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MYANMAR'S NEW GOVERNMENT:
THE ROAD AHEAD

then these parties will need to find
a way to cooperate with each other.
One of the major challenges for
Myanmar’s new Government will be
to work along with the army while
still taking Myanmar ahead towards
democracy.

STATE SEAL OF MYANMAR

started

amount of power and many of the

and a new chapter was added

senior positions in the Government.

to Myanmar’s history on April 1,

In a way it can be said that Myanmar

2016, when the country’s first

now has two different Governments

democratically elected Government,

running it: one army and one civilian.

in over 50 years took office. However,

The

the country is still far away from

follow different ideologies and they

being called a democracy. The

both wield a significant amount of

situation is kind of complicated as

power and control. If Myanmar is

the Army still holds a considerable

to move ahead in a specific direction

A

new

exciting
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phase

two

different
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governments

Myanmar’s new President Mr.
Htin Kyaw and National League
of Democracy leader Ms. Aung
San Suu Kyi have a very long and
hard road ahead of them. She has
taken four ministries which include
foreign affairs, presidential affairs,
energy and education. In addition
to that she also got a bill passed in
the Parliament and created a new
special post of State Counselor
which she is also holding. No one
has any doubts about Ms. Suu
Kyi’s abilities and capacity for
tremendous hard work. However,
handling so many ministries at once
is a tremendous amount of load and
some are sceptical that it all might
prove out to be too much work to be
handled by one person. Various other
senior and capable members of the
National League of Democracy have
been given important portfolios and
they have got started with handling
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difficult task but it is necessary
for Myanmar’s good future.
•		 Proper Control on the Natural
Resources
		 Myanmar is abundant in various
natural

resources

such

as

natural gas, timber, jade, copper
and more. However, in spite of
benefiting from them Myanmar
has

mainly

faced

numerous

problems because of them. They
could have been a boon but have
proved to be a curse for this
country. Proper control of these
resources and making the most
of them is extremely important
for Myanmar’s development.
•		 Development

of

Agriculture

Sector
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About

seventy

percent

of

Myanmar’s population works in
the agriculture field. However,
U.S. PRESIDENT MR. BARACK OBAMA CALLED TO CONGRATULATE NEW
PRESIDENT OF MYANMAR

in spite of this sector being so
huge and also the major source
of exports out of Myanmar so far
it has been greatly neglected.

them already.
All in all, people have great
confidence and faith in the new
Government and they are hopeful
that Myanmar will move steadily
towards a better and more
prosperous tomorrow. Various
other countries have also shown
happiness about Myanmar moving
towards democracy. U.S. President
Mr. Barack Obama himself called
Myanmar President Mr. Htin Kyaw
and congratulated him. However,
there are some major challenges to
be met and tackling some of them is
going to prove to be very difficult and
tricky. Despite prevalent faith and
optimism about this Government, a
few things will need to be assessed
at the end of its completing one
year in office to assess its progress.

MYANMAR MATTERS
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Below are the major points on which
the NLD Government’s success will
be judged:

Myanmar’s

•		 Relationship with the Army

farmer raise their income and

		 This is going to be a very important
factor because of the amount
of control and power army still
holds in the Government. In order
to get significant work done and
to get important bills passed
maintaining good relations with
them is of crucial importance.

standard of living.

new

Government

needs to pay proper attention
towards this sector and help its

A much longer list of areas of
improvement

for

Myanmar

can

be made. However, the factors
mentioned above are going to play
the most crucial part in Myanmar’s
economic development.

We are

•		 Progress on Peace Process

hopeful that this new Government

		 For development to take place,
it is important for peace to be
there. At present Myanmar
faces serious internal conflicts
with various rebel groups at war
against the Government. Making
peace with them can be a very

will prove to be very capable and

(5)

it will do well in each one of these
areas.
Ranjit Barthakur,
Founding Chairman,
Myanmar Matters
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MYANMAR'S COLOURFUL
SUMMER FESTIVALS

Besides Myanmar’s scenic beauty and rich cultural heritage, another wonderful experience that tourists can get to
enjoy here are its vibrant and colourful festivals. Below are three of the big festivals that are celebrated with great
excitement by the people of Myanmar during the summer season.
MYANMAR MATTERS
Vol 12: June - July 2015
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Thingyan

A GIRL DRESSED IN TRADITIONAL RAKHINE DRESS POURS WATER AT REVELERS DURING THINGYAN

Thingyan marks the beginning
of Myanmar’s New Year and it is
celebrated with great excitement
by the residents of this country. In
earlier times, the dates of this festival
were calculated as per the traditional
Myanmar lunisolar calendar but these
days it celebrated on the fixed Roman
calendar dates. This is a four day
festival which begins on April 13 and
continues till April 16. These four days
are considered as the most important
holidays in Myanmar. During Thingyan
people enjoy themselves by throwing
water at each other and dancing to
music.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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Bo Tree Watering Festival
Buddhism is the most popular religion
in Myanmar and thus Buddhist festivals
are celebrated with great enthusiasm
here. The Bo Tree Watering Festival
is celebrated in the Buddhist month
of Kason which corresponds with
the month of May as per the Roman
calendar. Buddhists regard Kason to be
a very important month and especially
the full moon day falling in this month
has great significance. This is because
this is the day when Gautama Buddha
was born. It is also considered the day
when the first Bodhi tree arose from
the ground to assure the people that
Gautam Buddha is coming to enlighten
them. Bodhi tree is greatly connected
to Buddhism because this is the kind
of tree under which Gautam Buddha
attained enlightenment. Therefore,
on every full moon day of the Kason
month Buddhist people march to the
Bodhi tree or to the pagodas and pour
scented water as a holy ritual.

MAHA BODHI TA HTAUNG MONASTERY LOCATED IN MONYWA TOWNSHIP, SAGAING REGION, MYANMAR
MYANMAR MATTERS
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Tipitaka Festival

BUDDHIST MONKS PARTICIPATING IN PARIYATTI SASANA EXAMINATIONS
In the month of June, which
corresponds with the Buddhist
month Nayon, a very important
Buddhist festival named Tipitaka
takes place in Myanmar. This is the
time of the year when monsoon is at
its full swing in Myanmar and during
this time scriptural examinations
for monks and nuns are held. The
knowledge of Buddha’s teachings
is tested through both written as
well as recitation exams so that the
Word of Buddha can stay alive in its
purest form. The people of Myanmar
generously donate to ensure that all
the candidates get all the needed
amenities and can stay in comfort
while focusing on their exams. The
Tipitaka exams are held nationwide
and are organized and administered
by both the Government of Myanmar
and religious associations.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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NUMEROUS YOUNG MONKS ATTEND THE PARIYATTI SASANA EXAMS
(9)
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BUSINESS

MYANMAR'S RICE EXPORT TO CHINA IS
EXPECTED TO INCREASE
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PADDY FIELDS IN SHAN STATE, MYANMAR
Rice is one of Myanmar’s significant agricultural
exports to China and the rice traders here are expecting
the rice trade to increase this year. The traders were
facing a decreased rice demand in the market but
the demand picked up after the Thingyan festival
which concluded on April 16, 2016. After the festival
concluded the new summer rice was introduced in the

market and it has been seeing good demand. One of
the reasons for low demand earlier was the increase
in rice prices in the local market. However, after the
price for 20.9 kilograms of rice dropped down to US
$16 which is equivalent to 20,000 Kyats the demand
picked up again.

BESIDES AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS MYANMAR ALSO EXPORTS FISH
Myanmar's largest border trade zone is located in
northern Shan State which is also home to many paddy
fields. Through this trade zone, besides agricultural
products Myanmar also exports fish and imports
MYANMAR MATTERS
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consumer goods, electronics and machinery. In the
fiscal year 2015-2016, the total border trade value for
Myanmar was US $ 7.04 billion which is expected to go
higher this year.
(10)
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SUMITOMO MITSUI BANKING
CORP. TO OPEN A BRANCH
IN MYANMAR SPECIAL ZONE

MIZUHO BANK HAS ALREADY
BEEN OPERATING IN THILAWA
SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE
SMBC HEAD OFFICE BUILDING, TOKYO, JAPAN

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corp. (SMBC) is going to open a branch in Myanmar's
Thilawa Special Economic Zone. This branch is expected to be ready and fully
operational by the month of July. SMBC has been negotiating with Myanmar
Government for approval which was granted to it near the end of March, 2016.
This new branch will provide banking services in the Japanese language and
will employ three permanent employees for the same. The Thilawa economic
zone is an industrial park that was established jointly by Japan and Myanmar.
One more Japanese Bank named Mizuho Bank, which is a unit of Mizuho
Financial Group, already operates here.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group unit
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ also
has a counter here set up with a
partner bank and it is dedicated solely
to help Japanese companies. This
economic zone is expected to thrive as
over 50 companies plan to launch their
operations here. With the opening
of Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corp.
branch, now there will be three banks
assisting development and expansion
of the Japanese businesses in the
Thilawa Special Economic Zone.
Vol 15: October 2016
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CANADA AND
MYANMAR SIGN A 4
POINT COOPERATION
AGREEMENT

CANADIAN FOREIGN MINISTER
MR. STÉPHANE DION
An agreement was reached between Myanmar and Canada in April this year. This agreement was the result of talks
between Myanmar's President Mr. Htin Kyaw and Canadian Foreign Minister Mr. Stéphane Dion. The meeting took place
in Nay Pyi Taw and four points of cooperation were agreed upon between the two countries. These four points include
Canada helping Myanmar in its national reconciliation efforts, helping to ensure availability of enough safe under to
counter the effects, making for investment, and resumption of Canadian scholarship for the youth of Myanmar. Mr.
Dion also committed to provide US $ 8 million to Myanmar for use in health, education and social sectors. He also met
Myanmar’s Foreign Minister and State Counsellor Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi and additionally pledged to give Myanmar US $
33.5 million in order to assist Myanmar’s new Government to help ensure a federal union system, efficient administration
and increase women’s participation in various spheres.

MYANMAR MATTERS
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finance

INVESTORS IN MYANMAR
SHOWING ENTHUSIASTIC
INTEREST IN STOCK MARKET
Ever since the opening of the Yangon
Stock Exchange (YSE), the investors
in Myanmar have been showing great
interest and enthusiasm in trading
there. The range of background of
investors is very wide and contains
as much diversity as including
seafarers and even students. This
opportunity has been made available
to the people of Myanmar after a
long wait of 50 years. For the past 5
decades, Myanmar has been under
army rule which strongly steered

MYANMAR MATTERS
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it towards socialism. Now that this
country has started moving towards
democracy such exciting changes
are taking place in the country not
only in economic but all spheres. So
far, the major areas on investment
in Myanmar have been real estate,
gold and cars.

with that opportunity and people

Due, to the lack of enough
opportunities people have been
looking for new avenues for
investment. The opening of Yangon
Stock Exchange has provided them

the fact that right from its opening it

(13)

are making use of it. The amount of
interest among people was evident
from the fact that early trading had
beaten forecasts by a factor of more
than 10. The huge success of Yangon
Stock Exchange is also evident from
has greatly outperformed the stock
market debuts of both the Laos and
Cambodia.

Vol 15: October 2016

nation news

INDIA AND MYANMAR
ISSUE A JOINT
STATEMENT DURING
H.E. MR. HTIN
KYAW’S VISIT
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MYANMAR’S PRESIDENT MR. HTIN KYAW
During Myanmar’s President Mr.
HtinKyaw’s four day visit to India a
joint statement was issued by both
the countries. The statement stated
that two nations have agreed to
further strengthen bilateral security
and defense cooperation. Besides
these two areas, both the nations
are looking forward towards greater
bilateral cooperation in all possible
sectors so as to enable rapid growth
and development in the region.
With these two countries working
together, maintaining peace and
stability will also become easier
and the journey towards prosperity
will become smoothers for India,
Myanmar and the whole South East
Asia region.
Mr. Kyaw received a grand
ceremonial reception at the
RashtrapatiBhavan in New Delhi.
He was accompanied by his wife
Ms. Su SuLwin and many important
ministers as well as some other
senior officials. After the reception
ceremony, Mr. Kyaw engaged in deep
discussions with India’s President
Mr. Pranab Mukherjee and later
with Prime Minister Mr. Narendra
Modi. During these discussions,
MYANMAR MATTERS
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both these nations reaffirmed their
commitment to further strengthen
bilateral security and defense
cooperation.
The
commitment
to respect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity was reiterated
and the promise to not allow
insurgent groups from either side
to use their soil for planning and
carrying out terror acts against the
other nation was stressed upon.
Both sides expressed satisfaction
at the progress made in the
implementation of Kaladan Multi
Modal Transit Transport Project
and agreed to operationalize
the two completed facilities at
Sittwe and Paletwa by December
2016. Four new memorandums
of understanding (MOUs) were
also signed between the countries
relating to the fields of renewable
energy, construction and traditional
medicine. The two countries also
expressed their happiness at
the ongoing interaction between
theirneighbouring states and hoped
it will lead to better understanding
and cooperation between the people
living on both sides of the border.
During this visit four important
(14)

Memorandums of Understanding
(MOUs) were signed between the
two countries. The details of the
MOUs are as follows:
1. MoU on Cooperation in the
construction of 69 Bridges
including AP Approach Roads in
the Tamu-Kyigone-Kalewa Road
Section of the Trilateral Highway
in Myanmar. This was signed on
the Indian side by India’s Foreign
Secretary and on Myanmar’s
side by Permanent Secretary of
the Ministry of Construction.
2. MoU on Cooperation in the
construction / upgradation of
the Kalewa – Yagyi Road Section
was signed by India’s Foreign
Secretary
and
Myanmar’s
Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of Construction.
3. MoU on Cooperation in the Field
of Renewable Energy was signed
by India’s Secretary, Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy and
Myanmar’s Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs.
4. MoU on Cooperation in the
field of Traditional Systems of
Medicine was signed by India’s
Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH and
Myanmar’s Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs.
Vol 15: October 2016
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AS HER FIRST OFFICIAL DECISION
AUNG SAN SUU KYI RELEASES
POLITICAL PRISONERS AND
STUDENT PROTESTERS

PROTESTERS STAGING A PEACEFUL PROTEST IN YANGON IN 2007
Soon after assuming office after her
party National Democratic League’s
historic win in the elections, Ms.
Aung San Suu Kyi ordered freeing
of over 100 political prisoners and
student protesters. As per police
statement, a total of 100 political
prisoners were freed at various
locations all over the country.
The state-run, "Global new Light of
Myanmar" newspaper on Saturday
MYANMAR MATTERS
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cited police as saying that 113
political detainees were freed
across the country. Their freedom
came along with a general amnesty
for ordinary convicts ahead of
Myanmar's traditional New Year
festival, often the occasion for
prisoner releases.
This was an amnesty move carried
out just before the beginning
of Myanmar’s national festival
(15)

Thingyan. The prisoners were freed
on April 8, 2016 and the move was
greatly welcomed and praised
by human rights advocates. The
freeing of student protesters was
also applauded by the European
Union which sees it as a sign that
Myanmar’s new Government is
committed to upholding human
rights and fundamental freedoms of
all its citizens.
Vol 15: October 2016
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MS. SUU KYI SHOWS
HER COMMITMENT
TOWARDS PEACE
BY INITIATING THE
PEACE CONFERENCE
As soon as National League of
Democracy won the elections under
the leadership of Ms. Aung San
Suu Kyi and came to power they
made it very clear that maintaining
peace in the country is going to be
one of their top priorities. Showing
her commitment towards peace,
Ms. Suu Kyi kick started a peace
conference on August 31, 2016. This
conference is an attempt to put an
end to relentless fighting between
Myanmar’s army and the various
armed rebel groups active in the
country. This fighting has been going

The 21st Century Panglong
Conference
of
Myanmar
concluded in Nay Pyi Taw on
September 3, 2016. The event
was a success as all participants
agreed to find lasting solutions
through discussions and proper
coordination among themselves.
Significant progress has been
made in the direction of achieving
peace under the guideline of
Nationwide Cease fire Accord
(NCA). The four-day conference
ended with an appeal to all sides
to reconcile their differences and
immediately start coordinating
with each other to bring about
peace in Myanmar. One of the
main challenges being faced

MYANMAR MATTERS
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Using this conference as the
platform, Ms. Suu Kyi appealed to
various ethnic minorities of Myanmar
to overcome their differences and
start living in harmony with each
other. Myanmar's Aung San Suu
Kyi launched a major push to end
decades of fighting between the
military and myriad rebel groups

with an appeal on Wednesday to
the country's ethnic minorities
to overcome their differences
to achieve peace. She stressed
upon the fact that if Myanmar is
to become the kind of ideal nation
which they have been hoping for it to
be then peace is a definite necessity
to achieve that aim. Representatives
of most of the ethnic groups were
present during the conference. The
only ethnic minority absent was
the Rohingya Muslims whom the
Government of Myanmar refuses to
recognize.

during the conference was to
convince the non-signatories to
sign the NCA. It is really important
to get all ethnic minorities together
because unless all of them agree to
participate in the political dialogue
peace will not be possible.

Myanmar State Counselor Ms.
Aung San Suu Kyi, who is the
chairperson of Union Peace
Dialogue
Joint
Committee
(UPDJC) and on the last day of the
vent she thanked all stakeholders
for
successful
holding
of
the event. She stressed the
importance of public support in
the peace process and concluded
by saying that just discussions
in a conference are not enough
and efforts should be continued
for complete reunification of the
country. She further stated that
all participants make the 21st
Century Panglong Conference
a historical and honourable one
since it was first held in 1947.

on since the last many decades and
has resulted in the loss of many
lives. The expectations from this new
government are very high and this
seems to be a step in the direction
of meeting this expectations.

(16)
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NORTHEAST INDIA – MYANMAR
CONNECT: THE NEED TO ENSURE
BORDERLESS TRADE

A VIEW OF CHAMPHAI TOWN IN MIZORAM WHICH LIES CLOSE TO MYANMAR BORDER
Executive Summary: India and
Myanmar
have
a
historical
connection that goes back to the
fifth century and since then have
enjoyed mutual contact in the realm
of trade, commerce, religion, law,
political philosophy and culture.In
MYANMAR MATTERS
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1821, Myanmar conquered Assam
and came actually close to British
India. However, even prior to that the
North eastern states of India have
had much in common with Myanmar
as ethnically they are the same.
Most of the residents living in this
(17)

region moved here from Southern
China and earlier times there was
free interaction between the people
living in this region which was later
lost due to socio-political factors.
What we need now is to enable
this interaction again by increasing
Vol 15: October 2016

Neighbours - North East India
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connectivity, promoting educational
exchange and enhancing commerce.
To achieve these aims we will
need to provide security at the
border regions while still treating
northeast India and Myanmar as
one community and allowing free
movement in the region.
Relations between India and
Myanmar go back a long way. These
two countries were even the part
of the same Union for a long time
since 1885 when Myanmar (then
Burma) became a part of British
India. Myanmar was separated from
British India in the year 1937 and
eventually India and Myanmar got
independence from British rule in
1947 and 1948 respectively. After
gaining independence, closeness
and cordial relationship between
the two countries were maintained
because of friendship between
India’s first Prime Minister Mr.
Jawaharlal Nehru and Myanmar’s
first Prime Minister Mr. Nu. However,
that wasn’t the very beginning of
the closeness between these two
countries. Myanmar is located south
of the states of Mizoram, Manipur,
Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh
in Northeast India and the people
living there have always shared
close relationships with each
other. Buddhism, which originated
in India, is a big connecting factor
between them as Myanmar is
predominantly a Buddhist country.
In fact, the culture, lifestyle, and
even the physical characteristics of
the people living in Northeastern
states of India are very similar to
people of Myanmar. This is quite
understandable as anthropologically
the people living in this region are
the same. Indian state of Manipur
particularly shares a big cultural
connection with Myanmar due to its
close proximity. The similarities are
so much that cultures of Northeast
India and Myanmar can said to be
fully capable of being integrated
with each other.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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FIRST BURMESE PRIME MINISTER U NU
As a result of being under the army
rule for a long time, Myanmar
remained closed to most of the
rest of the world for many decades.
The relations with India were still
maintained but they were somewhat
limited. However, with Aung San
Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy winning the elections
and Myanmar moving towards
democracy, the closeness between
these two nations is definitely
going to increase a great deal. This
changed socio-political environment
is going to impact over 40 million
people living in Indian Northeastern
states and 60 million people living in
Myanmar a lot. This is a huge market
consisting of over 100 million people
which presents tremendous trade
opportunities. These people already
share a very similar culture and
can be considered as the same
community which has been engaging
in commerce since hundreds of
years. Additionally, India is a major
connecting point for Myanmar to
engage in trade with Bangladesh.
These three C’s of commerce,
(18)

culture
and
community
are
extremely important and should be
focused on. So far, enough attention
has not been paid to these socioeconomic factors despite India being
the largest market for Myanmar’s
exports. In the year 2015, total trade
between India and Myanmar stood
at around 49 million US $. Out of this
total amount, Myanmar’s exports
to India amounted to 31 million US
$ while Indian exports to Myanmar
equaled about 18 million US $. Union
of Myanmar Federation of Chambers
of
Commerce
and
Industry
(UMFCCI), expects the trade
between India and Myanmar to
reach 10 billion US dollars by 2016.
However, to achieve that target
more focus will need to be given
and some concrete steps need to be
taken:
• Tourism can help a lot in bringing
India and Myanmar together.
• Exploring not much yet explored
tourism sectors such as cultural,
medical, educational, religious
and
environmental
tourism
Vol 15: October 2016

Neighbours - North East India
would be greatly beneficial.
• The
Buddhism
connection
makes religious tourism a great
possibility.
• Educational tourism especially
has great potential as renowned
academic
institutions
like
Vivekananda School, DPS, and
Ramkrishna Mission. When it
comes to higher education IIIT
Guwahati is a correct fit for
IIIT Mandalay in addition to IIT
Guwahati and IIM Shillong.
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• Further opportunities in terms of
educational tourism are provided
by North Eastern Hill University
(NEHU), Sikkim Manipal Institute

of Medical Science (SMIMS),
Himalayan Pharmacy Institute
(HPI), Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS) in
Tezpur and RIMS, Guwahati.

• Cultural exchange programs
related to dance, music and
handicrafts etc. should be
organized on a regular basis.

• Special focus should be given
on enhancing trade through
the border towns of Moreh in
Manipur and Zokhawthar in
Mizoram.

• Such events encouraging the
sharing of culture will help
people in seeing their similarities
and coming closer to each other
while at the same time also
learning from each other.

• Nagas live on both sides of the
borders and thus Nagaland
needs to be provided free
access to Myanmar for cordial
relations
and
increased
connect between the people.

• Promoting
cross
border
participation in the festivals of
the region can act as a great
way of improving solidarity and
improving people to people
connection.

DUE TO BUDDHIST CONNECTION GAYA CAN ATTRACT A LOT OF TOURISTS FROM MYANMAR
In order to make the most of the
numerous opportunities that exists
between India and Myanmar,
improving connectivity is of prime
importance. India and Myanmar
share a1643 Km long international
border along India’s North Eastern
MYANMAR MATTERS
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Region. Most of this border is
porous but that is not a negative
point. It should be seen as a
positive advantage as it can help
in boosting trade and bringing the
people across these borders closer
to each other. Need for security
(19)

should not be neglected but cross
border movement between these
two nations should be encouraged.
A secure but borderless world in
this region would be a big boon to
everyone living here. We should
make use of modern security
Vol 15: October 2016
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equipment to ensure safety but
increased people to people connect
through movement between these
two countries should be facilitated.
The improvement in economic
development that will result from
this will in a way enhance security on
its own. This is because increased
trade will enable businesses to
flourish in the region which will
provide numerous employment
opportunities in the region. The

more the youth is employed the
less are the chances of its moving
towards crime and illegal activities.
Hence, more interaction between
the community members across the
border will enhance both security
and prosperity in the region.
• Initiatives such as Kaladan MultiModal Transit Transport Project
and
India–Myanmar–Thailand
Trilateral Highway are a great
step in this direction and many

more such projects need to be
started.
• Air connectivity between these
two countries also needs to be
enhanced.
• Flights

between

Imphal

and

Mandalay are available but their
frequency is not enough and it
definitely needs to be improved
by introducing daily flights.
billion were only 1.15 per cent of
total foreign direct investment that
Myanmar has received from over 40
countries.
The following steps can be taken to
improve this situation:
• Government investment alone
is not going to be enough.
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Therefore, private investments
need to be encouraged and
supported by the Government.
• 25-25-50 model can be utilized
to increase investment in the

KALADAN RIVER CONNECTS MYANMAR
WITH MIZORAM THROUGH BOATS
So, as is evident from various facts
such as lifestyle, culture, eating
habits, clothes, handicrafts and
even physical features and ethnic
identity- people living in India’s
North Eastern states and Myanmar
is in fact one community. The Ahoms
of Assam and the Shan people of
Myanmar are a part of the Tai ethnic
group of South East Asia with a
common lineage. It is estimated that
there are about 4.5 million Tai Man
and Shan people in Myanmar and
about 4 Million Tai Ahoms in Assam.
Similarly many other communities
in the North East like the Mizos,
Kukis Singpos, Nagas etc. either
trace their ancestry from Myanmar
or have a large number of their
ethnic brothers and cousins living in
Myanmar. Therefore, this region can
said to be Indo-Malayan Realm as
besides cultural and anthropological
similarities this region also shares
topological similarities.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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region. In this model, 25 percent

The connectivity between people
across borders which was there
earlier but was lost as India went
towards democracy and Myanmar
took the Army route needs to
be re-established.
Increasing
connectivity in this region is the
need of the hour and it will lead to
increased tourism which can act as
a great way of bringing the people
closer together and its potential
should be fully harnessed. Besides
that the tourism sector focusing
upon cultural, medical, educational,
and environmental tourism should
be developed and encouraged. India
being the bigger of the two countries
also needs to take more active part
in the economic development of
Myanmar. India still ranks low in
investment in Myanmar. According
to the Directorate of Investment and
Company Administration, at the end
of April 2016, combined investment
since 1988 at around US$ 733
(20)

cost of the project will be borne
by Myanmar Government, 25
percent will be given by Indian
Government and the remaining
50 percent will come from
private investors (half of this by
Indian private investors and the
other half by their counterparts
from Myanmar).
• India’s North Eastern states and
Myanmar should be considered
as core community.
• The borders between India and
Myanmar should be guarded by
security but the region should
be considered borderless for
increased prosperity.
• Cross border movement should
be encouraged and we should
aim at establishing a free trade
zone.
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ANNOUNCES

8th & 9th November 2016, Guwahati. Assam. India

Agenda:

Participants:

Conservation across Large Landscapes:
Tackling the Road Blocks
Outlining a Conservation Model across
Geographies & Demographics: Knowing
what needs to be done
Organizing & Resourcing: A 5 Year Road
Map

Government of Bhutan
Government of Myanmar
Government of Nepal
Government of India
Environmental Organizations
& Civil Society

Knowledge Partners:
IUCN | WWF | ANCF | WTI | ATREE | WCS APPL FOUNDATION | SANCTUARY ASIA
For Participation:
robineastment@baliparafoundation.com | elephanttalk@baliparafoundation.com
http://www.baliparafoundation.com/

Balipara Foundation Awards 2016
9th November 2016, Guwahati. Assam. India
The Annual Balipara Foundation Award
NaturenomicsTM Award
Green Legal Award
Himalayan Conservation Award
Green Guru Award
Young Naturalist Award
Food for the Future Award
Nature Conservancy Award
Lifetime Service Award
For Participation:
sanjiddutta@baliparafoundation.com | baliparaawards@baliparafoundation.com
http://www.baliparafoundation.com/
(21)
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GOVERNMENT PLANS TO PROVIDE SOLAR POWER SUPPLY FOR 80,000 HOUSEHOLDS IN ARUNACHAL

CENTER WILL HELP
ARUNACHAL PRADESH IN
HARNESSING POWER
Mr. Piyush Goel, the Union Minister
of State for Power and New &
Renewal Energy assured the
Government of Arunachal Pradesh
that the central government would
support the state in reaching its
maximum potential when it comes
to harnessing power. He assured
that the state will receive grants
from the Center to develop multiple
small power projects and erection
of transmission lines. Center is
going to release Rs. 14.83 crores to
Arunachal Pradesh for this purpose.
Mr. Goel further disclosed that his
Ministry has plans to encourage
the use of solar power and use it to
provide power to 80,000 households
in the State. All this was discussed
MYANMAR MATTERS
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with the Chief Minister of Arunachal
Pradesh Mr. Kalikho Pul which took
place in Delhi.Mr. Pul disclosed the
power related plans of the State
Government and stated that they
have already identified 89 projects
in the border areas. These projects
will be used to provide power to
those areas in the state which are
so far un-electrified.
The total capacity of these projects
is going to be 37.28 MW and the
expected cost is Rs. 725.47 crores.
A big plus point about these projects
is going to be that all power will
be harnessed in an eco-friendly
manner. He urged the Center to
provide clearance for all pending
(22)

funds due to which many of the
proposed hydro power projects
have not been completed yet. This
is proving to be a big hindrance in
meeting the power requirements of
the State. The Central Government
had agreed to fund 92 power projects
and a total amount of Rs.438.23
crores was allotted for them. Out
of these projects, 76 have been
completed already and another 15
projects are in advance stages of
completion. Once the remaining
amount of Rs. 14.85 crores is
released by the Center, Arunachal
Pradesh Government will be able
to begin work on the remaining
projects.
Vol 15: October 2016
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ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, NEW DELHI, INDIA

THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK PROMISES
AID TO SCHOOLS IN MEGHALAYA
More than 100 schools in Meghalaya
are going to benefit from the
financial aid committed by The
Asian Development Bank (ADB). All
these schools are government aided
and will be aided under a project
named “Supporting Human Capital
Development in Meghalaya”. ADB
is a regional development bank
headquartered in Mandaluyong,
Metro Manila, Philippines. It was
established on 19 December 1966
and it admits the members of the
United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the
MYANMAR MATTERS
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Pacific and non-regional developed
countries. The Director of the Human
and Social Development Division
in ADB’S South Asia Department,
Mr. Sungsup Ra has stated that
US $ 100 million will be spent as a
part of this project which focuses
on improvement of secondary
education and skill development.
This money will be spent on
providing proper infrastructure,
equipment and teaching facilities to
the students in Meghalaya. Ensuring
the right curriculum in schools
(23)

which can help students in easily
landing jobs after completing their
education will also be emphasised.
Out of the total cost of US $ 100
million, US $ 25 million will be borne
by The Meghalaya Government and
US $ 2 million will be provided by
Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction
for capacity building of civil society
organizations and government
departments and agencies. The
“Supporting
Human
Capital
Development in Meghalaya” Project
is expected to be completed within
the next five years.
Vol 15: October 2016
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ASEAN BUSINESS SUMMIT WITH FOCUS
ON MANIPUR TOOK PLACE IN IMPHAL
A three-day North East-Asean
Business Summit took place in
Imphal on April 9, 2016. This summit
focused on the entire North East
with major emphasis on Manipur.
This state is being seen as the main
trade point between India and South
East Asian countries. Manipur acts
as a key strategic location for trade
between Bangladesh and other
ASEAN countries. Keeping that in
in mind the need for a MoU to be
signed between Manipur Chamber
of Commerce and Bangladesh
was greatly stressed upon. The
attendees at the summit included
ambassadors
of
Philippines,
Vietnam and Thailand, Bangladesh
Commerce Minister Mr. Tofail
Ahmed, 140 Indian delegates, and
representatives from ASEAN. It was
organized jointly by Indian Chamber
of Commerce, Manipur commerce
and industries department and
Institute of Company Secretaries of
India.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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The main objective of this summit
was to promote the growth of India’s
North Eastern region by attracting
foreign as well as Indian investors.
The generation of more employment
opportunities for the youth through
the expansion of business was a
major goal. During the summit, Mr.
Tofail highlighted the long history of
close relations between Bangladesh
and India’s North Eastern states
and said that this summit holds
great importance for his country. He
stated that signing of memorandum
of understanding with Manipur
to boost trade and commerce is
of utmost importance. He also
extended an invitation to Manipur
Chief Minister Mr. OkramIbobi Singh
to visit Bangladesh with a trade
delegation.

a lot of spotlight after the 'Look

Mr. Govindas Konthoujam, the
Minister
for
Commerce
and
Industries for the state of Manipur
stated that Manipur is receiving

on the topic "Development through

(24)

East Policy' has been initiated by
the Government of India. He went
on to say that Manipur’s strategic
location makes it a very important
factor for the success of this policy.
Manipur’s huge potential in areas
such

as

farming,

floricultures,
aromatic

organic

plants,

and

medicinal plants can be harnessed
and it can also serve as a major
trade route for conducting business
with other Asian countries. Mr.
Konthoujam also said that Manipur
can learn a lot from Bangladesh
in the field of textile and garment
industries and increase its trade
potential even further. The summit
also featured a technical session
Infrastructure and Connectivity in
NE-ASEAN: Trade and Commerce
and Tourism'.
Vol 15: October 2016
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TSECL PAYS RS. 10 CRORE TO NEEPCO
Tripura State Electricity Corporation Ltd. (TSECL) was facing troubles in the past few months as it was not being able to
pay its dues to North Eastern Electric Power Corporation Limited (NEEPCO). As a result, NEEPCO had served a notice
to TSECL stating that if the dues are not paid it will stop providing 100 out of the 110 MW power that it supplies to the
state. This would have resulted in a major power crisis in Tripura. TSECL owed a total of Rs. 180 crore in payments to
NEEPCO but due to facing a major financial crisis it was not being able to pay its dues. However, in order to avoid facing
a major situation due to the electricity supply being discontinued it has released Rs. 10 crore payment to NEEPCO.

TSECL also said that it will clear the pending payment in a phased manner though it did not specify a time frame
for it. On receiving the payment of Rs 10 crore, NEEPCO has agreed to continue supplying power to TSECL but
only for the next two months. TSECL also owes a huge amount to ONGC Tripura Power Company Ltd. (OTPC) and
might get served a notice from them as well.
MYANMAR MATTERS
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WORK ON TRANS
ARUNACHAL HIGHWAY
FROM KHONSA
– CHANGLANG
COMMENCED

MR. NITIN GADKARI MINISTER FOR ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS AND SHIPPING
IS PAYING SPECIAL ATTENTION TOWARDS
DEVELOPMENT OF ROADS IN NORTH EAST

The work on 42 kilometres long
2-lane Trans Arunachal Highway
from Khonsa to Changlang was
commenced on April 8, 2016. This
highway will serve as a lifeline for
multiple villages and hence the
beginning of work on it was much
awaited by the local population.
The work was started at Charju
with much fanfare and there was
a huge gathering of various Head
of
Government
Departments,
local chiefs and public leaders.
Addressing this huge gathering, Mr.
Ravi Jha who is the Tirap Deputy
Commissioner congratulated all the
MYANMAR MATTERS
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people on this special occasion. He
appealed to the villagers to cooperate
in the development work and urged
the Construction Company M/S
MGCPL to take them into confidence
so as to complete the work smoothly
and as soon as possible. He assured
that Tirap District Administration
will provide every possible support
and cooperation.
Former
MLA
Mr.
Wanglam
Sawinwas also present on the
occasion and he praised the
district administration, concerned
department , Construction Company
(26)

M/S MGCPL and the local people for
their efforts in ensuring that all the
required formalities are completed
so that the work could proceed to
enable the work to begin. Another
former MLA, Mr. Kamthok Lowang
also addressed the gathering
and described this occasion as a
historic event. While addressing
the Construction Company M/S
MGCPL, he said that quality of work
should not be compromised in any
way and all technical specifications
and guidelines should be strictly
followed.
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MR. SARBANANDA
SONOWAL BECOMES THE
FIRST BJP CHIEF MINISTER
OF ASSAM
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MR. SARBANANDA SONOWAL
In a historic turn of events in the
Assam elections, Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) defeated Indian National
Congress for the first time. Mr.
Sarbananda Sonowal took oath as
the first BJP Chief Minister of Assam
on May 24, 2016, thus enabling
BJP to etch its name successfully
in the electoral history of Assam.
The swearing-in ceremony was
attended by Indian Prime Minister
Mr. Narendra Modi and many

other senior party members of
the BJP. Besides Mr. Sonowal, 10
other ministers also took oath at
this swearing-in ceremony. Prior
to these elections, Congress was
very strong in Assam and has won
and remained in power for three
consecutive terms ruling Assam for
15 years continuously.
Now at least for the next five
years Assam is going to be led and
governed by the BJP Government.

After three consecutive terms of
Congress rule, the frontier state
of Assam is now going to be led
by BJP for the next five years.
Congress leader and previous Chief
Minister of Assam,Mr. Tarun Gogoi
was also present on the occasion.
He gracefully accepted defeat in
the elections and stated that his
party will play the role of an active
opposition in the Assam Legislative
Assembly.

Here are some facts about the
2016 elections in Assam:

Islam Laskar in Barkhola. Mr. Nath
won by mere 42 votes.

• The two phases of Assam elections
2016 saw 85 percent turnout of
voters. In the previous 2011 elections
the turnout was 76 percent.

• Ex Chief Minister Mr. Tarun Gogoi
defeated BJP’s Mr. Kamakhya
Prasad Tasa by 17,495 votes in
Titabar.

• In the first phase of the elections
BJP won 48 seats which constituted
73 percent of the total 65 seats.

• All India United Democratic Front
Chief Mr. Maulana Badruddin Ajmal
who is considered as a kingmaker
in Assam politics was expected
to win easily but suffered a shock
defeat to Wazed Ali Choudhury of
the Congress in South Salmara. His
party managed to win 13 seats.

• In the second phase of the Assam
elections BJP won 62 percent seats
bagging 38 out of the total 61 seats.
• Mr. Atul Bora of BJP scored the
highest victory margin in these
elections by defeating Mr. Akon
Bora of Congress in Dispur by 1,
30,197 votes.

ASSAM’S EX CM
MR. TARUN GOGOI
MYANMAR MATTERS
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• The toughest fight took place
between Mr. Kishore Nath of BJP
and independent candidate Misbahul
(27)

• Seven of the ten sitting MLAs led
by Mr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, who
left Congress and contested on BJP
tickets won the elections. Mr. Sarma
himself also won in Jalukbari, by
85,935 votes.
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Connect North East 2016: Emergence of
a new paradigm for connectivity and
development in North East India
Agartala, Sep 24: The North East
is at an inflexionpoint of time with
the focus on connecting northeast
being echoed by leaders, policy
makers and industry members from
across India and abroad. The idea of
Connectivity led development was
the central theme at the recently
concluded three day international
conference CONNECT NORTHEAST
2016.
Thanking FICCI for arranging
the Summit in Agartala, Mr.
Manik Sarkar, Chief Minister of
Tripura urged FICCI to take up the
connectivity issues with the Union
Govt and help the NE States in
becoming an engine of growth. He
appreciated the role of the Govt of
India in improving bi-lateral relation
with Bangladesh and Myanmar.
While agreeing with the central
message, and the need for physical
connectivity
Nagaland
Chief
MYANMAR MATTERS
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Minister, T R Zeliang stressed upon
the importance of People-to-people
connectivity. Zeliang further added
“given the unique land holding
system among the nagas, the
Government of India shouldshould
consider a fencing less border with
Myanmar in Nagaland. He further
said, rail and road connectivity with
rest of the country and South East
Asian countries must be upgraded
to international level to end the
isolation of NER States. He also
focused upon lack of electricity and
internet connectivity in the region.
Ranjit Barthakur, Chairman of FICCI
North East Advisory Council said
the commitment of the Government
is evident from the extremely
pragmatic yet motivating speeches
made by the Chief Ministers. He
stressed on the need to bring about
the level of economic and cultural
integration that existed before 1947
if the North East is to graduate to a
(28)

higher growth trajectory.
The Northeastern part of India
has been at a great disadvantage,
being virtually disconnected from
the Mainland India except forthe
narrow Chicken’s Neck corridor
which connects the region with West
Bengal. A once prosperous region
with a GDP that exceeded many
other regions of India and probably
the world, the north east has had
to bear the brunt of an unfortunate
chain of events that started with
partition of the country in 1947.The
region was a leading producer of
tea and with the discovery of crude
oil the region was one of the key
revenue sources for British India.
The people of the region historically
and traditionally had close ties
with the people of the neighboring
countries. The strategic positioning
of the region was jeopardized with
the attention shifting from the
remote North East after partition.
Vol 15: October 2016
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“For business, the single most
important factor is connectivity,
India already looses some 15% on
logistics cost, and when you come
to the North East, the situation
is worse” said Dr. A Didar Singh,
Secretary General of FICCI while
delivering the welcome address at
the inaugural session of Connect
North East 2016 in Agartala.
The North East Connectivity Summit
was conceptualized on the premise
that better connectivity would
lead to faster and more inclusive
development in 2014, focusing on
core connectivity issues of surface
and air connectivity. The attempt
was to bring forth a convergence of
efforts and intellectual output into
a common platform which could
highlight the needs of the north
east region and catalyze action for
re enabling it as an economic and
strategic area of interest for the
sub-region.
With more than 5300 kms of
international borders,strengthening
and expansion of connectivity
network with the neighboring
countries
like
Bangladesh,
Myanmar etc has been a long
standing demand in the region. The
North East Connectivity Summits,
since 2014 have been trying to
gather data and crucial analysis
about these issues through several
reports to substantiate the viability
of connectivity led development
and catalyze investment in critical
connectivity
infrastructure.
Multilaterals like World Bank,
UNESCAP etc have also joined
hands with FICCI, the State
Governments of the region and
industry members in order harness
the expandingpossibilities that the
region represents.
Connect North East 2016, the third
MYANMAR MATTERS
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North East Connectivity Summit was
organized in Tripura which shares
more 850 kms of international
borders with Bangladesh and
is undoubtedly a strategic point
for trade and commerce with
Bangladesh and even SE Asia
through the Chittagong port.
Tripura has important resources
like Rubber, Bamboo, Gas, Agrihorti Resources and many important
locations for Tourism.With a long
border with Bangladesh the state
has the potential to become a major
hub of commercial activity and
manufacturing. Unfortunately the
state has been severely constrained
by a huge gap in connectivity with
mainland India, with the rest of
North East and with neighboring
Bangladesh, though in recent
times the conditions have begun
to improve. “Dhaka is just 150 km
from Tripura's capital Agartala,
Chittagong port is just 75 km from
Tripura's border and Ashuganj river
port is very near (50 km)” saidDr.
BibekDebroy, Member of NITI Aayog
who was one of the speakers at the
Summit. He also said that AgartalaAkhaura rail link is being set up to
connect north-east with Bangladesh
and Akhaura check post is being
modernized and many border
haats (markets) are being set up to
enhance trade with Bangladesh.
Connect North East 2016 was
organized with Border Trade and
expansion of cross border marketing
linkages with Bangladesh and other
South East Asian region as a central
theme. The Government of Tripura
joined the initiative as the host state.
The private sector and multilateral
agencieswere invited to look at
Tripura as a region with immense
potential for widening business
reach offering access to not only the
(29)

people of Tripura and North Eastern
states but also to a base of more
than 3.2 billionpeople in BBIN and
South Asian Region.
The summit saw many perspectives
converge at one single platform.
Mr Manik Sarkar, Chief Minister
of Tripura was joined by his
counterpart from Nagaland, Mr T R
Zeliang, Chief Minister of Nagland.
Dr BibekDebroy, Member NitiAayog,
Tapan Chakraborty, Minister of
Indiustries, Tripura and Amir
Hossain Amu, Minister of Industries
from Bangladesh were some of the
important leaders who helped set
the stage for a wider dialogue at
Connect North East 2016. Several
MPs and senior officials from Tripura
and other North Eastern States also
presented their viewpoints on the
issues of connectivity. Ms. Sushmita
Deb, MP from Assam said that
the issue being deliberated upon
was very important and beyond
narrowness of politics, which is why
the summit was successful for the
third time.
There was a visible interest from
the international community with
the representatives and delegations
from
Bangladesh,
Bhutan,
Myanmar, Japan, Russia, and the
United Statesetc taking active part
in the deliberations at Agartala.
“These are all positive developments
to build connectivity and boost trade
relations, we must work towards an
action oriented agenda. Chairman
of FICCI NE advisory Council, Ranjit
Barthakur said, the summit was
organized by FICCI with support
from the Tripura government to
present a glimpse of the emerging
opportunities for business in the
state and connectivity was one of
the core issues impacting economic
development in the region.
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NEIGHBOURS – BHUTAN

INDIA WILL CONTINUE BUYING
ENERGY FROM BHUTAN
The Secretary for the Ministry of
Power, Mr. Pradeep Kumar Pujari,
has stated that India will continue
to buy energy from Bhutan. This
statement was made in connection
to another related news which
stated that India is driven to expand
its power generation capacity by
three times and reach the 800 GW
mark by the year 2030. The plan
is to add 100 MW of solar power
by the year 2022 and also work on
harnessing wind power by adding 8
MW to its capacity each year. The
Indian Government is aiming at
providing electricity to every village
and household by the year 2021.
However, even after increased
power generation capacity India will
still continue exporting power which
MYANMAR MATTERS
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means that Bhutan’s energy market
in India is fully secure.
There’s a huge latent demand for
electricity in India where the current
per capita energy consumption is
1,100 units on an average. However,
this average is limited by the lack of
availability of enough electricity and
also does not take into account the
people living in regions which have
no access to electricity. Once more
electricity is available for supply,
the demand for it and consumption
will automatically go up. Making
use of renewable sources of energy
such as solar power and wind power
is a good view to meet the energy
requirements of the country but they
depend on factors such as sunlight
and wind direction and therefore
(31)

output could fluctuate.
Thermal power is the main source
of electricity in India at the present
but thermal power Plants require
about 24 hours to commission after
every load shedding. Hydro power
plants are required to balance
the grid in such a situation and
the more we move towards other
renewable sources of energy, more
hydroelectricity will be needed. In
spite of tapping into various forms
of energy production the need
for importing electricity will still
remain. Bhutan might soon get a
new market for its power as besides
India, Bangladesh is also interested
in importing electricity from Bhutan.
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BELDANGI REFUGEE CAMP
HOUSES THOUSANDS OF
BHUTANESE REFUGEES

USAID WILL PROVIDE $ 1 MILLION
FOR BHUTANESE REFUGEES
The U.S. Agency for International
Development
(USAID)
has
committed to help the Bhutanese
refugees living in camps in Nepal by
providing a US $ 1 million aid. The
money will be provided to World
Food Programme (WFP) and it will
help to provide food to over 17000
refugees. WFP is the world's largest
humanitarian
agency
fighting
hunger
worldwide,
delivering
food assistance in emergencies
and working with communities
to improve nutrition and build
resilience. Each year, WFP assists
MYANMAR MATTERS
Vol 12: June - July 2015

some 80 million people in around 75
countries.USAID has been regularly
contributing to WFP for the past ten
years and at present it is the biggest
supporter of the programme.
Between the years 2006 and 2016,
USAID has contributed close to
US$34 million to WFP.
WFP has been working hard to
make life easier for the Bhutanese
refugees. In the first quarter of 2016,
it distributed some 730 metric tons
of food to them. Additionally, extra
rations were provided to those of
(32)

them who are children under the age
of five, pregnant women and nursing
mothers and HIV and TB patients.
WFP is also working to help promote
and enable self-reliance among the
refugees by providing tools, seeds,
and guidance to them for cultivating
and maintaining their own vegetable
gardens. The refugee community
is happy on receiving this aid and
WFP Representative and Country
Director Ms. Pippa Bradford has
also expressed her gratefulness on
behalf of WFP.
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INDIA WILL
CONTINUE TO
SUPPLY HIGH
SPEED DIESEL TO
BANGLADESH
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INDIA’S PETROLEUM MINISTER
MR. DHARMENDRA PRADHAN
As per an announcement made
by India’s Petroleum Minister Mr.
Dharmendra Pradhan, India will
continue to supply high speed diesel
to Bangladesh. The announcement
was made in Dhaka on April 17, 2016
during Mr. Pradhan’s’ three day visit
to Bangladesh. India supplies 2200

MT high speed diesel from Siliguri
marketing terminal of Numaligarh
Refinery Ltd. (NRL) to Parbatipur
depot of Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC). During this visit
he met Bangladesh’s Prime Minister
Ms. Sheikh Hasina and shared the
details about Indian hydrocarbon

infrastructure project proposals in
Bangladesh. The most important of
these proposed projects is setting
up of LPG import terminal at
Chittagong by Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC).

India supplies 2200 MT high speed
diesel from Siliguri marketing
terminal of Numaligarh Refinery
Ltd. (NRL) to Parbatipur, depot of
Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation ( BPC)

BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER MS. SHEIKH HASINA
MYANMAR MATTERS
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IOC and BPC are going to sign a memorandum or
understanding on broad aspects of cooperation
in downstream oil and gas sector opportunities
in Bangladesh. During his talks with Ms. Hasina,
Mr. Pradhan also discussed the prospects of the
"Indo-Bangla Friendship Pipeline". He also met
Bangladeshi Power Minister Mr. Nasrul Hamid
and Ms. Hasina's adviser on energy, power and
mineral resources Mr. Tawfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury
to discuss various important matters. Later
on April 19, 2016 he also visited Chittagong to
witness award of contract by Eastern Refineries
Ltd. to Engineers India Limited (EIL) as project
management and consultant for its three MMTPA
refinery expansion project.
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BANGLADESH GETS U.S. $ 217
MILLION FROM WORLD BANK
TO UPGRADE POWER PLANT

WORLD BANK BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C., UNITED STATES
World
Bank’s
International
Development Association (IDA) and
the Government of Bangladesh have
signed an agreement to upgrade
a unit in the Ghorashal power
station. As per this agreement
Bangladesh will receive US $217
million from World Bank which will
enable it to more than double the
Ghorashal unit’s existing electricity
generation
capacity.
Currently
this unit is generating 170 MW and
when completed, this project will
increase this capacity to 409 MW.
The improvements will involve
transforming a gas-fired steam
MYANMAR MATTERS
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unit which will increase the plant’s
overall efficiency from 30% to 54%.
The specific fuel consumption per
gigawatt hour will be reduced by
44% and the emission of greenhouse
gases will also be considerably
lowered. Along with financial aid,
capacity building and institutional
support will also be provided to the
Bangladesh Power Development
Board.
World Bank’s Acting Country
Director for Bangladesh, Mr.
Rajashree Paralkar has stated that
improvement in the power sector
will help Bangladesh immensely as
(34)

reliable, low-cost electricity is one
of the main requirements for this
country’s economy to grow steadily
at a healthy rate. This credit from
IDA has a 38-year term, including a
six-year grace period, and a service
charge of 0.75 percent. Including this
aid of US $ 217 million, World Bank’s
total support to the Bangladesh’s
power sector till date is around US
$1.7 billion. In the fiscal year 2016,
the World Bank has committed over
US $773 million in new financing in
Bangladesh.
Vol 15: October 2016

MYANMAR MATTERS

Vol 12: June - July 2015

(35)

Vol
Vol15:
15:October
October2016
2016

CONTENT COMPILED AND EDITED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES FOR NON-COMMERCIAL RESEARCH AND PRIVATE STUDY. FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY

CONTENT
COMPILED
ANDAND
EDITED
FROM VARIOUS
SOURCES SOURCES
FOR NON-COMMERCIAL
RESEARCH AND PRIVATE
STUDY.
FORPRIVATE
PRIVATE CIRCULATION
CONTENT
COMPILED
EDITED
FROM VARIOUS
FOR NON-COMMERCIAL
RESEARCH
AND
STUDY. FORONLY
PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY

The Plus Factor

Free Circulation
www.myanmarmatters.com

