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DAWN OF DEMOCRACY IN MYANMAR
Myanmar, The Economist wrote last year, is “a rare example of an authoritarian regime
changing itself from within.”As it borders India, Bangladesh, China, Laos and Thailand,
bridging South Asia and Southeast Asia, the country is what has been called “a glorious
mishmash” of people who immigrated from all directions to create a multi-ethnic society,
or rather set of societies.
The transition to democracy began in early 2011, when
parliamentary elections turned the government civilian
(though the military retained substantial power in
Parliament, the ministries and the courts).
But the real hero of democratization may be President
Thein Sein, who responded to growing economic, social
and political pressures by pushing substantial democratic
reforms, including competitive parliamentary elections,
releasing hundreds of political prisoners, making tentative
peace agreements with most of the major armed ethnic
groups, passing basic human rights laws and removing STONE PILLAR OF INDEPENDENCE IN YANGON
press censorship.
His reputation, however, seems to have been tarnished by his recent inability to deal with
internal strife between hardline Buddhists and the Rohingyas, which has forced about
135,000 people to flee their homes over the last six months with thousands seeking shelter
in camps that the UN's under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs and emergency
relief coordinator, Valerie Amos, has described as “terrible.”
With an election scheduled for 2015, investor optimism is high and money is pouring into
Myanmar - the global economic landscape. Myanmar has a rich supply of natural resources
that remain untapped, while labor costs remain affordable. The Government has also
invested heavily in infrastructure projects for capacity building, earmarking special
economic zones for foreign funded industrial complexes.
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INDIA'S EASTERN CORRIDORS LINK TO MYANMAR

INDIA'S EASTERN DOORS OPENS TO
GREEN INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR
Stretched far across the eastern arm of India, the eight states – Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram, Sikkim, Manipur and Nagaland forming the 'North Eastern
triangle', are the most unique part of India. These eight states occupy about 8 percent of
India's total geographical area and are bestowed with rich natural resources, which bring in
a key ingredient for development – forests cover about 52 percent of the area and are home
to the most exotic flora and fauna. The NE shares over 5,300 km of border with
neighbouring countries including China, Bhutan, Myanmar, Bangladesh and Nepal. The
May 2014 elections saw a new minister, Gen. V.K. Singh, as the minister for North East
affairs, who envisages a robust regional economic plan to dovetail with new international
trade relationships for the North East (NE).
SEVEN SISTERS CORRIDOR
A “Seven sisters Corridor” model of infrastructure, entrepreneurship and foreign policy is
currently underway and is taking inspiration from the existing model, Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor, which is already dramatically changing the landscape of India's western
hinterland.
In the North East, the multi-billion dollar mega infrastructure project has been proposed to
provide high speed road connectivity, land for industrial regions and complimentary
housing needs, uninterrupted power, access to ports for trading goods, financing for start-up
entrepreneurs and small businesses, broadband and telecom access for businesses, and
security to people, would link the Seven Sister states of the North East to each other and to
adjoining neighbours like Bangladesh, Myanmar and Bhutan.
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THE INDO-MYANMAR FRIENDSHIP GATE AT MOREH , A BORDER TOWN BETWEEN INDIA AND MYANMAR

This plan would extend the existing Friendship Road border point at Moreh (Manipur) with
Myanmar, and connect two more border towns –Zowkhathar in Mizoram and Avakhung in
Nagaland – again with Myanmar.
The corridor's success will depend on thriving industrial activity being developed around it
– not just big private players feeding off the region's lucrative natural resource base, but
more specifically small and medium value-added businesses.
With the opening up of Myanmar, the region will be strategically placed to act as a bridge
between mainland India and the ASEAN countries.
BIODIVERSITY ZONE & CARBON SINK
Any natural or manmade reservoir that absorbs more carbon than it emits is a carbon sink.
The substantial forest cover available in NE India, Myanmar and Bhutan has been playing
such a role. With proper management, this region could be converted into one of the most
powerful carbon sinks of the world and be retained as a very important biodiversity hotspot
of the world.
It is proposed that the contagious and near contagious forest cover in the entire sub region
comprising NE India, Myanmar and Bhutan should be managed as a single large
Biodiversity Zone cum Carbon Sink.
To establish the region as a biodiversity zone, cooperation between the authorities and
stakeholders in NE India, Myanmar, and Bhutan will be of paramount importance.
For the NE to develop at a faster pace and catch up with rest of the country, it is imperative
that the artificial isolation that the frontier region has been living through for the past 65
years be ended.

- Ranjit Barthakur, Founding Chairman, Myanmar Matters
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YANGON, MYANMAR

RESURGENCE OF MYANMAR
Myanmar has a history marked by periods of varied fortune and discreditable incidents.
Since its independence from the British Rule in 1948, the country has remained isolated
from the rest of the world. The reasons are reprehensible. On a daily basis, news column on
the International Section has a very brittle opinion regarding the conditions prevailing in
Myanmar.
The news often talks about the country being plagued by political instability, economic
mismanagement, military intervention and raging ethnic tensions. Yet it has stood the test of
time and its burdened hardships.
The people of Myanmar have time and again personified the spirit for Tolerance and Nonviolence. The country has produced the greatest awe inspiring leader of the modern era,
named Daw (Madam) Aung San Suu Kyi. Influenced by both Mahatma Gandhi's
philosophy of non-violence and more specifically by Buddhist concepts, Aung San Suu Kyi
undoubtedly is the figure this country needs to look upto.
Myanmar is a land with scores of cultural diversity. The country has around 20 major ethnic
groups, along with greater number of dialects and languages. Some would vision diversity
in culture as a tool to economic advancement; however Myanmar has experienced nothing
but raging ethnic tensions.
The nation is headed by a civilian president and two vice presidents. The military remains an
institution unto itself, and the head of the armed forces retains the right to invoke
extraordinary powers including the ability to suspend civil liberties and abrogate
parliamentary authority.
The country needs an image makeover. It needs the world to focus on more vital aspects that
govern the spirit of Myanmar. Myanmar as we know it also a nation famous for its bounty
scenic beauty. The international forum should be forced to focus on the 1,250 miles (2,000
kilometers) of coastline and some of the finest stretches of beach in Asia.
4

Vol 8: June - July 2014

CONTENT COMPILED AND EDITED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES FOR NON-COMMERCIAL RESEARCH AND PRIVATE STUDY. FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY.

YANGON, MYANMAR

The world ought to talk about water throwing festival, which symbolizes the washing away
of the previous year's bad luck and sins. It should be recognized for its appetite for betel nut,
production of rice, dressing culture and the talent it beholds in the game of soccer. Myanmar
needs to remind itself of the time when it dominated soccer in Southeast by winning the
Asian Games twice in the 1960s and 1970. That in order to flourish the Myanmar
government ought to remove the flaws in the system .The government needs to overcome
the lack of inaccessibility and vagueness in its laws. It needs to introspect the unfairness of
its laws and the arbitrary manner in which they are applied. The inaccessibility of the laws
not only makes any meaningful study of the country's legal system difficult, but also
compounds the problems that litigants within Myanmar, especially defendants in criminal
trials, are regularly subjected to in the preparation of their cases.
Myanmar needs to give credence to internationally accepted norms such as the principle of
proclamation/notification, the principle of exceptional threat, the principle of
proportionality, the principle of non-discrimination and the principle of inalienability of
certain fundamental rights.
All the leading international human rights treaties require that governments do not, under
any circumstances, derogate from certain 'core' rights which are considered so basic that
they should be respected even during the gravest emergency. Myanmar to establish itself as
a pioneer nation, needs to respect the right to life; the prohibition of torture; the prohibition
of slavery; the prohibition of imprisonment for non-payment of civil debt; the prohibition
of retroactive penal measures; the right to recognition of legal personality; and freedom of
conscience and religion.
Before I conclude I would like to pick up an old saying goes 1 day 1 yard. Bagan won't
move. (Do it a little every day, and you'll achieve).
Signing off…Myanmar from strength to strength
Vibhor Gupta, Advocate
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THINGYAN FESTIVAL IN MYANMAR

PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN MYANMAR
Historically, women in Myanmar have had a unique social status in Burmese society.
According to the research done by Daw Mya Sein, Burmese women "for centuries – even
before recorded history" owned a "high measure of independence" and had retained their
"legal and economic rights" despite the influences of Buddhism and Hinduism.
However, key findings indicate that apart from their involvement in civil society and NGOs,
women are found to have very low levels of participation in various governance institutions
operating at the subnational level in Myanmar. At the union level, women's participation in
elections, parliament, and the executive is very low. Also, women's representation in the
national-level legislature in Myanmar is extremely low compared to other ASEAN
countries. The next lowest level of women's representation in the national lower or single
house is found in Malaysia, but even there women's representation is almost 80% higher
than it is in Myanmar.
Evidence suggests that women prioritize issues of health, education, sanitation and
microfinance. Therefore, increasing women's participation is likely to make governance
decision-making more responsive to women's concerns, and have general positive effects on
the performance of governance institutions. Barriers to women's participation in
subnational governance in Myanmar are found to include:
• A lack of experience and certain skills
• Low bargaining power within households
• High time constraints
• Restrictions on women's travel
• Traditional norms that ascribe authority to men over women
• Lack of confidence
• Lack of acceptance of female leadership
6
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SEVERAL TIMES A DAY, BURMESE WOMEN WORK IN GROUPS TO CLEAN THE SHWÉDAGON PAGODA IN YANGON

However, enabling factors for women's participation in Myanmar include:
• Relatively high level of gender equality in formal educational attainment
• Deliberate actions of the Myanmar Government to increase women's participation
• Aspiration from women already in leadership positions inspiring and enabling other
women to follow in their footsteps.
The government should seriously consider introducing a quota system that mandates a
minimum proportion of women in certain elected positions, or on political parties'
candidate lists. International experience shows that the success of quotas in raising
women's interactive/participation, and ensuring that government becomes more
responsive to women's preferences, is variable. Therefore, any such possible policy needs
to be designed very carefully, and be appropriately tailored to the Myanmar context.
Various governance actors should work together to increase the availability of gender
awareness training, and training in relevant specific skills, to women across Myanmar.
Skills and leadership trainings offered by the government and non-government actors
need to be made equally accessible to women as they are to men. Important considerations
in this regard include ensuring that trainings are offered at times when women are able to
attend, and if long distance travel is required that safe means of travel (and
accommodation if needed) are provided.
Women's participation in the political life of Myanmar is gaining attention from policy
makers and researchers, but systematic data remains lacking. Women's leadership has
been found to be especially strongly resisted in the spheres of politics, religion, and in
many traditional cultural activities/societies. A number of the barriers to women's
participation are starting to fall, making the possibility of increasing women's
participation more likely.
7
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YORK CENTER SETS UP
BUSINESS HUB IN YANGON

YORK CENTER SETS UP BUSINESS HUB IN YANGON

HILTON REACHES AGREEMENT
ON FIVE NEW HOTELS IN MYANMAR
The Virginia-based, Hilton Worldwide Inc., announced
agreements with a Myanmar-based company, Eden Group,
to manage two of its hotels, Thingaha Garden in Nay Pyi Taw
and Thingaha Ngapali at the Rakhine State beach resort.
Both hotels will be rebranded as Hilton properties and are
slated to receive their first guests later this year.
In addition to these two locations, Hilton is also likely to
open the Hilton Bagan and Hilton Inle Lake in 2016 followed
by the Hilton Mandalay in 2017.
“The introduction of five Hilton properties to the key
destinations of Nay Pyi Taw, Ngapali, Bagan, Mandalay and
Inle Lake marks our commitment to Myanmar and we are
pleased to be working with a partner of the experience and
standing of the Eden Group to advance our footprint within
this dynamic country,” Andrew Clough, senior vice
president of development of Middle East & Asia Pacific for
Hilton Worldwide, said in a statement.
The new projects come amid a tourism boom, with the
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism reporting that more than 2
million people visited Myanmar in 2013. While less than half
arrived by air through Yangon, it has forecast 3 million
visitors in 2014.
“We see the market place in Myanmar offering compelling
opportunities for many of our brands,” Mr Clough said. “We
have been and continue to be on the lookout for further
opportunities.”
Eden Group is one of Myanmar's largest conglomerates and
was founded by U Chit Khine, who serves as the company's
chairman, in 1990. It has interests in tourism, construction,
banking, agri-business, petroleum products and trading.
8

Scipio Services and York Center property
owners have signed a management
service agreement, offering minimum
six-month leases to firms looking for
office space in Yangon. The agreement
entails the development of the project
through a long term lease on BuildOperate-Transfer terms often employed
by large foreign firms.
The three-story building is 18,000 square
feet, with up to nine separate offices, and
is located on the former York Street – now
Yaw Min Gyi Street – near the Park Royal
Hotel in Dagon Township.
Long-term leases are suitable for firms
with longer horizons, such as hotels, but
often have high capital requirements and a
permitting process that can be
discouraging to smaller foreign investors
with shorter investment horizons,
according to Scipio managing director
Brett David Miller.

CNF GRANTED PERMISSION
TO OPEN BUSINESS OFFICES
The Chin National Front (CNF) was
recently granted permission by the Chin
State Government to open new business
offices in Falam and Mindat Towns.
In Chin State, CNF already has business
offices in Rihkhawdar Town on the IndoMyanmar border and Paletwa Town, a
major port on the Kaladan River near
Burma's border with Bangladesh. It also
has liaison offices in the towns of Tidim,
Thantlang and Matupi.
As part of Burma's peace process, the
Chin State government, the CNF, and
Japan's Nippon Foundation have
cooperated to distribute rice in Chin
State's border areas. The CNF has also
worked alongside the Chin State
government and the Denmark-based
Danida Community Group to supply
computers and internet connections to
government high schools in Chin State.
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INVESTMENT IN RICE MILLING
KEY TO BOOSTING EXPORT

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE - MYANMAR'S GARMENT INDUSTRY
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GAP MOVES INTO MYANMAR'S
GARMENT INDUSTRY
Myanmar's apparel industry has both grown and declined
over the past two decades subject to changing international
environment and consequent availability and absence of
market access. New challenges are also expanding for
Myanmar, with infrastructural services, electricity and
transportation, being unreliable and costly and western
companies facing stricter international standards on labor
conditions, requiring due diligence before taking on new
suppliers.
However, the prospects are getting brighter for the apparel
industry in Myanmar due to a sharp rise in the local
currency's real exchange rate, pushing up worker's wages, in
terms of the US dollar.
The birth of “civilian” government in March 2011 improved
Myanmar's relations with the international community and
Western sanctions were largely lifted by the Obama
administration. This had American companies, including
Coca Cola, General Electric Co. and APR Energy, embark on
significant investments in Myanmar.
Gap Inc., the first major U.S. apparel retailerto tap
Myanmar's garment industry,has commissioned two
factories in Yangon to produce jackets and outerwear for its
Old Navy and Banana Republic brands.Gap will benefit in
two ways from expanding into Myanmar -its clothing can be
produced at a lower cost and it now has an additional hub for
its growing operations in Asia. The company has also
launched education and training programs for Burmese
women with the aid of U.S. agencies.If Gap's efforts in
Myanmar pay off, we could see a lot more retailers follow
suit.
9

With Myanmar's agriculture sector being
the country's largest employer, the sector
has seen little improvement in
agricultural productivity, with more than
90 percent of total rice mills in Myanmar
using outdated machinery. Most of the
rice produced in the country is of low
quality and unsuitable for foreign export
markets.
The Government of Myanmar has set a
goal of exporting 4 million metric tons of
rice by 2020 and attracting foreign
investment to the rice milling sector,
would be a key step towards boosting
exports, required for improving rice
production and processing.
The government should also take steps
such as improving water management,
providing land tenure security and
making investments in rural roads that
connect farms to markets. Other short
term measures include easy availability
of commercial loans to rice millers,
establishing a predictable trade policy,
lowering port charges and reducing
export procedure costs.

CORPORATISATION MOVE FOR
MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
State-owned Myanma Oil and Gas
Enterprise (MOGE) has invited foreign
companies to submit expressions of
interest (EOI) in drilling, pipeline
construction, maintenance and
exploration of offshore oil blocks.
The Government of Myanmar has said
that it plans to make MOGE a stateowned corporation, in order to improve
its performance as well as separate its
business activities from its role as a
regulator of the country's oil and gas
industry.“This is the beginning of the
corporatisation process for MOGE,” said
U Than Min, a MOGE director.
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FINANCE
STOCK EXCHANGE TO
PROTECT INVESTORS

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION SET TO DEBUT
Despite delays in the process, Myanmar will get the
Securities Exchange Commission this month or next,
according to Daiwa Securities Group, which is helping
Myanmar authorities set up a stock market here. The
Government of Myanmar plans to launch the stock exchange
in 2015.
Although Parliament passed a Securities Exchange Law on
July 31, 2013, it's implementing by-laws and regulations
remain in the pipeline.
The number of public companies in Myanmar raises
questions about the emergence of a capital market.
Currently, there are 142. The number will increase
significantly, but many experts say there are still not enough
for a viable stock exchange. Most companies remain private,
and there are numerous reasons why they are either unable or
unwilling to turn themselves into public companies.
Sources have said that some foreign investors have
purchased shares of local public enterprises that plan to list in
future in the hope to boost capital gains. These purchases are
illegal. To allow foreign investment in the stock market, the
country may also need to amend the foreign investment act.
The Myanmar Companies Act places limits on foreign
ownership of companies registered here, generally in the
form of ratios between foreigner and Myanmar nationals, but
rules will be required in the stock exchange to ensure these
ratios are sustained.
Worries are growing that Myanmar's stock exchange might
end up like those of Cambodia and Lao, which have only two
or three companies listed on them. From my point, I can say
Myanmar won't face the destiny of Cambodia and Lao as
Japan has assisted Myanmar
10

The Stock Exchange must be established
to help protect ignorant investors, said
Deputy Finance Minister Dr Maung
Maung Thein. “If we do not establish a
stock exchange, people may be cheated
out of their money by others posing as
public companies,” he said. There are an
estimated 200 companies in Myanmar
with the potential to list on the stock
exchange due to open in October 2015, of
which only five or six companies would
meet the conditions for listing, which
included transparency, international
accounting standards and tax
compliance. The Myanmar Economic
Bank and Japan's Daiwa Securities
Group and the Tokyo Stock Exchange
have already signed an MOU to float on
the stock exchange.

FOREIGN BANKS TO GET GREEN
LIGHT TO OPERATE IN
MYANMAR
Local businesses responded with hope
when the Central Bank of Myanmar
(CBM) announced that foreign banks
would be allowed to operate in the local
market. Domestic banks do not offer
them long-term or large loans, and the
interest rates they charge are far higher
than those charged by international
banks due to higher operating costs.
CBM has established a selection
committee which will allow up to ten
foreign banks to operate in the country.
To protect Myanmar banks, the foreign
banks would initially not be allowed to
handle kyat. A selection committee
established by the CBM was accepting
applications and would decide by the end
of the year which foreign banks would
receive operating licences, said U Win
Myint, the secretary of the Pyithu
Hluttaw's Banks and Monetary
Development Committee.
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RUBBER PLANTATION IN MYANMAR
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LIKELY RISE IN ILLEGAL
RUBBER EXPORT
Domestic rubber production is estimated to be
approximately 160,000 tonnes per year, though official
statistics have recorded consistent exports of about 90,000
tonnes per year. Recent increases in rubber production, not
being reflected in export statistics, are leading officials to
conclude that illegal exports are on the rise.
“Some traders have found they are able to carry rubber
anywhere in the country without inspection and can carry it
easily to other countries,” said U Khint Myint, Secretary of
the Myanmar Rubber Planters and Producers Association.
“Catching these informal rubber exporters would likely
mean Myanmar's official exports would be at least 100,000
tonnes this year,” he said. “But if not, illegal exports will
likely get bigger – so the government needs to urgently
conduct effective raids.” Trucks carrying raw rubber
wrapped in plastic to conceal the smell often slip undetected
through the borders, while others deliberately underestimate
the size of their rubber loads at the border, all in a bid to avoid
export duties.Traders using the legal channels not only had
to worry about paying taxes, but faced higher labour and
transport charges.
The export of raw rubber is outlawed to keep processing jobs
in Myanmar, but trading partners are said to prefer raw
rubber to Myanmar's semi-processed rubber, leading to
smuggling. Some illegal traders are also keen to avoid
paying taxes, such as a 2 percent tax on exported goods that
began in June last year. Officials suspect that illegal
exporters are making use of popular trade routes such as
Muse and Chinshwehaw linking Shan State and China, and
illegal links in the Payathanzou border area near Thailand.
11

An E-Visa system is expected to be
available for arrivals to Myanmar, for
applicants from countries that do not
have a Myanmar Embassy, by the end of
this year. This project is a collaboration
between the Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism, the Ministry of Immigration
and Population and Myanma Posts and
Telecommunications (MPT).
U Maung Maung Than, Director in the
Ministry of Immigration and Population,
said the system will benefit both foreign
businessmen and tourists arriving in
Myanmar. The E-Visa system would
allow applicants to receive their
Myanmar visa within three days, saving
both time and money and also further
boost the country's already growing
tourism industry.

RESTRICTIONS TO RELIGIOUS
CONVERSION IN MYANMAR
The Government of Myanmar has been
warned by three United nation experts on
freedom of religion, minority issues and
human rights, to discard the draft bill on
'Religious Conversion' that may result in
the arbitrary denial of the right to change
or adopt a religion or belief in the
country.
The draft bill, made public on 27May
2014, has a cumbersome application and
approval process ahead with human
rights experts dismissing the bill over the
potential for it to impact negatively on
religious freedoms and the rights of
religious and ethnic minorities.

SHWEGUGYI TEMPLE WHERE SITHU, KING OF PAGAN
DYNASTY OF MYANMAR, WAS ASSASSINATED
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PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY BILL SIGNED
BY PRESIDENT THEIN SEIN

H.E. THEIN SEIN, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
THE UNION OF MYANMAR

PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
BOOST FOR AVIATION SECTOR
With the exponential boost of tourism in Myanmar, the
government is planning to offer up contracts to expand and
operate approximately 39 regional airports in the country
later this year. The airports include those serving growing
tourist destinations, like Heho near Inle Lake, Nyaung-U at
Bagan, and Thandwe near Ngapali beach, but also planned
economic hubs like Kyaukphyu and Dawei.
The Department of Civil Aviation (DCA) has planned to call
tenders from local and foreign firms to upgrade 30 domestic
airports. "It will take at least two or three months to prepare
to invite investors," said Kyaw Soe, director of the
Department of Civil Aviation's (DCA) Aerodrome Standard
and Safety Division. The DCA said the latest tender will go
out asking for companies to invest in improving airports and
operate them as public-private partnerships.The tender
follows the awarding of deals to operate the Yangon
International Airport and Mandalay's airport, given to a
subsidiary of Myanmar-owned company Asia World and
Japan's Mitsubishi Corporation, respectively.
There is however some doubt whether the private sector will
bring the help needed to update the country's crumbling
smaller airstrips.The Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) is currently working on a “survey,” which
will feed into a government transport master plan. Japan last
year initiated a US$12 million project to upgrade safety at
the country's six biggest airports with new communications
and navigation equipment.
That should facilitate business and tourist travel across
Myanmar's vast distances, which would in theory help
spread economic growth around.
12

The Peaceful Assembly Bill, signed by
President TheinSein, eliminates a clause
allowing the authorities to reject
permission so long as they remain
peaceful. It also reduces the maximum
penalty for those charged with causing
unrest to one year in prison.Section 18 of
the original law has been used numerous
times by the government to lock up
peaceful protestors and stifle dissent.
The amended version states that
protestors still have to seek permission
but the authorities have to approve it.
That means protestors are still guilty if
they fail to seek permission.

DISABLED RIGHTS COUNCIL
TO BE FORMED IN MYANMAR
Myanmar's premier national-level
bodyfor disabled rights, a 21-member
Myanmar Council of People with
Disabilities, is soon to be formed and will
work towards implementing nationwide
policies to protect the disabled.
Recently, a national conference on
disability was held in Yangon, where the
council was conceived and board
members voted in. Hearing-impaired
Yadanar Aung, deputy-principal of the
Mandalay School for the Deaf, was
appointed as the council's chairman.
“We will work to adopt a law to protect
disabled people and to implement the
UNCRPD [UN Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities],” Min Soe,
one of the appointed council members,
told attendees of the conference.
Myanmar's Department of Social
Welfare estimated that approximately
2.3 percent of the country's population,
amounting to about 1.3 million people,
are living with disabilities.
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CHINA'S SECOND COAST: IMPLICATIONS FOR
NORTHEAST INDIA
With the coming to power of the new NDA government at the Centreand the appointment of
Gen (Retd) V. K. Singh, former Chief of Army Staff, and now a federal minister of Ministry
of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), the noticeable signs are that India is
serious about both development and security in this strategic region, bordering Bangladesh,
Bhutan, China and Myanmar.
What is, however, interesting, and of strategic significance, besides China's growing
military presence in Tibet, is its activities in Myanmar especially with regard to ambitions
for better access to the sea via the Myanmar coast.China has been diligently building up its
'second coast' in Myanmar overlooking the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea. While this
build up has the undivided attention of India's Navy and defense establishment, it would be
vital to add the future implications for the Northeast, to make a holistic strategic and security
assessment.
Myanmar's 2,276 km long coastline in the Bay of Bengal has the potential to provide China a
strategic presence in the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea. Especially transportation
logistics to the 'second coast' from landlocked south west Chinese provinces like Yunnan
have both economic and strategic benefits.China is building an integrated transport system
linking the Kyaukpyu port to Yunnan Province in South West China with the sole aim of
reducing energy shipping through the Malacca Strait and South China Sea. The plans
include a railroad project from Kunming, the capital of Yunnan, to Kyaukpyu to complete
the logistics loop to the 'second coast'.
India needs to put in place a well-coordinated approach to secure the maritime and land
neighborhood of the Bay of Bengal and Northeast India. This would include strengthening
naval and coastal patrol assets in the coastal waters off the Andaman and Nicobar islands as
well as enhanced strategic assets at the Northeastern borders opposite the 'second coast'.
13
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USA IN MYANMAR:
COMMERCIAL DIPLOMACY

INDO-MYANMAR BUS CONNECTIVITY

MYANMAR: A BUS RIDE AWAY
FROM INDIA
Nitin Gadkari, who recently took over as Minister of Road
Transport and Highways, is said to be meeting officials from
the Government of Myanmar with a delegation from India,
for promoting infrastructure projects in the North-East and
finalizing the agreement for a proposed bus service between
India and Myanmar.
With an aim to boost connectivity with neighbouring South
Asian countries, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his
government are set to launch a weekly cross border bus
service between India and Myanmar.
A 14 hour bus ride covering a distance of 579 kms, would
start from Imphal in Manipur and commence in the town of
Mandalay in central Myanmar. This service is likely to start
in October this year. Though pricing per ticket is yet to be
announced, officials are looking at an approximate fee of Rs.
2000 or below with the service of visa on arrival available to
travelers. Officials are also expecting to allow movement of
freight traffic as well, depending upon the response of the
weekly bus service.
“The project which was in a limbo for about two years got an
impetus after the new government took over. Apart from
strengthening bilateral ties between the two countries, it will
also boost economic activity in the region” said a road
ministry official.
The Indian government is also assisting Myanmar to
upgrade a 70 km stretch of road which becomes non
motorable during the rainy season, according to an official.
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US Commerce Secretary, Penny
Pritzker's regional tour to Myanmar,
Philippines and Vietnam was intended to
elaborate on the economic dimension of
President Obama's pivot to Asia. Pritzker
met Burmese President Thein Sein in
Naypyidaw, as well as Vice President
NyanTun and Shwe Mann, speaker of the
Lower House to encourage the “building
of soft and hard infrastructure necessary
to support the growth of emerging
partners.” To each she reportedly
stressed the need for the Burmese
government to “build on the progress that
has been made by implementing
measures that increase inclusive
economic development, promote
government transparency and
accountability, and safeguard labour
rights and human rights.” Burma's
emergence as a US trade partner is
distinguished most clearly by a jump in
US exports from US$9.8 million in 2010
to $145 million in 2013.

MARITIME SPAT TO AID
RICE EXPORTERS
Growing tensions in the South China Sea
in recent months is leading China to shun
Vietnam for its rice imports, opening the
door for Myanmar exporters. To be able
to quickly reach an agreement allowing
official rice exports to China, Myanmar
needs to first address the problem of low
productivity of high quality rice. Most of
Myanmar's official exports currently go
to African countries, but they are now
looking to grow market share closer to
home.
World Bank economist Sergiy Zorya,
said that Vietnam is a competitive
exporter and China is a price-sensitive
market, so “the Chinese government will
think pragmatically in this regard”.
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BANGLADESH, MYANMAR REACH
AGREEMENT ON BORDER CRISIS

AUSTRALIA'S FOREIGN MINISTER JULIE BISHOP AND
MYANMAR'S PRESIDENT H.E. THEIN SEIN
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AUSTRALIAN AID TO MYANMAR
In January 2013, Australia became the first Western nation to
sign a Memorandum of Understanding on Development
Cooperation with the Myanmar government. Australia's
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop recently went on a three-day
tour to Myanmar to have a formal meeting with President
Thein Sein and Foreign Minister U Wunna Maung Lwin,
where they discussed trade, investment and defence
cooperation.
In her meeting with Sein, she also raised Australia's concerns
about the human rights situation, specifically focusing on
the government's commitment to implement an action plan
in Rakhine state, which has been greatly affected by intercommunal violence. Ms Bishop announced that Australia
will contribute more money to support Myanmar's peace
process. From the existing Aid budget, $24.5 million will
reportedly go to boosting economic growth in the nation.It
also includes $5 million for the World Bank to help
modernise financial management systems, $9 million for
support in the peace process and $10 million for urgent
humanitarian aid, to provide food, water and sanitation.
U Wunna Maung Lwin confirmed that he will sign up to the
Colombo Plan so Australian university students will be able
to study in Myanmar from next year. During the visit, Ms
Bishop also held a 45-minute meeting with opposition
leader and Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, who is fighting
for changes to Myanmar's constitution.
With Myanmar set to host the East Asia Summit in
November and parliamentary elections expected to take
place in 2015, it will be crucial to maintain strong pressure if
Australia's aid package is going to play a constructive role in
Myanmar's development
15

After two weeks of rising tensions on the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border, the two
sides reached an agreement in
Naypyidaw over the ongoing border
crisis. In a nine-point statement, the two
countries agreed to share information
regarding border issues and establish a
direct channel of communication
between senior officials from both sides.
They also vowed to work together to
crack down on the illegal narcotics trade
across their common frontier.
The two sides agreed to set up a border
liaison office to curb cross-border crime,
and to educate people living in the border
area about the demarcation. In a show of
friendship, the two sides will also
conduct goodwill visits.

SINGAPORE AND MYANMAR TO
COOPERATE ON CONSTRUCTION
KyaukPhyu, in Western Myanmar, is one
of three SEZs earmarked for
development by the Government of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Singapore-based consortium led by CPG
Consultants has been appointed to
develop the master plan that will guide
the development of this SEZ.The CPG
Consortium, comprising CPG
Consultants, DTZ Debenham Tie Leung
(SEA), Ernst & Young Solutions, Global
Maritime And Port Services and PM
Link, will oversee master planning of the
site. CPG Consortium will invite
interested firms to submit their
expressions of interest later this month,
for phase one of the economic zone.

AUSTRALIA'S FOREIGN MINISTER JULIE BISHOP
INTERACTS WITH DAW AUNG SAN SUU KYI
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BANKING REFORMS IN MYANMAR
The financial sector is the lifeblood of any country's economy, and its smooth functioning is
central to the economy's rapid and inclusive economic growth. A well-functioning financial
system must intermediate efficiently between savers and borrowers, manage risks
prudently, provide a wide variety of financial services, mobilize savings effectively,
identify and lend for sound investments, remain robust in the face of shocks, and ensure that
access to finance is available to all.
Achieving these aims in Myanmar will require making gradual, steady, and transparent
reforms to the current financial system to overcome the failings of the past, address the
sector's weaknesses, and build on its strengths. Policymakers will need to display patience
and flexibility—knowing that the pace of reform will need to match the country's
availability of skills and its institutional capacity. Also, periodic shocks, whether
originating at home or abroad, will require strategic adjustments and an occasional
recalibration of priorities.
The banking sector in Myanmar is dominated by state-owned banks. After nationalizing the
banking system during the socialist era and experiencing a severe bank run in 2003, the
Myanmar banking system is currently undergoing a significant reform process aiming at
growth and sustainability.The on-going revision of the legal framework is bringing
Myanmar closer to international standards and is changing the way banks operate.
Myanmar needs a reform strategy that reflects these principles. Crafting such an approach,
even when the intention is not to provide a blueprint, involves identifying the key
challenges facing the financial sector and finding ways to address them. The task is urgent
and, where appropriate, the Myanmar authorities may wish to invite technical assistance
from relevant international agencies.The Myanmar banking sector is particularly facing
challenges in the pace and nature of the reform process, developing human resources, and
in re-establishing trust in the banking sector.
16
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Another major challenge is how to develop their own banking system so they can support the
development of its own small medium enterprises (SMEs) and its own local corporate so that
later on it will compete with these multinational corporations that are coming into the
country.
During the recent reform process, the banking sector in Myanmar has already undergone
tremendous changes. The upcoming years will continue to bring along changes and will pose
challenges to the sector. Banks are currently up-scaling their operations and growing in
terms of clients, branches, staff members, and total assets. After more than five decades,
foreign banks are set to fully return to Myanmar later this year as part of the government’s
policy reforms aimed at developing the economy and infrastructure. The foreign banks will
also provide a key source of funding in a country hungry for capital for development.
Key economic reforms in Myanmar concerning the easing and simplification of foreign
investment restrictions and procedures have moved ahead under the new Myanmar Foreign
Investment Law (MFIL) of 2012. The country moved toward a managed floating of its
currency, the kyat, which was earlier pegged to the U.S. dollar. This has eased significant
complexities faced by investors and traders related to the multiplicity of exchange rates
before. The authorities have also shown commitment toward granting more autonomy to the
central bank in monetary policy decisions.
Three years of reforms have yielded mixed results. Even though the economy has made
progress, implementation of these reforms and further clarity of the law at a broader level
remains the government’s key focus before general elections in 2015. Foreign investors are
still wary of political instability, policy reversals, corruption (which Transparency
International’s Corruption Perception index ranked Myanmar 157 out of 177 in 2013), the
problems of unskilled labor and the country’s huge infrastructure deficit.
17
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BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOT: NEW
FRAMEWORK FOR INDIAMYANMAR-CHINA

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE - MANGROVES IN MYANMAR

MYANMAR AND NORWAY TO
COOPERATE ON ENVIRONMENT
CONSERVATION
With Myanmar being faced with problems of mangrove
forests disappearing at an alarming rate, the Government of
Myanmar is in the process of cooperating with Norway to
initiate a mangrove forest conservation plan.
Myanmar's Minister of Environmental Conservation and
Forestry U Win Tun and visiting head of Norwegian
Parliament's Standing Committee for Energy and the
Environment Ola Elvestuen, recently had a meeting wherein
the two sides discussed cooperation with international nongovernmental organizations in rehabilitation programs,
mangrove forest conservation activities between the
Ministry and the Worldview International Foundation. A
Memorandum of Understanding in this regard is expected to
be signed.
In May this year, Myanmar and Norway sought cooperation
in environmental conservation sector as part of their bilateral
cooperation, initiating a letter of intent on the move in its
latest development.
The Myanmar Government and Norway's Ministry of
Climate and Environment initiated a letter of intent on
cooperation in undertakings also covering water resources
preservation in Sittoung and Bago river basins, development
of world-famous tourist site of Inlay Lake in Shan state and
betterment of social economy of ethnic minorities residing
around the lake. Besides these, implementation of Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD+),
promoting cooperation with NGOs in environmental
conservation tasks, development and poverty alleviation
schemes were also covered by the two countries' intention.
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Representatives from the governments of
India, China and Myanmar, in
collaboration with the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD), met in Nay Pyi
Taw, to develop a framework for regional
cooperation for promoting conservation
and sustainable development in the
Brahmaputra-Salween Landscape
(BSL).The landscape includes parts of
Namdapha National Park and Tiger
Reserve in India, parts of northern forest
complex and six townships of Kachin
state and Sagaing region in Myanmar,
and Gaoligongshan region in Yunnan,
China.
The landscape unit lies at the junction of
three global biodiversity hotspots and is
one of the areas with the richest
biodiversity in the world, between two
important river systems, the Brahmaputra
and the Salween.

MYANMAR SIGNS ENVIRONMENTAL
PACT WITH SOUTH KOREA
The Government of South Korea and
Myanmar's Ministry of Environmental
Conservation recently signed an
environmental protection agreement in
Yangon.With an exponential increase in
pollution, deforestation and increasing
resource extraction due to a phase of rapid
economic development in Myanmar, the
two sides signed the agreement to carry
out environmental policies, prevent the
degradation of bio-diversity and climate
change and reduce the impact on the
environment and local ecosystems. The
agreement also helps share information
on how to control and supervise air
pollution, manage water quality control
and underground water supplies and
conduct environmental research.
Vol 8: June-July 2014

CONTENT COMPILED AND EDITED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES FOR NON-COMMERCIAL RESEARCH AND PRIVATE STUDY. FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY.

ADVERTISEMENT

19

Vol 8: June-July 2014

USD 2M FOR OFF-GRID
RENEWABLE ENERGY IN MYANMAR

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE - ELECTRICITY WOES IN MYANMAR

100-MW GAS-FIRED POWER
PLANT IN MYANMAR
With electrification rates around 29%, among the lowest in
the region and 45 million people in Myanmar living without
power, APR Energy, one of the global leaders in power
supplies, has gone live on a power plant in upper Myanmar,
becoming the first US company to sign a power generation
agreement with the Myanmar government.
APR Energy PLC won the contract, through an open tender
conducted by Myanmar's Ministry of Electric Power, to
build a 100-megawatt power plant in Myanmar, likely one of
the largest investments in the country by a U.S. company
since sanctions against the country were lifted.
The plant, in the central Mandalay region, will supply power
to more than six million people, tapping Myanmar's large
reserves of national gas via the Shwe gas pipeline. The
1,200-kilometer overland pipeline is a key Chinese
undertaking in the country, seen as a strategically important
source of energy that will allow China to reduce its reliance
on the Strait of Malacca, one of the world's busiest oiltransit routes, separating oil producers in the Middle East
from oil consumers in North Asia for its energy needs.
In the APR Energy news release, the U.S. ambassador to
Myanmar, Derek Mitchell, said doing business in an
emerging market "does not come without its challenges,
including the need to implement economic reform policies,
address infrastructure challenges and benefit from the
country's economic potential."
The company said that it will contribute to the economic and
social progress of Myanmar by increasing job opportunities
for local people and supporting the community through
development programs.
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Asian Development Bank through a $2
million grant project will bring power to
25 off-grid villages of Myanmar to
pioneer the expansion of renewable
energy in the country.The technical
assistance, funded by the Government of
Japan, will also help develop access and
investment plans for renewable energy
and strengthen government institutions
in the design of small-scale renewable
energy systems.
The three-year project, due for
completion in June 2017, will include the
installation of 10MW of small-scale
renewable energy systems focused on
solar and biomass.
The project will install pilots, focusing
on the central dry zone (Mandalay,
Sagaing, and Magway regions) and
develop investment plans and policies
for renewable energy expansion in these
areas.

MYANMAR'S KEY TO POWER:
CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM
Like any developing economy, one of the
most important building blocks for
Myanmar's economic development will
be access to electricity. Without power,
Myanmar's industry will not reach its full
potential. The government is keen to
build its internal capacity, and has the
opportunity to learn from the experiences
of its neighbouring countries in
developing its power sector. In addition,
the appetite is there in a project finance
lending community that has seen fewer
opportunities come to market in SouthEast Asia in 2013 than might have been
hoped for.
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PROPOSAL: PEACEFUL
NUCLEAR PROGRAM

THANLWIN BRIDGE (MAWLAMYAING) IS THE LONGEST BRIDGE IN BURMA
AND CONNECTS THE CITY OF MAWLAMYAING WITH MOTTAMA
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THANLWIN RIVER HYDRO DAM:
BEING REVIVED
The Government of Myanmar plans to give the green light to
three of six hydroelectric projects to begin construction on
the Thanlwin River within three months, where feasibility
studies have been completed.
The three projects with completed feasibility studies are
Kunlong on the upper Thanlwin River, with an estimated
capacity of 1400 megawatts, Naungpha with a capacity of
1000MW, and Manntaung with 200MW. All three have
Chinese firms as the joint venture partner.
The hydro projects will be the first of their kind since
President Thein Sein halted the Myitsone dam in 2011. The
controversial dam was to be constructed at the confluence of
the Maykha and Malikha rivers in Kachin State.
Construction of a number of other hydroelectric projects
also ground to a halt after the president's decision.
The current government has also seemed to shift its focus
from previous administration's to prioritise environmental
and social impacts. The Thanlwin River passes through
China, Myanmar and Thailand. China plans to build 27 dams
on the river, which the Mekong Energy and Ecology
Network official said could adversely affect the entire river
as political borders do not match up with ecological ones.
Regulatory concerns are gaining in importance because
parliamentary members and other government ministries are
worried about the social and environment issues resulting
from projects, which was not the case under the old
government.
21

Amyotha Hluttaw representative, U
Myint Kyi, has urged the government to
follow in the footsteps of some of its
neighbours and develop a nuclear
programme focusing on energy and
research. A nuclear technology program
would bring benefits to medical research,
agriculture, measurements of
environmental changes and strength
testing of large dams.
The Ministry of Science and Technology
says it plans to implement a nuclear
energy plan in 2014-15 with financial
assistance from the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). Last year
Myanmar signed up to an additional
protocol of the IAEA, giving the agency
greater access to facilities in the country.

SUNLABOB FORGES MYANMAR
PV PARTNERSHIP
Rural renewable energy specialist,
Sunlabob, has forged a partnership with
Myanmar-based sustainable energy firm
Relitec to tap into Myanmar's growing
demand for power and develop clean
energy provision in the Southeast Asian
country Sunlabob said less than 30% of
residents have access to grid-connected
electricity in Myanmar, a country of 60
million people, while estimates suggest
only 4% of the rural population has
electricity.
Andy Schroeter, CEO of Sunlabob, said:
“This partnership is an important step for
both Sunlabob and Relitec to provide
high-quality renewable energy solutions
to Myanmar, a country greatly in need of
reliable, affordable energy.

THANLYIN IS LOCATED ON THE SOUTHERN BANK OF BAGO RIVER
AND AT THE CONFLUENCE OF YANGON RIVER AND BAGO RIVER.
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INFRASTRUCTURE
US$ 4 MILLION DEVELOPMENT
PLAN: KADAN ISLAND

A YOUNG REFUGEE FROM MYANMAR'S ETHNIC CHIN MINORITY
HOLDS A PLACARD DURING A PROTEST RALLY TO MARK WORLD
REFUGEE DAY IN NEW DELHI JUNE 20, 2011.

RELIGIOUS CONVERSION LAW
THREATENS FREEDOM
Over 80 organizations from civil society worldwide have
called on the Government of Myanmar to scrap the proposed
legislation that would unlawfully restrict the right to freely
choose a religion. If adopted, this law would violate
fundamental human rights and could lead to further violence
against Muslims and other religious minorities in the
country.
The draft “Religious Conversion Law” sets out a process for
applying for official permission to convert from one religion
to another. It grants Township-level officials from various
government departments sweeping powers to determine
whether an applicant has exercised free will in choosing to
change religion. Those found to be applying for conversion
“with the intent of insulting or destroying a religion” could
be punished by up to two years' imprisonment. Compelling
an individual to convert to another religion through “undue
influence or pressure” could carry a one-year jail penalty.
Under instruction from President Thein Sein and the
Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Shwe Mann, the
Ministry of Religious Affairs (MoRA) drafted the law based
on proposals by a Buddhist organization called the
Association for the Protection of Race and Religion.
The right to freedom of religion or belief is widely
recognized as having customary international law status.
Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
explicitly states that the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion includes the freedom to change his
or her religion or beliefs.
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The Myeik Public Corporation (MPC) is
planning to invest US$ 4 million in the
development of a resort hotel on Kadan
Island in the Myeik Archipelago. The
new project will begin in March next
year with many tourists expected to
arrive in the region from Maw Daung, the
border station with Thailand, in
Thanintharyi Region, a trading point that
is expected to become fully operational
next year.
Earlier this year, MPC was looking at
four new tourism projects,Khuntee,
Eastern Sula, Langan and Tanintharyi,
but has shifted its priorities to Kadan
because of the opportunities on offer
there.

MYANMAR AS PART OF REGIONAL
PUSH: IHH HEALTHCARE
Malaysia's IHH Healthcare, one of the
world's largest hospital operators, is
eyeing expansion in Myanmar, as well as
possibilities in other countries in
Southeast Asia, including China and
Vietnam. The company's chief executive,
Tan See Leng, said that the company is
eyeing both organic growth and
acquisition opportunities in Myanmar,
adding that two particular sites of interest
in the formerly-isolated nation are
Yangon and Mandalay, the country's two
largest cities.
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TRIVIA
ACROSS

2

1.Largest city, used to be capital of Myanmar
2.Won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1991
3.Water body separating India and Bangladesh from Myanmar
4.Once known as the _____ basket of Asia
5.One-thousand mile long river which flows through
4

1

central Myanmar

1

DOWN

6

2

3

5

1.Place of death of Thibaw,
3

last king of Myanmar
2.Pagoda which enshrines eight hairs that belonged
4

to Buddha
3.Capital of Myanmar
4.Month that Myanmar celebrate their independence

5

5.Currency of Myanmar
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6.European country ruled Myanmar immediately prior to independence in 1948
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GOLF COURSE IN MYANMAR

LIVING ON THE GREENS:
GOLF TAKES OVER MYANMAR
At the turn of the Century, after full British occupation of Myanmar in 1885, the City of
Yangon was already an important flourishing trade center internationally bursting with big
and small British commercial organizations. Senior staff of trade organizations, officers of
British Regiments, ranking British administrators and merchants decided to bring to
Yangon their popular pastime sport, the game of golf.

After decades in the shadows, Myanmar
opened up to reveal a surprisingly robust
and vibrant golfing community throughout
the country

The first golf course in Myanmar was opened in
1887 which is located in the town of Thayetmyo
about 225 miles from North of Yangon.

After decades in the shadows, Myanmar opened up
to reveal a surprisingly robust and vibrant golfing community throughout the country.
Being a former outpost of the British Empire there are a lot of older golf courses left behind
by the British, which are kept in great condition such as Yangon Golf Club built in 1909.
Some of the older golf courses have been renovated and they have matured over the years to
offer fantastic venues for the adventurous golf traveler.
Myanmar is one of the last virgin golf destinations in South East Asia for golf holidays
boasting a wide variety of golf courses.Today there are 127 golf courses all over the country
from Myitkyina in far north Myanmar to the southernmost town of Kawthaung (formerly
Victoria Point).
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PUN HLAING GOLF RESORT, MYANMAR

As most of the best golf courses in Myanmar are located around Yangon city and some in
major tourist hotspots such as Bagan, Mandalay, Taunggyi, Kyaingtong and Lashio, there
are enormous potentials for golf holidays. Moreover, the rates such as green fees, caddie
fees, buggy rental and other service charges are
It is golden opportunity for those who
relatively cheaper compared with the neighboring
wish to play golf in exotic courses, besides
countries. It is golden opportunity for those who wish to
an experience of un-spoilt natural beauty
play golf in exotic courses, besides an experience of unand to enjoy the warm hospitality of the
spoilt natural beauty and to enjoy the warm hospitality of
Myanmar people.
the Myanmar people.
The best time for golf tours are from October to May. Yangon, Taunggyi near Inle Lake and
central Myanmar (Mandalay and Bagan) for all year round.
Golf is a passion of many people, particularly in Myanmar and is recognized with one of
the best golf courses worldwide; the Gary Player designed Pun Hlaing Golf Club.
Some of the other prominent Myanmar Golf Clubs and Myanmar Golf Courses are the:
§

Bagan Golf Club

§

Ye'mon Island Golf Resort,

§

Yangon Thayet Golf Club, Pyi.

§

YCDC Golf Club, Yangon

§

YedagunTaung Golf Club, Mandalay

§

Ayetharyar Golf Resort, Shan state.

§

PyinOoLwinGolf Club.
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MIIT - GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY

LEAPING TOWARDS A BRIGHTER FUTURE:
MYANMAR INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
Myanmar Institute of Information Technology (MIIT) is a National Centre of Excellence
established by the Government of the Republic of Union of Myanmar to impart education
and conduct research in the field of Information Technology. The Institute is being
established with the help of the Government of India under a MOU entered into between the
two Governments. The International Institute of Information Technology, Bangalore (IIITB) India is the mentor institution which is providing technical and academic support to the
project.
IIITs, with their unique model of education, research, and industry interaction, are
Institutions of considerable repute in academic as well as corporate circles in India and
abroad. IIIT-B was established in 1999 with a vision to contribute to the IT sector by
focusing on education and research, entrepreneurship and innovation. IIIT-B with its
excellent credentials and linkages to software industry has been entrusted with the role of
mentoring the MIIT.
A Ground Breaking Ceremony, signaling the auspicious beginning to the establishment of
the campus was held on 17th June 2014 at Mandalay. The Ceremony was presided over by
the Hon'ble Union Minister H.E Dr. KoKoOo, Ministry of Science and Technology
Myanmar. Deputy Minister H.E Dr Aung KyawMyat, Ministry of Science and Technology
and Ambassador of India to Myanmar, H.E. Gautam Mukhopadhaya also participated in the
Ceremony. A team of professors from IIIT-B comprising of Prof Sadagopan, Professor
Vijaya Raghavan, Dr. KRV “Raja” Subramanian and Dr. Debarata Das and officials
involved in the project from Myanmar and Ministry of External Affairs, GoI also attended
the ceremony.
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OFFICIALS FROM INDIAN INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, BANGALORE AND
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AT GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY OF MIIT IN MANDALAY

Ambassador Mukhopadhaya thanked the Honourable Union Minister for the support
extended by the Government of Myanmar for the project. He congratulated the team from
IIIT(B) for the successful commencement of the course in Post Gradate Diploma in
Software Development at Bangalore from 5th May 2014 which is the first programme under
the banner of MIIT. He hoped that the Degree Programme would be able to begin from
December 2014 at Mandalay as scheduled.
Ambassador Mukhopadhaya said that India's continued commitment for development
cooperation in Myanmar includes a financial commitment of US$ 24 million earmarked for
IT projects. Notable projects in the field of IT which have been completed/ are under active
implementation with assistance from India include - the establishment and subsequent
upgradation of IMCEITS at Yangon; establishment of the Language lab and E-resource
centre at MOFA Nay Pyi Taw and Yangon; hardware assistance to the Central Land Records
Development Training Centre (CLRDTC) Takkyi Township, Yangon; support to the IT
Training Programme for 100 Young Myanmar Entrepreneurs at the Infosys Global
Education Centre, India (as part of the Myanmar President U TheinSein's Initiative to
develop human resource and entrepreneurship in Myanmar) in collaboration with
UNESCAP; and the proposal for setting up Centre of Excellence in Software Development
and Training (CESDT) under the ASEAN-India Fund.
In his remarks Ambassador mentioned that the Information technology sector in India has
increased its contribution to India's GDP from 1.2% in 1998 to 7.5% in 2012. The IT sector
In India aggregated revenues of US$100 billion in 2012, growing by over 9%. He said that
many IT companies from India have already been engaged by the Government of Myanmar
and the private sector for various projects under implementation and hoped that Myanmar
would further leverage India's expertise and experience in the IT sector for growth of its
economy and development of the Country.
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