makes Myanmar so lucrative for the foreign companies
is that it one of the few growing beer markets in the
world while global beer consumption remains amid
lackluster. Kirin already has Lion of Australia as its
subsidiary which it acquired in the year 2009. The
company also holds 48 percent stake in the beer unit of
the Philippines’ San Miguel. It also has plans purchase
state-owned Saigon Beer Alcohol Beverage, which the
Vietnamese government plans to sell.

Kirin, the famous Japanese brewing company,is going
to buy Mandalay Brewery of Myanmar. The price of
this transaction is being estimated at an estimated
700 million yen and Kirin is hoping it will help it to
strengthen its presence in the Asia-Oceania region.
The Myanmar Investment Commission is expected to
approve the deal soon following which Kirin will create
a local subsidiary to take over Mandalay Brewery which
is Myanmar’s oldest brewery. This takeover will make
Kirin the local market leader in the country giving it
control over 90 percent of the country’s beer market.

MYANMAR MATTERS
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DIEBOLD NIXDORF OPENS
OFFICE IN RANGOON
their needs. This will enable the firm to meet market
requirements and serve its customers better. DIEBOLD
NIXDORF will aim to meet the growing needs of Myanmar
banks and help its already established as well as new
retailers

A US tech firm named DIEBOLD NIXDORF has announced
that it will open its office in Myanmar’s commercial hub.
The firm’s senior vice president and managing director
for Asia Pacific, Neil Emerson has stated that the positive
feedback received from customers and the high level
of satisfaction shown by them has encouraged them to
establish an on-the-ground presence in Myanmar. For the
last many years, the firm has been operating in Myanmar
through third-party business partners which helped it in
supporting local banks with their self-service technology
needs.

Until now, the firm holds 70 per cent market shares and
its services to nearly 1,700 ATMs across the country. All
the leading private banks in Myanmar such as KBZ, Aya,
CB, AGD and UAB have become its customers. In January
2017, CB bank signed an extensive contract with DIEBOLD
NIXDORF for systems, software and services to expand its
self-service cash offerings beyond Yangon city. CB bank
operates one of the largest ATM networks in the country
and has plans to double the size of its existing ATM
network in 180 branches across the country. The bank
will add 500 new ATMs and cash recyclers to its current
network of 500 terminals supplied by the firm.

DIEBOLD NIXDORF intends to work closely with the
Myanmar community and hopes to become a trusted
partner of the country. The firm understands that
Myanmar’s needs are unique and by opening a local
office it wants to establish a closer relationship with
its customers so as to gain a better understanding of
MYANMAR MATTERS
Vol 12: June - July 2015
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MYANMAR EYES MORE INVESTMENT
IN TOURISM

The new investment regulations set to take effect in
Myanmar this year and as per them the Government
of Myanmar is going to make ways for privileged and
preferential treatment of investors in the tourism
sector. In January, 2017 the Myanmar Union Parliament
approved a proposal for the country to participate in the
establishment of a tourism coordination office in the
Greater Mekong.According to figures from the Myanmar
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism, foreign direct investment
in Myanmar's hotel and tourism projects has reached
almost US$ 3 billion in 2016. Singapore is on the top
investor on the list with an investment of US $ 1.6 billion,
Thailand comes second with an investment of US $ 445
million and Vietnam comes third with a US $ 440 million
investment. As of November 2016, FDI in the tourism
sector had generated 56 projects, compared with 48
projects in 2015 that totaled US $ 2.6 billion.

Myanmar has been seeing an increase in investment
in its tourism sector and feeling encouraged by it the
country is no calling for more investment. The calls for
more responsible and sustainable investment have been
heightened by Myanmar and at the same time it is also
promoting its best-kept beach destinations.U Ohn Maung,
Myanmar’s Union Minister of Hotels and Tourism, stated
that now is the perfect timing to invest in Myanmar as
it has just recently opened its doors to the rest of the
world and its market is full of immense potential. The
statement was made while he was attending the ASEAN
Tourism Forum 2017 in Singapore, which ran from 16 to
20 January. He further stated that Myanmar has fantastic
tourism destinations that can attract a lot of local and
international tourists if they are equipped with worldclass hotels and resorts, unique travel experiences, and
better infrastructure.
MYANMAR MATTERS
Vol 12: June - July 2015

(11)

Vol 17: March 2017

CONTENT COMPILED AND EDITED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES FOR NON-COMMERCIAL RESEARCH AND PRIVATE STUDY. FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY

INVESTMENT

MYANMAR TO INVITE
INVESTMENT IN TEXTILE AND
GARMENT
Myanmar’s Ministry of Industry is going to invite both local
and foreign investment to develop a specialized textile
and garment zone in ShweTaung, Bano region. In order
to achieve this aim the ministry is currently conducting
feasibility study with a Japanese company to utilize 127
acres land of No.1 Garment Factory in ShweTaung for
setting up the special textile and garment zone.

Meanwhile, the Myanmar Investment Commission
(MIC) has suggested that apparel stitching factories
be set up in Ponnakyun, Sittwe in an attempt to create
job opportunities for local people and also to stop
migration which has started to become an issue.MIC has
recommended several fiscal incentives for companies
interested in starting projects in Sittwe, to encourage
investment in region which is poorly developed at present.
The proposed incentives include an income tax exemption
for seven years and exemption on customs duties and
local taxes, on import of raw materials and partially
manufactured goods. The relaxation of duties and taxes
would be for those companies, who import raw materials
to export finished goods.

The development work on the 127-acre land will
begin once the feasibility study is completed and upon
completion it will manufacture high quality products and
also open up a lot of employment opportunities for local
people living in Shaw Taung while contributing to the
country’s economic growth.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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MRTV ANNOUNCES
THE NAMES OF10
COMPANIES
SHORTLISTED FOR TV
LICENSES

The Ministry of Information of
Myanmar announced on February
2, 2017 that 10 companies have
been shortlisted for television
content provider licenses. A call
to local companies interested in
becoming content providers was
put out in late 2016. The ministry
announced in October 2016 that 42
companies had expressed interest
obtaining a license. Those 42 were
narrowed down to 29 companies
which submitted formal proposals.
The selected companies will be
licensed to broadcast digital freeto-air television under the umbrella
of the state-owned Myanmar Radio
and Television (MRTV) office.
Seeking help in further narrowing
MYANMAR MATTERS
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down the list of candidates MRTV
brought in an outside consulting
firm, Tun Group Asia and with their
assistance reduced the list of 29
companies down to 10.Now from
the remaining 10 firms, MRTV
has select only five companies
for providing the licenses.The 10
shortlisted firms are: Eleven Media,
Mizzima Media, DVB Multi Media,
Bo Bo Entertainment Myanmar,
Tikhina, VOIP Myanmar, Global
Technology, Fortune International,
Kaung Myanmar Aung, and Young
Investment Group.The final five
companies will be chosen soon after
an additional round of meetings is
held and more detailed proposals
are submitted.
(14)

MRTV was created in 1979, and for
decades it broadcasted propaganda
on behalf of Burma’s former military
regime. Today MRTV operates 10
channels and plans to expand to
15.The five selected companies
will operate their own channels
within MRTV, which is one of four
entities that control broadcasting
licenses. The other entities are the
Forever Group, Shwe Thanlwin, and
Myawaddy TV. Out of the shortlisted
companies DVB has already
established a functioning satellite
TV system, and the company is not
worried about converting to a digital
TV system. However, it does not look
like that other shortlisted companies
are just as equally prepared.
Vol 17: March 2017
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SUU KYI URGES MYANMAR ARMED
ETHNIC GROUPS TO SIGN CEASE-FIRE
AGREEMENT

Myanmar’s State Counselor and
Minister for Foreign Affairs Ms. Aung
San Suu Kyi has called on all armed
ethnic groups to sign a nationwide
ceasefire. She made the plea
while speaking during Union Day
celebrations Sunday in Panglong.
This is the same place where her
father General Aung San signed a
peace deal with ethnic groups in
MYANMAR MATTERS
Vol 12: June - July 2015

1947. Despite the ongoing conflicts
between ethnic groups and the
military, Ms. Suu Kyi promised that
peace would be their top priority.
In the last few months, Ms. Suu Kyi
has been criticized for not speaking
out against military airstrikes and
human rights abuses in ethnic areas.
Since 2011, more than 100,000
(16)

civilians have been displaced due
to skirmishes between the army
and insurgent in Northern Myanmar
alone. This matter has gained a
lot of international attention and
the Myanmar Government has
been criticized for not handling the
situation as efficiently as it should
have.
Vol 17: March 2017
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nation news

DRIP IRRIGATION HELPS REMOVE HARDSHIPS
FOR DRY ZONE FARMERS IN MYANMAR
In the Myanmar’s dry zone harsh
environment many farmers have to
struggle hard just to make a living.
Shwebonthar is the name of one of
the villages that fall in this region
and here drip-irrigation vegetable
gardens are helping hundreds of
families and making their lives
easier.Most of land in this region
is of little value to the farmers
living here during the dry season
as water cannot be supplied for
traditional farming and there is
not enough water for large-scale
irrigation. Government did try to
help by digging up two tube-wells
and bearing all the expenses for that
but it didn’t help as no water could
be pumped up. In dry season the
villagers can rely on only one source
of water which is a village reservoir
located about 1.5 kilometers away.
People have to drive a motorbike
to the reservoir to fill two 5 gallon
cans with water and then carry them
back. Life of the farmers has become
MYANMAR MATTERS
Vol 12: June - July 2015

a little easier with the introduction
of drip irrigation which is currently
being utilized by 12 of the 90 families
living in Shwebonthar.
The
water-efficient,
irrigated
gardens
were
introduced
in
Myanmar’s dry zone by international
NGO Terres des Hommes Italy. This
NGO has implemented the project
among some 1,400 poor farmers in
11 villages in Myingyan Township
and 11 villages in Thaungthar
Township. As per a report by an
annual report by Livelihoods and
Food Security Trust Fund (LIFT), this
initiative has shown good results
as vegetable intake has risen 23
percent since the projects started.
LIFT is a poverty reduction donor
fund supported by 12 governments
and its LIFT’s multi-year Dry Zone
Program brings together nine
NGOs and UN agencies to improve
livelihoods, food security and child
nutrition among vulnerable families
through agriculture and livestock
(17)

development projects, vocational
training, mother and child support,
and hygiene improvement.
The projects initiated by LIFT and
some other NGOs serve dire needs
in the Dry Zone region of Myanmar
which includes townships in
Mandalay, Magwe, Sagaing regions.
In these areas there are about 10
million people who rely mainly on
rainy season rice and droughtresistant crops such as oil seeds
and pulses. Incomes of people
living here are very low and around
low 80 percent of the families have
high debts while 40 percent of them
struggle to meet even their basic
food needs. The Terres des Hommes
projects have greatly reduce water
needs for vegetable gardens.
Usually, a 6 square meter garden
needs 40 gallons per week, but
the drip-irrigated ground gardens
require half of that amount while
the suspended gardens need only 5
gallons of water.
Vol 17: March 2017
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PEOPLE AND LIFESTYLE

TRUE STORY: 9 DAYS OF THE MESMERIZING
LANDSCAPE AND PEOPLE OF MYANMAR
Myanmar had always been a mystical
destination for us and when the
dream to visit the beautiful country
came true, we couldn’t imagine
all the emotions and connections
this trip would bring for us. While
penning down our journey from last
year in April ‘16, we found ourselves
quickly faded into reveries.
On our first day, we arrived at the busy

Rangoon city, where the weather
was extremely humid and hot. We
quickly sought calm and refuge at
the magnificent Schwedagon, the
most sacred Buddhist pagoda in
Myanmar. The Schwedagon Pagoda
enshrines strands of Buddha’s hair
and other holy relics. We found
ourselves in awe of the art and
architecture of the temple and

experienced an insider’s view of this
magnificent symbol of Buddhism
to the lives of people of Myanmar.
Towards the end of the day as we
stepped out, the temperature had
started to cool down. Strolling down
the former capital’s streets brought
us a lot of pleasant surprises: street
food stalls, teahouses, and even
hidden bars.

Our next stop was Bagan, the ancient
city of thousand temples. What can
we say? No words can truly describe
our fascination for this city. Just
rent an electric bike and one can
find themselves lost within this 104
km2 area that is scattered with 2200
temples. One can enjoy the peaceful
atmosphere of a once upon a time,
powerful dynasty. If you want to take
this experience to another level, a
hot air balloon tour is the best way to
fully observe the greatness and the
MYANMAR MATTERS
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landscape of the site.
Mandalay, our next stop, struck
us as the dynamic little brother
of Rangoon, where the population
is young and techno music is the
king in every shop and café. After a

sweaty visit of the city center under
the sweltering 40C sun, we decided
to follow the locals and rested in the
famous Mahamuni temple. Lucky
as we were, Ashin Kunela (also the
coolest monk of all time) approached
us and politely asked if he can

practice his English with us. After a
short introduction, he offered us a
private tour of the temple and even
embarked us on a “spiritual walk” on
the U-Bein Bridge, where he shared
that wisdom and mindfulness are
the virtues to pursue.

After our hectic but insightful

children, women and men celebrate

Mandalay trip, we arrived at Inle. We

this festival together and gather at

biked through the farmer’s villages

the village center to dance, sing and

and encountered many wonderful

of course to throw water at each

people, who invited us to join

other. We decided to capture this

them in their festivities during the

moment of joy on camera and came

Thingyan Water festival. The elders,

back the next day to distribute the

photos. Well, word travelled fast and
after a few minutes, people started
to create a queue to get their own
family or portrait picture. Beyond the
culture and language difference, we
found a way to connect and create a
strong human bond through a photo
booth!

All good things come to an end and our 9 days journey did as well. We will never forget the kindness of the people, the
beautiful landscape and the timeless charm of this magical country.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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WILDLIFE MATTERS

RHODIS: RHINO DNA INDEXING SYSTEM AN AID TO INVESTIGATE RHINO POACHING
India is home to around 80% of the
3500 Greater one-horned rhinos
(Rhinoceros
unicornis)
found
globally. Assam alone is home
to 2626 rhinos found across the
Kaziranga National Park, Manas
National Park, Orang National Park
and Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary.
Although once found in abundance
and well distributed in South Asia,
the species is now found in only a
few Protected Areas of India and
Nepal.
Over the years, poaching has
been the single largest threat to
the survival of rhinos. A growing
demand of the rhino horn which is
believed to be a highly prized, though
not proven scientifically, ingredient
in traditional Asian medicine, has
fuelled a poaching crisis globally.
The Kaziranga National Park which
holds the highest number of rhinos
in the country lost 371 rhinos to
poachers between 1984 to 2004; a
MYANMAR MATTERS
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further 206 were killed in the decade
since then. In 2016, as per data, 18
rhinos were poached in Assam. In
South Africa, the numbers of rhinos
poached jumped from 13 in 2007
to 1,175 in 2015. This shows the
worrying trend in rhino poaching
worldwide.
WWF-India has been working on
conservation of rhinos for the past
three decades. Working in close
collaboration with the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change of Government of India,
state forest departments and the
Wildlife Institute of India, WWF-India
works towards securing the present
populations and habitats, expanding
its ranges and addressing the issue
of rhino poaching in the country.
Rhino DNA Indexing System RhODIS
To effectively counter this threat,
the Veterinary Genetics Laboratory
(22)

(VGL), University of Pretoria
developed a DNA database for active
conservation and management
practices on rhino conservation.
Termed as the Rhino DNA Indexing
System – RhODIS is one of the
rare and exceptional examples
of collaboration between Forest
Departments, scientific labs and
legal systems to tackle poaching
related convictions.
RhODIS involves collection of the
DNA profiles of each individual rhino
and establishes a unique database.
This database is thereafter used as
irrefutable evidence in courts of law
by zoo officials and governments
for fighting cases against poachers.
This one-of-a-kind database helps
in linking crime scenes to suspected
criminals leading to successful
prosecutions.It also has a potential
to link with other databases like i2
or iquick through API systems.
Vol 17: March 2017
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The tool has been successfully
implemented across South Africa
and other African Rhino range
countries to help in convictions
in Rhino poaching cases.Till date,
5000+ DNA samples have been
recorded in the RhODIS database
which has contributed towards
investigation of more than 400 cases
of poaching in Eastern and Southern
Africa.
RhODIS in India
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In India, WWF-India along with
the government and other nongovernment organizations have
geared up in adopting RhODIS as
a vital instrument in tackling the
rhino poaching issue in the country.
The Government of Assam intends
to implement RhODIS in the state
with support from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate
Change of Government of India,
Wildlife Institute of India and WWFIndia.
Although currently at a nascent
stage in India, a series of awareness
and training programmes have been
undertaken to orient officials of the
various government departments
on implementation of RhODIS.
More than 60 senior officials from
the Forest, Police, Veterinary and
allied departments were oriented

MYANMAR MATTERS
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by experts from South Africa in
May 2015. In addition, more than
50 frontline staff and officers from
the Forest and Police Departments
were provided a field based training.
A training programme on RhODIS
organized in Kruger National Park
and Pretoria University, South
Africa during 2015 was attended
by the senior officials from the
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC),
Government of India, WWF-India
and Wildlife Institute of India.
In India, the MoEF&CC recently
organized a meeting involving
representatives of all rhino bearing
states of India, WWF-India and other
non-governmental organizations,
to chalk out a plan for rolling out
RhODIS in the country. Necessary
notifications have been issued
by MoEF&CC for setting up of a
functional laboratory facility and for
rhino bearing states.
In India, RhODIS will help in
developing a centralised Rhino
DNA database for animals and horn
stockpiles in the states of Assam and
Uttar Pradesh. This will be followed
by testing the assignment accuracy
of these databases to ascertain
geographic origin of confiscated
rhino parts which will eventually
help the government departments

(23)

with convictions of criminals in the
court.
The Way Forward
In the coming years, WWF-India
in collaboration with MoEF&CC,
Wildlife Institute of India and likeminded NGOs intends to make
India the Regional Hub to conduct
DNA studies on rhinos among the
Asian Rhino Range countries. A
functional RhODIS laboratory will
be developed in any of the existing
facilities for analysis, and housing
the centralised database making
it legally recognized authority to
provide scientific evidence in the
legal cases related to rhinos. A
protocol to implement RhODIS
in India will be developed with
technical guidance from the VGL,
University of Pretoria for technology
transfer and capacity building. All
enforcement agencies will also be
notified to send evidences collected
in connection to rhino crime to the
RhODIS implementing agency to
conduct the analysis and matching.
RhODIS has set the pace for
new global forensic initiatives
and standards that enhance
conservation efforts in the fight
against global wildlife crimes.
-Courtesy: WWF-India
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NAGALAND VISION 2030: HONEY AND
BEEKEEPING
Nagaland Vision 2030 document
has stated that beekeeping and
honey is an area with scope for
developing economic activities.
The area of focus will also include
developing honey based enterprise
in the state.The interventions of the
Beekeeping & Honey Mission have
progressed substantially from a
largely rudimentary level to a wellorganized sustainable livelihood
activity
involving
stakeholders
in the Api villages spread across
the state. The document further
stated that even though Nagaland
today is recognized as a pioneer in
beekeeping and honey production
in the country and is recognized
even at the international level but
unfortunately this area has not been
given sufficient encouragement.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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Nagaland
prospects

has
for

tremendous
developing

bee

keeping and honey production as
it has favorable climatic conditions
and availability of abundant bee
flora

flowering

throughout

the

year. The state falls within one of
the 18 mega biodiversity hotspot
(25)

areas and is considered as a cradle
of flowering plants rich in nectar
and pollen. Nagaland’s potential
has been estimated at being able
to carry more than 22 lakhs bee
colonies from the available bee
foraging area of about 10, 942 sq.km
which is about 66 per cent of the
state’s total geographical area of
16, 579 sq.km. This makes Nagaland
capable of producing about 10,000
metric tons of honey and 10 metric
tons of bees wax which can lead
to substantial commercial and
employment opportunities. The
Vision for the Nagaland Vision 2030
is to produce 2000 metric tons of
honey and 2 metric tons of wax
by 2030. This produced will have
a value of apporximatelyRs. 100
crores annually.
Vol 17: March 2017
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ASSAM TO START HOME-STAY
SCHEME TO TAP RURAL TOURISM
Assam government has decided to
roll out a rural home-stay scheme
which will be implemented will be
by the State Government's Tourism
Department
through
Assam
Tourism Development Corporation
(ATDC). This scheme will aim
at tapping tourism prospects in
rural and semi-urban areas and
will also create job opportunities
for the people residing here. This
scheme has been named ‘Aamaar
Aalohi (Our Guest)-Rural Homestay
Scheme’ and has an estimated cost
of Rs. 16.29 crore. It is expected to
give a new dimension and thrust to
comfortable home-stay facilities of
standardized services to tourists
and to supplement the availability of
accommodation in the rural tourist
destinations
The basic idea behind starting this
MYANMAR MATTERS
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scheme is to provide a clean and
affordable place for foreigners and
domestic tourists alike including.
It will also provide an opportunity
to the foreign tourists to stay with
Assamese families so that they
can fully experience local customs
and traditions and relish authentic
local cuisine first hand. In the first
phase of the scheme, which will be
implemented in the the year 201718, 200, such home-stays will be set
up in Golaghat district. A maximum
of 40 home-stays will be set up
in this district where the famous
Kaziranga National Park falls. It
will be followed by 25 in Barpeta
which is home to Manas National
Park, 20 each in Majuli, Morigaon,
Haflong-Umrangsu, 15 in Sonitpur
and 10 each in Tinsukia, Dibrugarh,
Sivasagar, Jorhat, Hajo-Sualkuchi
(26)

and Darrang.
Besides providing standardised and
supplementary accommodation in
and around tourist areas, one of
the main aims of the scheme will
be to empower local community
by

creating

tourism

related

employment. This will ensure proper
distribution of economic benefits
through tourism and will serve to
enrich sustainable and responsible
development of eco and rural
tourism. The ‘Aamaar Aalohi Rural
Homestay Scheme’ scheme also
aims to conserve nature, culture,
heritage and traditions, to create
positive environmental benefits for
rural people and their surroundings
and to increase the value for local
culture.
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Myanmar - India Connect - North East- INFRASTRUCTURE

NORTHEAST COULD FEED INDIA UP TO
1,100 MW OF POWER BY 2017 END
India’sNorth Eastern region has a
huge energy potential estimated at
around 50,000 MW. The Government
of India is planning to tap into this
potential and turn this region into the
"power house of India". Steps have
already been taken in this direction
and as a result it is expected that
North East will feed up to 1,100 MW
to the rest of the country by the end
of this year. Excluding Sikkim, the
rest of the seven North Eastern
states have an installed capacity of
2,690 MW at present. This output is
MYANMAR MATTERS
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around 100 MW short of the peakhour demand of 2,200-2,300 MW
due to many of these power plants
being quite old. However, there is a
surplus of 300 MW during off-peak
hours in the region and another
767 MW of capacity is expected to
be added by year-end. The state of
Sikkim is self-sufficient in terms of
its energy needs at 95.70 MW.
State-run North Eastern Electric
Power Corporation (NEEPCO), a
mini-ratna company under the
Union Ministry of Power, alone
(27)

generates 1,290 MW from its seven
power plants. These plants owned
and operated by NEEPCO are a mix
of hydro-electric, gas- and solarbased units.As the commissioning
of three more power projects would
be completed much before the end
of this year NEEPCO's generation
capacity is expected to rise to
2,060 MW by the end of 2017.These
three power projects include 600
MW and 110 MW capacity plants in
Arunachal Pradesh and another 60
MW capacity plant in Mizoram.
Vol 17: March 2017
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Culture, And Lifestyle

15 NORTHEAST
DELICACIES
THAT YOUR
TASTE BUDS
WILL FALL IN
LOVE WITH
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India's North Eastern region is a colorful blend of various tribes and cultures. Their flavors and dishes are as unique
as their vibrant way of life. Most of the dishes prepared in this region are prepared using simple and flavorful fresh
ingredients like Bamboo Shoot, BhutJolokia and local greens. Even though most North Eastern dishes consist of meat
they are still are very light on the stomach and an absolute delight to the taste buds. Let’s have a look at 15 dishes from
North East India that every food loverhas to try out:

Khar (Assam)
No Assamese meal is considered
complete without the delicious dish
called Khar. This unique dish is
prepared using raw papaya, pulses and
a main ingredient. All the ingredients
are filtered in water through dried
banana ashes to obtain a distinctive
and refreshing flavor.

KumuratdiyaHanhorMangxo (Assam)
This sumptuous delicacy from Assam
is a duck meat curry cooked with
Ash Gourd which is known as “lauki”
locally. It is prepared using whole
spices, crushed black pepper being the
most prominent of them, and is served
on special occasions.
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Pitha (Assam)
Pitha is the most popular snack from Assam
and it is usually consumed as breakfast or as
an evening snack along with tea. There are
many types of pitha and they can be either
sweet or savory, fried, roasted or barbequed
inside a hollow bamboo stem. The sweet Pitha
is preferred by the locals over the salty one.This
delicious Assamese snack is usually served
best with Doi (curd) and gur.

Fish Tenga (Assam)
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Fish Tengaa is a light and tangy fish curry that
is prepared with Elephant Apple known as Ou
Tenga locally. The sour fruit brings out the
subtle sour taste in this scrumptious dish. To
enhance the flavora little bit of fresh spices are
also added.

Sanpiau (Mizoram)
This is a very popular snack from Mizoram and
is quite commonly sold in the streets as well
as served at home. Sanpiauis prepared using
rice porridge and is served with fresh coriander
paste, spring onions, crushed black pepper,
zesty fish sauce and finely powdered rice.

Vawksa Rep (Mizoram)
Vawksa Rep is a chewy meaty dish that is
prepared with seasoned and smoked pork,
chillies and fresh leafy greens. Garden-fresh
and locally grown herbs are used in in its
preparation and it is considered as a delicacy in
Mizoram.
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Smoked Pork (Nagaland)

Nagaland’s
famous
traditionally
smoked pork is crispy on the outside
and juicy on the inside. It can be further
prepared in different ways such as
tossed dry with other ingredients or
prepared into a curry with local flavors.
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Bamboo Steamed Fish (Nagaland)

Bamboo Steamed Fish is a specialty
from Nagaland and even though the
first bite might taste plain,as one
continues to eat it one begins to taste
the subtle hint of bamboo flavor. Fresh
spices include Raja Mirchi are used to
enhances thef lavor of this dish.

Nga AtoibaThongba (Manipur)

Nga AtoibaThongba is a hot pasty fish
curry prepared by cooking fish stew
along with boiled potatoes, fresh bay
leaves, onion, cumin, chillies and
chives. The fish in the stew gradually
softens and all the wonderful flavours
mix with the dish.
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Iromba (Manipur)

Iromba is prepared using fermented
fish, mashed potatoes, fresh green
leaves and blazing red chillies as main
ingredients. The dish is marked by
its strong and pungent taste, and it
is considered the lifeline of Manipuri
cuisine. This dish is popularly relished
along with the evening snacks.
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Jadoh (Meghalaya)

Jadoh is a luscious pork and rice-based
Khasi delicacy. Prepared in minimum
oil, it has a unique and aromatic taste.
No ceremony in Mizoram is considered
complete without this dish being
served.

Tungtap (Meghalaya)

Tungtap is a dry fish paste or chutney. It
is prepared by mixing charred fish with
onions, green chilies and red chilies.
It has a fiery flavor and can be enjoyed
with Jadoh and other delicacies from
Meghalaya.
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Gyathuk (Sikkim)

Gyathuk can be considered as an Indian
version of the Tibetan noodle soup. It is
a noodle-based steamy soup which can
be prepared with or without meat. The
natural and refreshing spices add to
the flavor of this delicious dish.
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Chikhvi (Tripura)

Chikhvi is made using stir fried bamboo
shoots and sliced pork. The pork is
cooked in such a way that it is left with
a lit bit of moisture in every bite. This
scrumptious dish has a perfect balance
of smokiness and lusciousness.

Zan (Arunachal Pradesh)

Zan is a popular dish from Arunachal
Pradesh and it is prepared with millet
flour and boiling water. This appetizing
spicy porridge is often consumed along
with green vegetables and charred
meat.
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Wärtsilä to Supply 150 MW
Power Plant To Bangladesh

Wärtsilä is a Finnish corporation
which manufactures and services
power sources and other equipment
in the marine and energy markets.
This company will supply a 150
MW Smart Power Generation plant
to Ace Alliance Power Limited, a
special purpose company owned by
the Summit Group of Companies
in Bangladesh. The order inclides
eight Wärtsilä 50 and one Wärtsilä
32 engines and the contract includes
the engineering and equipment
(EEQ) with additional advisory
services for the plant’s installation,
MYANMAR MATTERS
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testing and commissioning, as well
as on-site staff training. The order
has been booked in the first quarter
of 2017 and as per the agreed terms
the equipment is scheduled to be
delivered during the second half of
2017 and the plant is expected to be
operational in early 2018.
Bangladesh is feeling a pressing
need for additional reliable power
generation due to its growing
population and economy. The new
power plant will feed power into the
national grid and it will be built in
Kodda in the Gazipur district. The
(33)

Summit Group of Companies is the
largest independent power producer
in Bangladesh and Wärtsilä has
a 20 year old relationship with it
during which its installed capacity
with Summit Group has grown to
750 MW. With this recently signed
contract,
Wärtsilä’s
installed
capacity with Summit Group will
reach 900 MW. When this project
completes, Wärtsilä will reach an
installed base capacity of close to
3000 MW in Bangladesh providing
roughly 25 % of the grid capacity.
Vol 17: March 2017
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Russia Extends $11.38 Billion Loan to
Bangladesh to Build Nuclear Power
Plant

Russia’s government has extended a
US $11.38 billion loan to Bangladesh.
The loan will be used from 2017 to
2024 to build the Rooppur nuclear
power plant. Bangladesh will repay
the actually spent loan in equal sixmonth installments over a twenty
year period. The first installment
will be paid out on March 15, 2017.
The nuclear power plant will be
located on the eastern bank of the
Ganges River, 160 kilometers from
the country’s capital of Dhaka.

Russia is assisting Bangladesh in the building two units of the Rooppur nuclear power plant. Both these units will have
a capacity of 1,200 MW each and are expected to be operational by 2022 and 2023.The construction work is being done
in accordance with the inter-governmental agreement on cooperation in building a nuclear power plant in Bangladesh,
dated 2011.
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BANGLADESH TO START EXPORTING
BANDWIDTH TO BHUTAN SOON

Bangladesh has agreed to start
exporting its excess bandwidth to
Bhutan and this export is expected
to begin before March, 2017 end.
The task of exporting bandwidth
has been assigned to State-owned
Bangladesh
Submarine
Cable
Company Limited (BSCCL).Mr.
Monwar Hossain, the Managing
Director of BSCCL has stated that 2.5
gbps bandwidth will be provided to
Bhutan. BSCCL would establish the
linkage with Bhutan using network
of Power Grid Corporation of India
Limited (PGCIL) through AkhauraTripura frontier. The Kingdom of

Happiness currently has only two
links to the internet, one through
Gelephu and the other through
Phuentsholing and both these links
converge in Siliguri, India. This
means that Bhutan lacks back up
connectivity to the internet and that
is why this third internet link from
Bangladesh is much needed.
For 2.5 gbps, BSCCL would charge
US $ 15 per megabit (MB) of
bandwidth and this rate would be
dropped down to US $ 9 if Bhutan
takes 10 gbps.The bandwidth would
go through PGCIL network that has
already been connected with Bhutan.

Bhutan started the discussion
regarding purchasing bandwidth
from Bangladesh in August last
year and an expert team visited
Bangladesh to check out the landing
station of BSCCL's lone submarine
cable, South East Asia-Middle EastWestern Europe 4 or SEA-ME-WE
4 in the last week of September,
2016.Currently, Bangladesh has
above 200 gbps bandwidth and
after meeting domestic demand it
has the capacity to export 50 gbps
bandwidth. It has already been
exporting 10 gbps bandwidth to
India since March last year.

Our Beautiful Neighbours - Bhutan
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NEED TO FOCUS ON JOINT HYDROPOWER
COOPERATION AMONG BHUTAN,
BANGLADESH, INDIA AND NEPAL

Joint
hydropower
cooperation
among Bangladesh, Bhutan, India
and Nepal could be a viable option
for addressing the growing demand
for energy in the region.Bangladesh
has exhausted its hydropower
capacity but Bhutan, Nepal and North
East India still have tremendous
potential left in this field. As per Mr.
Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus
of Brac University's Centre for
Climate Change and Environmental
Research Nepal has hydropower
potential of 83,000 megawatts,
MYANMAR MATTERS
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Bhutan 40,000 MW and North East
India 60,000 MW. A joint hydropower
initiative between these South Asian
countries can be a great option for
meeting the energy needs of these
countries.
The opportunity for renewable
energy is very limited in Bangladesh
and there are safety concerns
about nuclear power. However,
the country is aiming to grow at
a minimum 7 percent rate and
needs huge amounts of power in
(37)

order to achieve this aim. Regional
hydropower generation produced
by cooperation between these
South Asian countries would be
the optimum solution to meet this
need. The Government of Nepal
has expressed its commitment to
harness 10,000 MW of hydropower
in the next 10 years. Bhutan has
so far harnessed only 7 percent of
its hydropower potential but it is
working on ways to significantly
improve that figure.
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