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MYANMAR’S ECONOMIC PROGRESS

The Myanmar Economic Monitor (MEM), released in November 2013,
reports that growth in 2012/13 was strong at 6.5 percent driven mainly by
strong performance in gas production, services, construction, foreign direct
investment, and commodity exports. It also indicates that the outlook in the
short to medium term remains positive although there are risks, both on the
domestic as well as external fronts. It also reports
that inflation has been on the rise in recent months,
reaching 7.3 percent in August, on account of increasing
food costs and housing rental costs. The MEM further
observes that in recent months the nominal and real
effective exchange rates have been depreciating which
helps to make Myanmar’s exports more competitive.
However, these indicators appear to have started
appreciating in August, which could erode Myanmar’s
export competitiveness.
The MEM also notes that the various reforms recently
undertaken by the Government and planned reforms
appropriately focus on improving the environment for photo - forumblog.org
business in the country. These include the removal of
import and export licensing requirements on some 600 products, the approval
of new regulations on foreign investment to provide greater clarity to some
aspects of the new Foreign Investment Law enacted last year, the granting of
licenses to private insurance companies for the first time in 50 years, and the
enactment of the anti-corruption law, just to mention a few. more
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Foreword
TIME TO GENERATE MOMENTUM
A diverse range of opportunities exist in Myanmar as the country rejoins the
ranks of dynamic Asian economies. A substantial investment in the country’s
infrastructure - telecom, power and transportation, is for the asking and
rekindling of consumer demand will require a rapid development of Myanmar’s
financial services industry. Myanmar’s resurgent tourism industry will require
a significant increase in facilities to cope with demand.
But are we losing the opportunity in Myanmar?
There was a great deal of talk of a great game on Myanmar involving
China, Western powers and India.
But does India have the minimum economic footprint in Myanmar to
play such a game?
Myanmar receives foreign investment from 32 countries in four major
sectors: energy, oil and gas, mining, and manufacturing and China is
the biggest investor in Myanmar, followed by Thailand, Hong Kong,
South Korea, Britain, Singapore, Malaysia, France, Vietnam and India.
Myanmar’s total trade volume in 2012 was $25.16 billion. 41% of
Myanmar’s total exports went to Thailand last year, with 15% to India
and 14% to China. Myanmar imported mainly from China, and only 3%
Vendors sell vegetables
from India. India’s main exports to Myanmar are pharmaceutical products, iron
at Thiriminglar market,
and steel, electrical machinery and equipment whereas it imports vegetables,
one of Myanmar’s biggest
pulses and wood products from Myanmar in large quantities.
wholesale vegetable
It may indeed be high time for the Indian IT industry as well as the media/
markets, in Yangon. |
photo - soe zeya tun
entertainment industry to become enthused about Myanmar as a potential
market. Equally, Indian players in healthcare and education should also hope
for great returns in Myanmar if they strike while the iron is hot. Infrastructure
building is on top of the priority list. India has agreed to upgrade an extensive
network of roads, lay train tracks, and build bridges in Myanmar that would
effectively connect the Northeast (and the rest of India) to Thailand as soon
as 2016, facilitating border transit that would make the Northeast a gateway
to Myanmar - a potential boon for trade as well as tourism. Announcements
have been made to set up new schools, health centers and agricultural training
facilities in border areas. To facilitate informal trade haats, or open-air bazaars,
would open along the border, and cross-border bus services introduced. The
Kaladan River would become a shipping route, linking Mizoram state to
Myanmar’s port of Sittwe, which India is helping develop.
While the North-East region was not key to the Look East policy when it was
first formulated, in recent years it has been given greater strategic importance.
The Indian government’s North Eastern Region Vision, the development
blueprint, calls for the region “to be enabled to play the arrow-head role in
the further evolution” of the policy. If India is concerned that improved
connectivity between the Northeast and Myanmar will also make life easier for
the insurgents, a fear that has previously delayed infrastructure projects there,
bolstering border security will need to be accelerated.
It is amazing how much can happen within a short time, if there is a will. It’s
time India stirred to higher levels of activation…. for Myanmar, and for India.
– Ranjit Barthakur, Founding Chairman, Myanmar Matters.
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The Lady Suu Kyi (second, from left) with Malavika Chanda (far right) in 1964 | photo : outlookindia.com

A GIRL NAMED SUU
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Malavika Karlekar
When a childhood friend is the face of a movement for democracy in a country
ruled by a junta, time can only partially dim, not ever erase, one’s memories
of her. Among other things, I remember Aung San Suu Kyi’s ready wit. Some
years ago, I chanced upon a picture postcard from her marked “Oxford, 1979”.
“Doesn’t the gargoyle on the New College bell tower look like Mr X?” she’d
asked, referring to an Economics don, her tutor who’d been quite taken by her
Oriental charm. I could almost hear her giggle; she saw humour in things we
found quotidian. The quality surely emboldened her in the dark years.
As schoolgirls at Delhi’s Convent of Jesus and Mary in the last years
of the Nehruvian era, we were ingenues, sheltered from the real A schoolgirl at
world. Suu’s mother, the gracious Daw Khin Kyi (Madame Aung Delhi’s Convent of
San), Burma’s ambassador to India at the time, would brook no
Jesus and Mary, Suu
indiscipline. Sloppiness or slouching was out. For habitual loungers
to whom divans with bolsters signified ultimate bliss, Suu’s upright Kyi was an ingenue.
posture was a constant reminder of how young ladies should An exemplar of the
conduct themselves. Of course, the strict regimen of a convent with
‘proper’ lady.
its insistence on well-starched divided skirts (what if ordinary skirts
billowed in the wind?) just that one inch above the knees, Angelus at noon and
learning by rote only reinforced familial values of discipline and order.
Some of our illusions about the world gave way to the lessons of realpolitik when
we went on to study Political Science at Lady Shri Ram College. Interestingly, the
syllabus had little on Indian political thought (nothing by Gandhi for instance),
but focused on Rousseau’s ideals of childhood and Hobbes’ Leviathan. Notions
of liberty and freedom via Locke and Hume made their way to our receptive
minds—still revelling in having escaped from the shackles of a convent. more
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Antiquated Trades Endangered in a Rapidly Changing Myanmar: In every society, professions disappear in the name
of progress. But Myanmar’s rapid modernization has accelerated that process for roadside phone shops, rubber stamp
businesses and other trades. | source : david hogsholt for the new york times
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AS MYANMAR MODERNIZES,
OLD TRADES ARE OUTPACED
BY NEW COMPETITORS
YANGON, Myanmar — For years they poured out their hearts on the broken
pavements of Myanmar’s cities and towns, young lovers desperate for privacy
yet with no choice but to use what the Burmese call roadside phone shops.
Daw Myint Myint Than, who rents out her two phone lines in central
The typewriter clerks
Yangon, has heard it all: the sobbing, heartbroken women; the
angry spouses; the duplicitous boyfriends who gush sweet nothings who sit outside
to one girlfriend, hang up and repeat the same sweet nothings to courthouses and
another.
“I have lost all faith in men,” said Ms. Myint Myint Than, who sat government offices
on a plastic stool impatiently wiggling her silver-painted toenails as are losing ground
her customers chatted away.
to computers and
Roadside phone shops — actually no more than a tiny table on the
sidewalk and a few push-button phones — flourished in Myanmar emails...
when the former military junta set the price of obtaining a cellphone at
thousands of dollars.
But as this country opens to the world, the phone rental business is losing
customers quickly, one of a number of antiquated trades that are disappearing
from a rapidly modernizing country. Who needs a roadside phone shop when
you can now buy a cheap cellphone and call from anywhere you want?
The list of soon-to-be obsolete professions is growing: The typewriter clerks
who sit outside courthouses and government offices are losing ground to
computers and email. The mimeograph machines and a whole neighborhood
of men who manually carve rubber stamps are being replaced by laser printers,
scanners and photocopiers.
In every society, professions disappear in the name of progress. But the pace of
change in Myanmar, where army generals introduced a form of democracy two
years ago, has been compressed into months, not decades. more
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A worker at a Yangon garment factory, above. Myanmar’s garment industry and other sectors show signs of a
renaissance amid market reforms. | source : getty images
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CHINA COLUMN – BURMESE DAZE?
Everyone’s frantic for a piece of the newly reformed Myanmar, not
least its neighbour China, says Paul French, China editor
About 18 months ago this column deviated from China for a one-off focus
on Myanmar. At the time the country was at the start of its transition from a
military junta to civilian rule, which continues today. It was also re-emerging
from behind the barriers of decades of international sanctions to start engaging
with the outside world, which in turn was definitely gearing up to start looking
for investment opportunities in Rangoon (Yangon).
The process since has been fairly frenetic, at least in terms of ... The protection
the number of corporate executive-filled jets landing at Yangon of labour rights,
International Airport. Unsurprisingly Myanmar’s new civilian fair treatment for
administration is also new at dealing with international business,
but the Myanmar government is eager to welcome investment that minorities and
could potentially raise living standards in a country long repressed. preservation of
Some international companies have been involved in Myanmar communities and the
for a long time, of course, and paid no attention to the sanctions.
Beijing never signed up to the sanctions and, as a dictatorship environment will be
itself, seemed to feel quite comfortable dealing with the unelected the litmus test...
generals in a neighbouring country.
Myanmar was, and is, of major interest to China – gas and other energy
deposits, a cheap labour force for low-end manufacturing on its doorstep as
well as a potential consumer market and, via the old Burma Road, overland
access direct from south-western China to the Indian Ocean. Chinese business
and investment poured in. However, the end of the junta has forced Beijing to
realign the way it does things, now that the media spotlight is on Myanmar.
more
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MYANMAR TO INCREASE
MOBILE PENETRATION
RATE TO 50%

Employees count and pack money inside a bank in Yangon | photo : reuters/
minzayar
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MYANMAR TO ALLOW FOREIGN
BANKS TO BEGIN SOME
OPERATIONS NEXT YEAR
Myanmar will allow some foreign banks to begin offering limited
financial services next year, a senior central bank official said, as
the Southeast Asian country slowly opens up its banking sector
following a series of economic and political reforms.
Thirty-four international banks have representative offices in
the country, but they have thus far been forbidden from opening
branches or offering services other than advising clients. According
to a decades-old plan, the government will eventually allow them to
form joint ventures with local banks before allowing them to open
independent branches.
The senior official said the central bank is now formulating a plan
to speed up the process by letting a select number of foreign banks
begin operating in 2014 in “certain areas of banking services”, which
he did not define.
“Since things have changed rapidly with the passage of time, we
can’t afford to stick to something laid down about 20 years ago if
we really want to carry out meaningful reforms,” he said, requesting
anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to media.
The official said authorities have yet to decide how they would chose
among the foreign banks with representative offices, which include
Standard Chartered STANB. more
6

Myanmar will increase the
number of mobile phone users
to 50 percent of the population
in the 2013-14 fiscal year from
the current rate of 10 percent
this year, according to Myanmar
Post and Telecommunications
(MPT). Although the number
of mobile phone users in
Myanmar has increased rapidly
in recent years, the mobile
phone penetration rate remains
very low, in proportion to the
population.
MPT announced earlier that it
would add 14 million mobile
phones to the market by the
2015-16 fiscal year.
“Nowadays,
things
have
happened a lot in the telecoms
sector. And many changes will
soon follow. Foreign telecoms
companies will soon sell their
services here. Local costumers
will have options to choose
from.” more

MYANMAR ANNOUNCES
FIGURES OF GOLD,
FOREX RESERVES
The Central Bank of Myanmar
announced that the country had
7.1539 tons of gold reserve and
8. 19 billion U.S. dollars worth
of foreign exchange reserve as
of the end of October 2013, the
state media reported.
Daw Khin Saw Oo, vice governor
of the bank, told the parliament
that the 7.1539 tons of pure gold
were kept at the central bank,
while the 8.13 billion dollars
were either kept at the central
bank and local banks in cash
or being deposited with foreign
banks that have links with their
Myanmar counterparts. more
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Investment
DIGICEL TO SUPPLY AND
BUILD MOBILE MASTS IN
MYANMAR

photo
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WORLD BANK SURVEY TO
ASSESS MYANMAR’S INVESTMENT
CLIMATE
The World Bank has begun a survey of more than 1300 companies to
help identify barriers to doing business in Myanmar, it announced
in Yangon on November 25.
One of the objectives of the survey is to determine the main obstacles
to growth for small businesses, the bank said in a statement.
Other objectives of the survey include identifying the main barriers
to exports and determining how productivity and labor costs in
Myanmar compare to other countries, it said.
The survey of the business environment will involve interviews
with almost 1,400 small and large manufacturing and services
companies, both domestic and foreign, the statement said.
Survey results and analysis will help inform government policies on
promoting investment, productivity and economic growth, it said.
The survey is being conducted as part of the bank’s investment
climate assessment with funding from the UK Department of
International Development (UK Aid).
The bank said it has conducted similar surveys in more than 120
countries, including in East and South Asia.
“The result is a set of comparable indicators at country level on
business performance and environment, including access to finance,
access to electricity, roads and water and business regulations,”
it said. “The recent Doing Business 2014 report provided basic
benchmarking of regulations in Myanmar with those in other
countries” and the enterprise survey will provide more detailed
information, the statement said.
“Myanmar is implementing a broad range of reforms to stimulate
investment and growth,” said MrKanthan Shankar, the World
Bank’s country manager in Myanmar. more
7

International mobile phone
operator Digicel has announced
that it will join with other
companies to supply and
build mobile phone masts in
Myanmar. Digicel, which is
controlled by businessman
Denis O’Brien, said it will join
forces with YSH Finance and
Ooredoo Myanmar to build the
masts through a consortium
called Digicel Asian Holdings.
Earlier this year Digicel was
part of a consortium that lost
out in a competition to win a
mobile phone licence in the
country which was once known
as Burma.
“We are delighted to work with
Ooredoo to help develop a high
quality
telecommunications
network across the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar,
contribute to the growth of the
Myanmar economy and benefit
Myanmar citizens across all of
the country’s States, Regions and
Union territories,” Mr O’Brien
said in a statement today. more

MYANMAR IMPORTS
MORE MOTORBIKES
FROM NEIGHBORING
COUNTRIES
Myanmar imported more
and more motorbikes from
its neighboring countries
such as China, Thailand
and India over the past
recent months, according
to Ministry of Commerce.
The volume of motorbikes
imported through the country’s
border towns such as Myeik,
Muse, Myawaddy, Kanpeiktee
and Tamu has increased notably.
more
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Investment
BIDDING FOR MYANMAR
OFFSHORE OIL BLOCKS,
PETRONAS HAS EDGE

photo: eturbonews.com
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VISA AND CB BANK LAUNCH
MULTICURRENCY VISA TRAVEL
PREPAID CARD IN MYANMAR
Today, Visa and CB Bank launched the CB Bank EASI Travel Visa
card for Myanmar cardholders to use when traveling overseas.
This marks another milestone in the development of the country’s
financial system, opening the global marketplace to locals who are
traveling internationally for business and leisure.
The CB Bank EASI Travel Visa card offers ultimate convenience
and security. The card can hold up to three currencies (Euro, US$,
SG$) at one time, and is designed to meet the needs of the growing
segment of Myanmar nationals who are traveling abroad in record
numbers1. It can be used for overseas transactions anywhere Visa is
accepted - at tens of millions of merchants, either online or in-store,
as well as to withdraw cash at 2 million ATMs worldwide.
Mr. Somboon Krobteeranon, Visa Country Manager for Myanmar
and Thailand, believes the announcement of December 5 ushers in
a new era for Myanmar, allowing locals to make payments abroad
with greater peace of mind, without having to worry about bringing
cash or coins on their travels.
“This latest development is the result of the vision and leadership of
the Central Bank of Myanmar and CB Bank to modernize payments
for the people of Myanmar. In the past year, we’ve seen tremendous
growth within the local banking sector, and believe the potential
continues to remain high for Myanmar to leapfrog traditional
payment systems. This opens doors to a financially inclusive
infrastructure that will benefit the country’s outbound tourism –
including local cardholders and international merchants.” more
8

About 20 companies dropped
out of the final phase of
bidding for oil and gas blocks
off Myanmar’s coast, a senior
energy ministry official said.
While 61 companies were
qualified to bid, only about 40
submitted applications by the
Nov. 15 deadline, according
to the official who declined to
name the companies.
“Processing is still going on,” he
said on condition of anonymity
as he was not authorized to
speak to media.
Myanmar is offering 11 shallow
and 19 deep-sea blocks. Those
chosen to develop shallow blocks
will be required to work with
local partners, while foreign
companies can develop deep-sea
blocks on their own as few local
companies have experience in
the sector.
Among the 79 companies that
bid in the first stage in April were
Royal Dutch Shell Plc, Chevron
Corp, ConocoPhillips, Exxon
Mobil Corp, France’s Total SA,
Thailand’s PTT Exploration and
Production PLC(PTTEP), and
Malaysia’s Petroliam Nasional
BHD(Petronas).
Petronas, Total and PTTEP
have “a considerable edge over
newcomers”,
because
they
already have experience and
infrastructure in Myanmar,
according to an Oct 21 analysis
by VDB Loi, a law firm that has
advised three “super majors”
on investment in oil and gas
exploration in Myanmar.
more

new year sepcial December-january 2014

Investment
MYANMAR INVESTMENTS
SAYS OPERATING COSTS
HIGHER THAN EXPECTED

Myanmar’s thriving seafood business. | photo: meetup.com

MYANMAR GETS US$350M
FROM SEAFOOD EXPORT
Content compiled and edited from various sources for non-commercial research and private study. For private circulation only.

Myanmar has earned more than US$350 million from
over 200,000 tons of fisheries products exported in the
past eight months of this fiscal year (2013-14), according to
Ministry of Livestock, Fisheries and Rural Development.
The country expected to earn US$ 440 million this year from the
seafood export through the normal trade routes.
And it also expected to earn US$ 260 million from the seafood
export through border trade route in this year.
The country has exported more than 96,000 metric tons of fisheries
products through normal trade route and over 110,000 metric tons
of the products through border trade route during the period.
In total, it expected to earn US$ 700 million from the seafood export
through both routes for the whole year.
Last fiscal year, the country earned more than US$ 650 million from
the seafood export which went mostly to China.
Eel and crab were the biggest earners for export among others
during this year. more

LONDON
(Alliance
News)
Myanmar
Investments
International Ltd reported a loss
on December 6, 2013 in its first
financial report since listing on
AIM in June, citing higher than
expected operating costs in its
half-yearly report.
The
investment
company,
which focuses on real estate,
infrastructure
and
natural
resources, said it made a
USD216,718 loss for the period
between May 17 and September
30. Myanmar Investments put
the loss down to “marginally
higher than expected operating
costs,” which it blames on the
“scarcity of both high quality
human resources and office
space in Myanmar.”
However,
the
investment
company has a balance sheet,
with cash and bank balances
adding up to USD5.2 million.
As the company is yet to
make its first investment, it
has made no revenue since
raising USD6.1 million, before
expenses, through the issuance
of approximately 5.8 million
shares at USD1.05 each earlier
this year.
Net asset value as at September
30 was USD5.2 million,
representing
USD0.82
per
share, a 3.5% decrease from the
net asset value after admission
to
AIM.
The
company’s
administration costs totalled
USD208,033. more

For more information on Seafood and Myanmar:

Click 
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TIMBER SHIPMENTS FROM
BURMA TO THE EU
Companies in the European
Union could fall foul of the
European
Union
Timber
Regulation (EUTR) by importing
timber from Myanma/Burmar.
The EUTR, which came into
force in March this year,
prohibits traders from placing
on the EU market timber which
has been harvested or exported
illegally from the country of
origin. The regulation requires
traders to carry out due diligence
on imports to screen out illegal
timber. Analysis of the chaotic
state of forest governance in
Myanmar demonstrates how
the due diligence required is
impossible on imports from the
Mekong states. more
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JAPAN, SOUTH KOREA
PROPOSE TO IMPORT
TRANSIT BUSES
YANGON—Japan and South Korea have submitted a
proposal for the Yangon region government to import
transit buses, according to Yangon Transport Minister
Aung Khin.
“South Korea is interested in shipping transit buses, and Japan too,”
the minister said.
The buses would enhance the upcoming Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
system, Aung Khin continued. Some local businessmen have
reportedly arranged to buy buses for the BRT from South Korea.
The regional governments of Yangon and Mandalay announced
that they would initially allow 50 buses in Yangon and 30 buses in
Mandalay for the BRT.
The older buses are in poor condition but most of the replacements
are personal cars. The import of buses has lessened.
Myanmar has destroyed more than 100,000 used vehicles, including
2,530 buses. But the country has imported only 2,699 buses,
according to the Road Transport Administration department.
Most buses running in Myanmar are from Japan and South Korea,
with used buses from China also in circulation. more
10

MYANMAR ALLOWS
MORE ASIAN FIRMS
TO PRODUCE WOOD
PRODUCTS AND
FOODSTUFF

Firms
from
Thailand,
Hong Kong, India and
Singapore will make a
joint effort with their
Myanmar counterparts to
produce advanced wood
products and foodstuffs
in accordance with the
Foreign Investment Law,
reports say.
The production processes will be
implemented in Dagon Seikkan
and Hlaingthayar industrial
zones in Yangon Region, and
in Katha Township of Sagaing
Region. Myanmar Investment
Commission meeting approved
operations by those industries
subject to comments and
approvals by the respective
regional government bodies,
ministries and organisations.
more
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MYANMAR URGES CHINA TO
INVEST IN KYAUK PHYU SEZ
Myanmar urged Chinese investors to invest in the Kyauk Phyu
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) during a bilateral trade meeting on
Saturday, according to the Directorate of Investment and Company
Administration (DICA).
Located on the western coast of Myanmar, Kyauk Phyu Project is one of three
special economic zones in the country. The other two projects are Thilawa SEZ
and Dawei SEZ, where Japanese and Thai companies are investing.
“Kyauk Phyu SEZ project includes a deep sea port construction. Oil and gas
pipelines from Kyauk Phyu to Kunming, China, have been built. Construction
of Kyauk Phyu-Kunming railroad will soon begin. So I would like to urge the
Chinese business people to take investing in Kyauk Phyu SEZ into serious
account,” said Aung Naing Oo, Director General of DICA, during the ChinaMyanmar Trade Coordination Meeting held in the Chinese border town of Ruili
Aung Naing Oo also mentioned that China is the largest trading partner and
investor in the country, and it still remains as Myanmar’s most important
partner.
“Now we are trying to improve the infrastructure. We are also inviting foreign
investments. So it is the best time for Chinese businessmen to invest in
Myanmar,” he said.
Meanwhile, Shwe Gas Project,which has recently started exporting natural gas
to China, is facing land disputes and disagreements over compensation for
land confiscated from local farmers.
“Regarding China’s offer to undertake Kyauk Phyu-Kunming Railroad Project,
Myanmar government should discuss it with the parliament and local people
before it proceeds,” said Myint Wai, general manager at the Ministry of Rail
Transportation.
11
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Nation news
MYANMAR MILITARY’S
ONGOING USE OF CHILD
SOLDIERS: ILO

Struggle over: Portraits of Ye Htut are displayed at his residence during his
funeral Thursday in Yangon. Ye Htut, the last surviving member of the ‘Thirty
Comrades,’ the legendary group that spearheaded Myanmar’s independence
struggle against British colonial rule, died in Yangon on Wednesday at age 91.
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MYANMAR’S REMAINING
INDEPENDENCE FIGHTER DIES AT 91
YANGON – Ye Htut, the last member of the “Thirty Comrades,” the
group that spearheaded Myanmar’s struggle against British colonial
rule, has died. He was 91.
Ye Htut died from health problems related to old age at a hospital in
the main city of Yangon on Wednesday, family members said.
The Thirty Comrades were led by Gen. Aung San, father of
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. During World War II, the men
went to Japan for training to fight British colonizers in what was
then known as Burma. Aung San later negotiated independence
from Britain, but was assassinated before that occurred in 1948.
Ye Htut, who served in the Myanmar army until independence,
went underground soon afterward, joining the armed struggle of
the banned Burma Communist Party.
He laid down his weapons in 1963 to join the ruling party of thendictator Gen. Ne Win, but was purged several years later in an innerparty struggle, according to his eldest son, Kyaw Kyaw.
Ye Htut was involved in the 1988 democracy movement.
Tin Oo, a former chief of staff and veteran of Aung San Suu Kyi’s
National League for Democracy party, expressed his condolences,
saying he had great respect for those who helped the country fight
for independence. “I am very sad to hear about the death of the last
surviving member of the Thirty Comrades,” he said.
Ye Htut “served as a patron of the Patriotic Old Comrades league —
a group formed by retired army leaders during the peak of the 1988
uprising. He shared his experience and had given us advice during
the initial days,” Tin Oo said. more
12

Child soldiers have long
been a feature of the
various ethnic conflicts in
Myanmar.
Recruited young and forced to
fight, nobody knows exactly how
many child soldiers there are.
And despite an agreement last
year, the UN says Myanmar’s
military is still signing on
underage boys.
If an underage recruit or
his family can contact an
international aid group, they
can petition the government for
a discharge, but the December
1 deadline for removing all
child soldiers from Myanmar’s
military has come and gone
without other improvements.
more

MYANMAR TO SPEND KS
33.4 BILLION BUDGET TO
HOST ASEAN SUMMITS
President’s
Office
has
allocated a budget of Ks
33.4 billion (US$34 million)
to host Asean Summit after
Myanmar took over Asean
Chairmanship, a senior
official from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs said on
November 24, 2013.
Aung Htoo, deputy directorgeneral of Asean Affairs
department under the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, said he cannot
be sure whether the allocated
budget will be enough to cover
the expenses as Myanmar will be
hosting more than 100 meetings
next year. ”We have received Ks
33.4 billion as a budget for the
Asean Summit. This amount
may not be enough but it can
also be a surplus,” said Aung
Htoo. more
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Nation news
MYANMAR, EUROPEAN
UNION SIGN PACKAGE
OF ACCORDS ON
COOPERATION

An eldely woman outside Kanpetlet township who reports untreated health
problems due to problems getting to care. | photo: nyan lynn/irin
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HEALTHCARE OUT OF
REACH IN MYANMAR’S
CHIN STATE
In northwestern Myanmar’s mountainous Chin State, Lu Lein,
a widow in her late 50s, often finds breathing difficult, her heart
palpitations are worrying, and even small efforts can be exhausting,
but she has no idea what these symptoms mean. She lives in a village
an hour by motorbike over rocky hills from Kanpetlet, the nearest
township. “The only thing I can do is take rest when I feel like that.
I can’t afford to get treatment in the town,” she said. People in her
village of some 130 people said a health worker comes once every
three months, but only to immunize children, not to treat illness.
Primary healthcare is still out of reach for most people in Chin State,
one of the most remote, isolated parts of the country, where threequarters of the people, who mostly depend on small-scale farming
to survive, hover below the poverty line, said aid workers.
Poor transport and the state’s rough terrain mean rural residents
often have to walk for days to reach medical care in the nearest town.
Some arrive close to death while others do not survive the journey.
“As healthcare is not easily available, many people rely on the
traditional remedies for seasonal [monsoon] sicknesses,” said Myo
Min Zaw, assistant surgeon at the state-run hospital in Kanpetlet.
“Only when they are seriously ill do they come to the hospital.”
Respiratory infections, malaria and diarrhoea are the most common
childhood illnesses in the state, according to the UN Children’s
Fund (UNICEF). more
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Myanmar and the European
Union (EU) on November 16,
2013 signed a package of accords
on cooperation at their Task
Force’s first plenary session
in Nay Pyi Taw, state radio
and TV reported. The accords
include holding of policyrelated discussions on small and
medium enterprises, and raw
materials; cooperation in longterm development of tourism
industry, joint statement on EU’s
provision of aid for development,
cooperation between European
investment bank and Myanmar
and cooperation in agriculture.
more

MYANMAR MINING BILL
WITH PARLIAMENT, MAY
BE LAW BY MARCH
Myanmar’s new mining law,
designed to help clear the way
for foreign investment in the
country’s huge minerals sector,
could be enacted as soon as
March, an official with the
country’s Ministry of Mines said
on November 27, 2013.
The ministry submitted a
draft of the new mining law
to parliament on Oct. 1, said
Aung Thuyein Win, a director
at the ministry. “We hope that
parliament will approve it
within three months,” he said
on the sidelines of a conference
in Singapore, adding that after
approval by parliament and the
president, lawmakers would
have 90 days to enact the law.
That means it could be law by
March, updating legislation
dating from 1994. more
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Nation news
MYANMAR MOVES STEP CLOSER
TOWARDS EITI MEMBERSHIP
The creation of a stakeholder group to oversee the extraction
of Myanmar’s oil, gas and minerals has moved the country
a step closer to membership of an international body that
promotes corruption-free resource development.
It is hoped that the Myanmar and foreign industry
representatives elected on December 13 will join
government and civil society representatives in a multistakeholder group set up as part of Myanmar’s bid to join
the Norway-based Extractive Industries Transparency
Initiative, or EITI.
The international group demands that applicants adhere
to strict transparency and accountability guidelines in the
extraction of a nation’s oil, gas and mineral resources.
“The poor management of natural resources can lead to
poverty, corruption and conflict,” Minister of Mining Dr
Myint Aung told the event at Nay Pyi Taw at which the
election took place.
“We established this multi-stakeholder group to improve Image courtesy of Myanmar cartoonist “Lailone”.
the management of the resource sector by increasing source : mizzima.com
transparency and accountability,” Dr Myint Aung said. U
Aye Kyaw was elected to represent the domestic mining sector and Li Hongyuang
was elected by foreign resource sector
companies.
U Aye Kyaw is the general secretary
of the Myanmar Federation of Mining
Associations and Mr Li is vice general
manager of CNMC Nickel Co., a unit
of China’s state-owned metals giant,
China Nonferrous Metal Mining, which
operates the Tagaung Hill nickel project
about 200 kilometres north of Mandalay.
U Min Zarni Linn, deputy team leader of
the Myanmar EITI Cooperation Office,
which is tasked with readying Myanmar
for membership of the initiative, said
that government and civil society
representatives will be appointed later
Image courtesy of Myanmar cartoonist
this month. Supporters of Myanmar’s
“Lailone”. | source : mizzima.com
application to join EITI argue that
the transparency and accountability
measures that membership will require Myanmar to implement will help win
the country the support of the international community. The measures will
help to cement relationships between companies, the government, and, in
its watchdog role, civil society. It is argued that all this will, in turn, increase
international confidence in Myanmar and boost foreign investment. more
14
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MYANMAR, JAPAN FORM
STEEL JOINT VENTURE

Myanmar pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, right, poses with New
South Wales state governor Marie Bashir at Government House in Sydney
| photo: rick rycroft
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MYANMAR LEADER AUNG
SAN SUU KYI MARKS FIRST
TRIP TO AUSTRALIA
Myanmar pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi arrived in
Sydney on Wednesday for her first Australian visit.
The National League for Democracy lawmaker is on a five-day visit
to Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra and will make a number of
speeches, including one at the Sydney Opera House on Wednesday.
The Nobel Peace Prize laureate was welcomed by scores of fans from
the Myanmar diaspora at Sydney airport.
Suu Kyi is guest of Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop and
will meet Prime Minister Tony Abbott.
Suu Kyi has persevered for decades in promoting democracy. She
and her National League for Democracy party were frozen out of
politics by the military regime that governed until 2011, but last year
she and several dozen party members won parliamentary seats.
A clause in the army-dictated constitution disqualifies her from
becoming president, but the 68-year-old is seeking the constitutional
changes that would allow her to seek the presidency. more

Media Partners for Myanmar Matters:

Myanmar, Japan form steel
joint venture
YANGON, (Xinhua) -- Myanmar
has formed a joint venture with
a Japanese firm to undertake
production of steel solution,
official media reported Tuesday.
The joint venture of J and
M Steel Solution Co Ltd was
established between Myanmar’s
Public Works of the Ministry of
Construction and Japan’s JFE
Engineering Corporation.
The construction of the steel
mill started in Yangon’s
Thakayta township following
signing of the agreement on the
establishment, said the New
Light of Myanmar.
According to official statistics,
Japan’s investment in Myanmar
amounted to 273.423 million
U.S. dollars as of July 2013 and
ranked the 11th in Myanmar’s
foreign investment line-up.
more

BSF TO PATROL
INDO-MYANMAR BORDER
KOLKATA: The Border Security
Force is all set to guard the 1624
km Indo-Myanmar border,
replacing Assam Rifles, a senior
BSF officer said today.
“We have got orders from the
Centre. From now on the BSF
will guard the Indo-Myanmar
border. The Assam Rifles has
been doing this job till now,”
said B D Sharma, ADG (East).
However, BSF needs to raise 41
battalions to guard the IndoMyanmar border. “After the
official procedures are complete,
we will send 14-15 battalions
to the Indo-Myanmar border.
Then within the next few years
we will raise the numbers.
more

15

new year sepcial December-january 2014

World links
PENTAGON NOT FOR
NORMALISATION OF
DEFENCE TIES WITH
MYANMAR
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PHILIPPINES, MYANMAR
TO SIGN VISA-FREE
AGREEMENT

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippines and Myanmar will be
signing an agreement that will grant Filipino visitors visa-free
access to Myanmar.
It is one of the agreements that would be signed in Malacañang
Thursday during the visit of Myanmar President Thein Sein.
Visiting nationals from Myanmar are already allowed to enter the
Philippines without a visa.
Communications Secretary Sonny Coloma said President Aquino
and Thein Sein will also be holding bilateral talks and witness the
signing of other agreements on trade and investments, food security
and agriculture, renewable energy, information cooperation in the
fields of news exchange, radio, and television broadcasting, film
industries, public relations, and printing and publishing.
The chambers of commerce and industries of both countries will
also agree to expand business opportunities and trade relations.
Myanmar’s Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief, and Resettlement
of Myanmar is also set to turn over a donation to the Department
of Social Welfare and Development for the victims of the Central
Visayas earthquake and super typhoon “Yolanda.”
Aquino will host a state luncheon in his honor of Thein Sein.
Before the Palace events, President Thein Sein will offer a wreath in
honor of Dr. Jose Rizal at the Luneta. more
16

Even as Myanmar’s military is
playing a significant role in the
reform and democratisation
process, the Pentagon at this
point does not recommend
normalisation of the defence
relationship with the South East
Asian country, US lawmakers
were told. “The Department
(of Defence) does not seek
and is not recommending the
full normalisation of bilateral
defence ties with Myanmar at
this time,” Deputy Assistant
Secretary for South and
Southeast Asia, Asian and
Pacific Security Affairs, Vikram
Singh, told lawmakers during a
Congressional hearing. more

MYANMAR POLITICAL
TRANSITION IS
OPPORTUNITY TO
CONNECT ASIA:US
As the Obama Administration
pushed for an integrated trade
landscape in Asia, a top US
official said that the political
transition in Myanmar provides
a vital opportunity to connect
regions of South Asia and India
is well placed to benefit from
this development.
“When (US) President (Barack)
Obama talks about the rebalance
to Asia, this is fundamentally the
vision that he’s talking about,
the vision of an Asian landscape
that is bound together in trade
and commerce, a vision of an
integrated trade landscape,”
Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia Nisha
Desai Biswal said. more
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PHILIPPINES, MYANMAR
TO INK DEALS ON
TRADE, AGRICULTURE

photo: economictimes.indiatimes.com

Content compiled and edited from various sources for non-commercial research and private study. For private circulation only.

MUCH TO LEARN FROM
INDIA: MYANMAR
LEADER TO PRESIDENT
Myanmar has much to learn from India as it returns to a multiparty democratic system of governance, Speaker of the country’s
Upper House told President Pranab Mukherjee as he met him here.
Mukherjee, during the visit of the 23-member parliamentary
delegation led by U Khin Aung Myint, Speaker of Amyotha Hluttaw
(Upper House), said India is committed to supporting it’s eastern
neighbour in “whichever way it can.”
“Welcoming the delegation, the President said relations between
India and Myanmar are “rooted in our history, generations of our
people have travelled, lived and worked together. Both countries
have shared close cultural, religious, business and trade relations.
“It is in mutual interest to strengthen these ties. Both the
parliaments have a big role in steering and supporting cooperation
for the mutual benefit of the people. India stands ready to support
Myanmar’s efforts in whichever way it can,” a Rashtrapati Bhavan
spokesperson said quoting Mukherjee.
“The Leader of the Myanmar Parliamentary delegation recalled
the close ties between the early generation leaders of India and
Myanmar. He said when General Aung San (father of democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi) was assassinated, Prime Minister Nehru
described it as a loss for the whole of Asia. more
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The Philippines and Myanmar
will forge agreements on
trade and investments and
agriculture on December 5, a
senior government official said
December 4.
Presidential Communications
Operations
Office
chief
Herminio Coloma, Jr. said
the deals are part of several
agreements which will be signed
following a bilateral meeting
between Philippine President
Benigno Aquino III and
Myanmar President U Thein
Sein who is in the country for a
state visit.
The two leaders are also expected
to forge an agreement on
renewable energy, information
cooperation, and visa exemption
of ordinary passport holders.
Coloma said representatives
from the chambers of commerce
and industries of both countries
will also sign an agreement to
expand business opportunities
and trade relations.
Following the signing of the
deals, Myanmar will turn over
its donation to the victims of the
earthquake and typhoon Haiyan,
locally named “Yolanda,” to the
Philippine Department of Social
Welfare and Development.
Coloma said Aquino will tender
luncheon for Thein Sein after
the bilateral talks. The Myanmar
leader will stay in the Philippines
until December 6. more
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MYANMAR LOSING
FORESTS AT FAST PACE,
SAY REPORTS
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A CHANCE FOR GREEN
GROWTH IN MYANMAR
When it comes to the environment, Myanmar has the opportunity to
learn from others’ mistakes, environmental experts said during the
last week of November at the Green Growth and Green Economic
Forum in Nay Pyi Taw and Yangon.
“Myanmar has the chance to do things differently,” said the World
Wildlife Fund’s Greater Mekong representative Stuart Chapman.
“The government is thinking of different ways towards green
growth.” Dismissing rapid development as “a short-term game”,
Mr Chapman said, “Green growth means being careful about …
minimising impact on natural capital. The more conservative
approach, being careful about building infrastructure, gives longterm opportunities and benefits.”
He said climate change, which is already affecting Southeast Asia, is
another factor that could affect natural capital.
“Parts of Southeast Asia will get hotter and wetter. It will be more
subject to large-scale climatic variation. The approach to energy,
security and food security will be hugely different,” he said.
Daw Lat Lat Aye, UNDP team leader for disaster risk reduction
and the environment, said achieving sustainable development
depended on the balance between economic, environmental and
social systems. The impact of Cyclone Nargis, which left a swathe
of death and destruction in 2008, was exacerbated by the loss of
natural forest cover and coastal vegetation due to the conversion of
the land for paddy cultivation and the over-exploitation of fisheries,
she said. more
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Myanmar is facing galloping
deforestation, losing forests to
oil palm and rubber plantations,
while the mangroves of its
Irrawaddy Delta have shrunk
in area by a whopping 64.2 per
cent in 33 years, two new reports
have shown.
Deforestation
In
The
Ayeyarwady Delta And The
Conservation Implications Of
An Internationally Engaged
Myanmar - a study by the
National University of Singapore
(NUS) - said an average of 51 sq
km of mangroves a year were
lost from 1978 to 2011. Thus, the
Irrawaddy Delta’s mangroves
shrank from 2,623 sq km to 938
sq km in that period.
The study, published on
November 21 in the online
journal Global Environmental
Change, used cutting-edge
technology to map the depleting
mangroves.
It noted that unlike in the Mekong
Delta where mangroves have
been destroyed by aquaculture,
in the Irrawaddy Delta, they
were lost to harvesting for fuel
wood and conversion into paddy
fields. Aquaculture is still almost
non-existent in the area.
The delta has a population of
close to eight million. But it is
also an area of high biodiversity,
with more than 30 endangered
species, the report said.
The mangroves also act as a
buffer against sea-level rise and
the kind of storm surge during
Cyclone Nargis in 2008 that
killed 130,000 people in the
region. more
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MINISTRY TO COOPERATE
WITH PRIVATE
COMPANIES TO GENERATE
MORE POWER
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WHETHER IT’S BURMA OR
MYANMAR, ITS OIL AND
NATURAL GAS SECTOR IS
OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Many people are only just getting used to the idea that Burma is
now called Myanmar, that after almost 50 years of military rule it
is moving quickly toward full democracy and that, following the
easing of US and EU sanctions, it is open for business.
But in Asia, the rich business opportunities in Myanmar are well
understood. The former capital Yangon is a construction site as, and
to the dismay of some, colonial-era buildings are torn down to be
replaced by new malls, hotels and office blocks. New cars, a rarity
a few years ago, cruise the streets. A rising number of businesses
accept credit cards.
Part of the boom is likely to be in hydrocarbons, most probably
natural gas. During western sanctions China was Burma’s biggest
business partner and as a result got first mover advantage. The
deepwater Shwe gas field (operated by South Korea’s Daewoo)
started producing in July and first exports reached China, via a
newly built pipeline, in September.
Last week, Myanmar’s oil ministry, known by its acronym MOGE,
announced that 30 companies had bid in its first ever offshore
licensing ground. Previously, exploration blocks were awarded
through direct negotiations. The new round offered 11 shallow
water and 19 deepwater blocks. State-owned Chinese companies
were notable by their absence. Daewoo bid for one block.
more
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The Ministry of Electric
Power will team up with the
private sector to address
the problem of power
shortages.
Myanmar is expected to consume
about 1688 MW in the summer
time. But the actual demand is
about 2060 MW. Only about 30
per cent of the total households
in the country has connected to
the national power grid.
The announcement to step up
cooperation with the private
sector came from Union
Minister Khin Maung Soe who
told the 2nd National Power
Development Workshop at
Thingaha Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw
on November 22.
“It is expected the power
generation would be 1688 MW
in the summer. Consumption
power would be about 2060
MW. The required power
would be 372 MW. To meet the
required power with the help of
gas engines, we will cooperate
with private companies,” said
the Union Minister.
The Gas Turbine Project is being
built with the assistance of the
World Bank in Thaton. Projects
of renovating the power plant
and sub-power station in Yangon
were also being carried out by
JICA. Although these projects
are good for long run, the short
term goal also required a great
deal of work. The ministry will
need 300 MW before 2015,
methods should be sought and
added to the drawing of current
project, he said. more
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10 FOREIGN COMPANIES
WIN TENDER FOR OIL,
GAS EXPLORATION IN
MYANMAR
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MYANMAR VOWS TO BUILD
MORE POWER PLANTS TO
MEET PUBLIC DEMAND
Myanmar Minister of Electric Power U Khin Maung Soe has stressed
the need to build more power plants in the country to meet public
demand, official media reported on November 13.
U Khin Maung Soe made the emphasis at the ongoing parliament
session in clarifying the planned electricity price hike.
Under a 30-year electricity strategic development plan, the country’s
power supply till the fiscal year 2012-13 should have been 4,910
megawatts, he said, while blaming it got only 3,600 mw till to date,
reported the New Light of Myanmar.
Given the public demand of 8,929 mw, there was a shortage of around
5,000 mw as the country failed to build seven hydropower, three
thermal and two coal-fired power plants, he clarified, attributing
the failure to financial difficulties.
He further clarified that Myanmar’s power consumption, which
has increased by 15 percent annually, is likely to reach 3,000 mw
by 2015 with summer power demand estimated to stand at 2,370
mw in 2014. He disclosed that the currently running power stations
can generate 1,655 mw in maximum, emphasizing the need to build
three power plants each with an installed capacity of 500 mw at a
cost of 2.1 billion US dollars to meet the power demand of 3,000
mw in 2015 and 4,000 mw in 2016.
He called for local and foreign investment in the projects, saying
that the government alone cannot afford to implement it.
Meanwhile, the parliament on Tuesday temporarily suspended the
electricity price hike by the electric power ministry in response to
an interim proposal urging to bring down the electricity price hike.
more

Ten foreign companies have
won tender for oil and gas
exploration at 16 onshore blocks
in Myanmar out of 18 set for the
bidding, a release of the Ministry
of Energy said Friday.
The tender winners are those
from Britain, Brunei, Canada,
India,
Italy,
Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Russia and
Thailand. Of the 16 onshore
blocks, 13 are set for exploration
by winning companies from
nine countries under Production
Sharing Contract ( PSC), while
the remaining three blocks are
operated by two other countries
under Improved Petroleum
Recovery Contract (IPR). more

FORMER ENERGY
MINISTER BACKS
RESUMPTION OF WORK
ON MYITSONE DAM, SAY
MPS
The chairman of a parliamentary
environment
committee
has expressed support for
resuming work on the Chinesebacked Myitsone dam on
the Ayeyarwady River, three
members of the Pyithu Hluttaw
have revealed. On September
30, 2011, President U Thein
Sein suspended work on the
controversial project for the term
of his presidency, in a decision
greeted by national acclaimthat
followed
widespread
and
escalating protests.
U Thein Yi said he believed
that U Lun Thi made the
comments because he wanted
to demonstrate the friendship
between Myanmar and China.
more
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RANGOON UNIVERSITY REOPENS
ITS GATES TO UNDERGRADS
Rangoon University reopened for a new term on Thursday, but this time with
undergraduates attending classes in antiquated classrooms for the first time
since 1996.
The university has been at the centre of civil discontent throughout
its history. When US President Barack Obama delivered a speech Since President
here over a year ago, he stood in the same place where the nationalist Thein Sein took
movement to end British rule once began. It was also here that
office, spending
independence hero Aung Sang and UN Secretary-General U Thant
received their degrees. In 1988 it was students, many of whom studied on education has
at Rangoon University, who took to the streets to demand democracy. increased from US
They were quickly joined by tens of thousands of other Rangoonites,
$ 340 million in
but the subsequent crackdown on protestors left hundreds dead;
many were more captured and jailed in the witch-hunt that followed. 2011 to $ 1 billion
The university was closed down and the gates were padlocked. For this year.
years it lay fallow, overgrown with weeds, and littered with dust and
cobwebs. It was reopened sporadically over the years but would never again
hold 60,000 students as in decades gone by. It took in graduate students but
has never offered undergraduate courses until now.
In fact only 1,000 students have been accepted for this term – 50 for each of
the 20 disciplines.
One new student, Myo Myint Tun, told DVB when he was accepted in August
that studying at the prestigious institution had been his dream for years.
While Burma was under military rule, just 1.3 percent of the country’s budget
was spent on education, compared to 25 percent for defense. However, since
President Thein Sein took office, spending on education has increased from
US$340 million in 2011 to $1 billion this year. more
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In this Oct. 22, 2013 photo, Saw Min lies still on a bed with weights on her eyes
after receiving local anesthesia ahead of a cataract operation at a government
hospital in Bago, Myanmar. Saw Min waited with hundreds of Myanmar’s
poorest villagers to be prepped for the simple, free surgery she hopes will
restore her sight. “My heart is racing,” said the 38-year-old mother of five, who
lost all vision in her left eye one year ago and, in the months that followed, all
but 20 percent in her right. | photo: gemunu amarasinghe

SURGERY LIFTS VEIL
OF DARKNESS FOR
MYANMAR’S BLIND
BAGON, Myanmar • Five decades of isolation, military rule and
woeful health care have left Myanmar with a particularly high rate
of blindness. Now the veil of darkness is starting to lift, thanks in
part to an “assembly line” surgical procedure that allows cataracts
to be removed safely, without stitches, through two small incisions.
Nepalese surgeon Sandut Ruit, who helped pioneer the technique,
oversaw nearly 1,300 operations at two massive eye camps in 10
days in October, with dozens of local ophthalmologists looking on
and helping.
Despite improvements over the last two decades, the vast majority
still use a microincision surgical technique that requires two sutures.
Doctors were confident the no-stitch procedure — cheap, easy to
learn and taking as little as five minutes — would catch on quickly.
“This is a turning point in our cataract history,” said Dr. Tin Win,
the chief of Yangon Eye Hospital. He said his goal is to have all
60 eye centers in the nation of 60 million using the procedure by
the end of next year. He says he will pass on the information to all
doctors, together with training manuals and videos, at a nationwide
eye conference in early November. more
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Religious
conflict
has
been at the forefront of
international discussions
about Myanmar ever since
violence erupted between
Buddhists and Muslims in
Rakhine State in June 2012.
Attacks on Muslim communities
were cited in the US Commission
on
International
Religious
Freedom’s 2013 Annual Report
as being among the primary
reasons that Myanmar continues
to be designated by the US State
Department as a “country of
particular concern” in the area
of religious freedom.
According to the report,
Muslims were not alone in
suffering ill treatment based on
their religious beliefs. more

TATMADAW, GOV’T
WORKING TOGETHER TO
ACHIEVE PEACE:
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
YANGON—Myanmar’s
Tatmadaw [armed forces]
is working closely with the
government in an effort to
realise the peace process,
says the commander-inchief of Defence Services.
“In building Myanmar into
a modern developed nation,
nationwide
genuine
peace
and national consolidation
are essential and giant tasks.
The government is placing its
emphasis on the nationwide
eternal peace process while
the Tamadaw is providing
full cooperation with the
government for the realisation
of peace process,” the senior
general said. more
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REFUGEES FROM
MYANMAR UNITE
TO BRAID SILK
NECKLACES, MAKE
CONNECTIONS

Actress and model, Thandar Hlaing, attends the Myanmar Academy Awards
2011 in Nay Pyi Daw. | photo: mmtimes.com
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YANGON BRACES FOR
FILM’S NIGHT OF NIGHTS
The awards will be held at Yangon’s Thuwunna Indoor Stadium after
December 29 so as not to clash with the Games, said U Aye Kyu Lay,
a spokesperson from the Myanmar Motion Picture Organization.
“When we applied to get the permit, we weren’t sure we would get it
because the Games needed to use the stadium as well,” said U Aye
Kyu Lay.
“Now, we’ve got the permit so we will announce the exact date after
consulting with our industry peers.”
Traditionally the MMPO and the government arranged every
logistical facet of the awards, but this year they are outsourcing to
private business to help with the event management.
“We have chosen the international Barco Company to assist with
the project management,” U Aye Kyu Lay told The Myanmar Times.
“We made the decision on November 26 that Barco, which also
specialises in digital technology, will take the lead in organising.
“Barco will also be responsible for inviting celebrities from abroad.”
The Academy judging board has selected the top seven film finalists,
selected out of 15 films made in 2012.
The Myanmar Academy Awards were held in Yangon from 1952,
until 2006 when they moved to Nay Pyi Taw.
But after complaints from media and celebrities about the difficulty
of Nay Pyi Taw as a location (and because Myanmar’s film industry
is based in Yangon), it was agreed the awards would be moved back
this year. more
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One of A Woven Thread’s necklaces
made using recycled sari silk made
by cooperatives of women in Nepal
and India. A Woven Thread is a
community of women that use
their handcrafting skills from their
home countries to create fair trade
products with reclaimed material.
photo: concordmonitor.com

Socially-conscious shoppers will
find plenty of gift options this
holiday season, including a new
line of silk necklaces that are
helping refugee women from
Myanmar build new lives in
New Hampshire.
The women are members of an
artists’ collective called A Woven
Thread, which was founded by
Beth Seremet and Katie Berube,
social workers who wanted to
help their female clients form
friendships and learn basic
business skills. Since launching
in May, the collective has gained
popularity for both its wares and
its mission of empowerment
through entrepreneurship.
“We saw the need,” said Berube,
who, like Seremet, works at
Lutheran Social Services. “A
Woven Thread was designed to
bring the women together, to get
them to leave the house and to
talk with each other.” more
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FRANCE TO PARTNER
IN MYANMAR
JOURNALISM SCHOOL

Theater in Yangon, Photographs, from 100 years apart, are attracting large
crowds at the National.| photo: zarni phyo

A CENTURY APART, TWO GERMANS

Content compiled and edited from various sources for non-commercial research and private study. For private circulation only.

PHOTOGRAPH MYANMAR
An exhibition of rare photos in Yangon provides a window into the
country’s past and present, revealing how things have changed –
and what has stayed the same – in the last 100 years.
Thanks to the Munich State Museum of Ethnology, photos taken
over a century ago are now on display at the National Theatre in
Yangon from November 22 to January 12.
Complementing photographer Christine Scherman’s 43 blackand-white photographs from 1911 are 43 colour photographs taken
between 2010 and 2013 by Birgit Neiser. Both photographers
are from Munich, and their joint show, entitled Golden Land:
Burma/Myanmar, 100 Years, reveals striking similarities between
Scherman’s monochrome photographs from the past and Neiser’s
artwork from the present era.
The juxtaposition is all the more surprising given that Neiser had not
seen Scherman’s work at the time she took her own photographs.
“At first I had no idea and I didn’t know anything about Christine
Scherman and her photos. I was really overwhelmed when I saw her
photos. What a coincidence – I have many matching images in my
own archive.”
“She was a Munich documentary photographer from a hundred
years ago and I am a Munich documentary photographer too,”
Neiser said. “I was surprised that two female photographers from
the same city documented the same country. A hundred years have
passed, but it became a great project.” more
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YANGON A signing
ceremony was held on
December
7
between
Myanmar
and
French
representatives to establish
a Myanmar Journalism
School.
Information Minister Aung
Kyi and Aurelie Filipetti,
the Minister of Culture and
Communications from France,
signed the agreement at the
Chatrium Hotel in Yangon.
The school will receive long
term assistance from the
Forever Group (FG), the United
Nations Education, Scientific
and
Cultural
Organization
(UNESCO),
Canal
France
International (CFI), Deutsche
Welle Akademie, Fojo Media
and the International Institute
for Media Support.
Twelve reporters from Fojo
Media are being hired to teach
at the Myanmar Journalism
School (MyJS) and will conduct
teacher training courses in
early 2014. Both France and
Myanmar are now reviewing
MyJS’s management, rules and
regulations.
The two countries will also
build a joint management
system and still need to decide
whether to form MyJS as a nongovernmental organisation or a
private company. more
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A moat surrounds Mandalay Palace, the dwelling place of Burma’s last monarchy| photo: richard mosse
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IN MYANMAR, RETRACING
GEORGE ORWELL’S STEPS

In Myanmar, a long-isolated nation now opening up to the world after decades
of brutal military rule, one still finds romantic echoes of the former British
colony that inspired the young author to pen his first novel, ‘Burmese Days.’
Wandering around Yangon, the former capital city of Myanmar, always makes
me think of George Orwell. Yangon’s old British buildings have the look of
Gothic ruins gone astray in a tropical forest that cannot accommodate their
scale. They rise up under a monsoon moon, massive and darkened and ill placed
— the High Court a Queen Anne-style brick castle with a gloomy clock tower,
like a London railway station reproduced here by some demented committee.
Seen after midnight, they recall the state prisons and labyrinths of “1984,” a
novel that, like many of the works by a onetime Burma
resident then known as Eric Blair, was once nominally
banned here. Times, though, have changed: at the first
Irrawaddy Literary Festival earlier this year, copies of
Orwell books were handed out to participants, and
the organizers of Britain’s Orwell Prize came to the
country to celebrate their man’s Burmese past. Blair
would have been amused.
It is strange to think of a young and unknown Orwell,
who was born in India to a father who worked as an
overseer of the colonial opium business, perhaps
pacing around the ghostly Sule Pagoda 90 years ago The picturesque Popa Taungkalat Buddhist monastery
and taking in this same view that I often enjoy when sits atop an outcrop of Mount Popa, an active volcano
southeast of Bagan in central Myanmar.
walking around the Maha Bandula park late at night. photo: richard mosse
Back then, I suppose, on empty Sule Pagoda Road next
to the park, gangs of boys did not play soccer under streetlamps, their naked
backs glistening with sweat. The streets were probably swept free of garbage,
and the dogs that swarm through them today would have been taken care of in
brutal fashion. It was a different city, a famously wilder, greener place. more
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SEA GAMES END

NAYPYITAW – The Myanmar SEA Games themed “Green, Clean and Friendly”
came to colourful close at Wunna Theikdi Main Stadium here tonight, Bernama
reported. The arrival of Myanmar President, U Thein Sein, wife Daw Khin Khin
Win and guets at the stadium were met with a fireworks display.
A large group of children who formed the 27th SEA Games logo got the closing
ceremony underway.
The audience were entertained with cultural performances such as the elephant
dance and the Myanmar traditional sport ‘Chinlone.’
The ceremony continued with the procession of athletes representing the 33
sports contested at the games held over 19 days.
The 33 sports are athletics, archery, badminton, basketball, billiards,
bodybuilding, boxing, canoeing, chess, chinlone, equestrian, football, futsal,
golf, hockey, judo, karate, kempo, muay thai, petanque, ping pong, rowing,
snooker, swimming, sepak takraw, sailing, shooting, silat, taekwondo,
volleyball, vovinam, weightlifting, wrestling and traditional boat racing.
The ceremony proceeded with lowering of the flag of the SEA Games Federation
(SGF) and the flag of Myanmar as the host country.
The closing of the biennial games was officiated by Myanmar Vice President, U
Nyan Tun.
The 11 participating countries are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor Leste, Vietnam and Myanmar.
This is the third time Myanmar hosted the biggest sporting event in South East
Asia after 1961 and 1969.
Thailand were top with 107 gold, 94 silver and 81 bronze while hosts Myanmar
were second place with 85 gold, 62 silver and 85 bronze.
Vietnam were third with 73 gold, 86 silver and 86 bronze while Indonesia were
fourth with 65 gold, 84 silver and 110 bronze.
Singapore will host the 28th SEA Games in 2015 while Malaysia will host the
29th SEA Games in 2017.
Myanmar drew a close to three weeks of sporting celebration with a lavish
closing ceremony. more
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Rita Nguyen, co-founder of SQUAR,
Myanmar’s first social media
network, relaxes in Vancouver, BC.
photo: nick procaylo

Prospects for Myanmar’s telecoms sector are looking very positive.
photo: zdnet.com
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PUTTING MYANMAR’S PROPOSED
TELECOM RULES ON GLOBAL STAGE
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar today closed its
public consultation on its proposed rules for the country’s
telecommunications sector, which covers areas such as licensing,
access and interconnection, spectrum, numbering, and competition.
TelcoProspects for Myanmar’s telecoms sector are looking very
positive.
Managed by the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, the consultation allowed interested parties such as
Ooredoo, Telenor, MPT, YPT, and industry players to comment
on the proposed rules which were published on November 4. As
anticipated, the draft rules included proposals for the issuance of
additional telecoms licences in Myanmar.
The consultation covered five broad areas:
1.
Licensing;
2.
Access and interconnection;
3.
Spectrum;
4.
Numbering; and
5.
Competition.
A key question here is whether the proposed rules meet international
best practice benchmarks?
Now that the consultation on the draft regulations has closed, it is
possible to provide an interim report card. While this can be done in
different ways, a useful benchmark is the reference telecoms paper
of the GATS annex on telecoms which sets out the basic elements of
a liberalized telecoms regulatory framework. more
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MYANMAR GOES
SOCIAL, WITH HELP
FROM A VANCOUVER
TECH ENTREPRENEUR
Rita Nguyen is creating a
social media network there
in a language she doesn’t
speak
When
civilian
government
replaced military rule in Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, it
ended censorship that had,
among
other
restrictions,
banned news websites sites and
social networking such as the
video sharing site YouTube.
Twitter and Facebook were
subject to blocking on occasion
and in 2007, the ruling junta
blocked Internet connectivity
completely during that country’s
street protests.
When 50 years of censorship and
Myanmar’s economic isolation
came to an end, the country
attracted entrepreneurs eager to
tap into a consumer population
that lagged far behind in access
to many services, including
communications.
Vancouver’s Rita Nguyen, cofounder of SQUAR, Myanmar’s
first social media network that
launched earlier this year, was
among them. more
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Telecommunication in Myanmar

Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, is infamous for pervasive human rights
violations committed by a military junta which has been ruling the country
for decades. Perhaps it is therefore not surprising that Human Rights Watch,
the international non-governmental organization that conducts research
and advocacy on human rights,
has complained that a contemplated
telecommunications law would also be violating the freedom of expression.
In large part to overcome these negative images of and to modernize the country
he rules, President Thein Sein and his government has launched a series of
political and economic reforms. Pride of place among those is a massive upgrade
of the telecom sector. The measure is much needed.
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar, early
this month, closed its public consultation on its
proposed rules for the country’s telecommunications
sector, which covers areas such as licensing, access
and interconnection, spectrum, numbering, and
competition. As anticipated, the draft rules included
proposals for the issuance of additional telecoms
licences in Myanmar.
Myanmar’s telecom sector was woefully starved
of investment and expertise. Basic mobile voice MTN Group says it is not one of the the major
coverage was less than 5 per cent, and internet access operators reportedly back in Myanmar looking to
penetration less than that.
hook up with state-owned operator Myanmar Posts
However, since taking power in 2011, reforms led and Telecom (MPT). | photo: businesstech.co.za
by President Thein Sein have dramatically changed
the attractiveness of Myanmar as a destination for investment, with the
modernisation of the telecom sector being one of the first to be targeted.
While a lot still needs to happen to turn aspiration into reality, Myanmar looks
set to receive significant investment by two wholly foreign-owned operators
(Ooredoo and Telenor) as well as two local operators in partnership with
28

new year sepcial December-january 2014

Feature story

Content compiled and edited from various sources for non-commercial research and private study. For private circulation only.

minority foreign operators.
The new entrants have been signing-up to multibillion-dollar investments to
achieve coverage in excess of 80 per cent for both voice and data and the Myanmar
telecoms market is undergoing rapid change and expansion.
In June, when the two foreign companies, Qatar’s Ooredoo
and Norway’s Telenor, won the coveted rights to operate
telecommunications networks in Myanmar—a country ahead of only
North Korea in cellphone penetration—its 60 million people and
watchful investors believed a revolution was at hand.
But four months later, the two operators, remain in the dark about the
rules they’ll operate under. They also lacked the actual licenses they
won the bidding for, holding them back from rolling out technology
to modernize the sector, and delaying the day when Myanmar’s
networks are on par with its Asian neighbors’.
Despite the challenges, Telenor and Ooredoo express optimism,
describing Myanmar as one of the last untapped telecom market in photo: myanmarupdate.com
the world.
In a step forward, Digicel Asian Holdings, a consortium of Digicel Group, Yoma
Strategic and First Myanmar Investment Co Ltd (FMI), announced that it has
signed an agreement with Ooredoo Myanmar to develop, construct and lease
telecommunications towers in Myanmar.
Digicel’s Myanmar unit, Myanmar Tower Company, will be among the
first telecommunications tower companies to begin construction in the
Southeast Asian country. Through its multi-tenancy towers, it will help all
telecommunications operating firms achieve their aim of rapidly deploying
telecommunications coverage across the country, according to Digicel Group.
Ooredoo to launch 3G services in Myanmar next year
Ooredoo Myanmar will introduce 3G mobile services nationwide in 2014,
according to company sources.
To achieve this, the operator has selected Nokia Solutions and Networks as
the key supplier for its radio and core equipment and services. Ooredoo’s
subscribers in Myanmar will soon have access to advanced mobile broadband
services. “This initiative underlines our commitment to deliver world-class
communications services to our customers in Myanmar, who will soon enjoy
a great customer experience with our network,” said Ross Cormack, chief
executive officer at Ooredoo Myanmar.
“We are confident of NSN’s capabilities to help deliver our vision of becoming
the service provider-of-choice across Myanmar.”
Under the two-year agreement, NSN will build a complete 3G radio access
network (RAN) on 900 MHz and 2100 MHz bands based on its compact and
energy-efficient Flexi Multiradio 10 Base Station and Multicontroller Radio
Network Controller (mcRNC).
These high-capacity and flexible platforms will provide great coverage and
capacity for Ooredoo Myanmar, said Cormack, enabling it to roll out new
services quickly and efficiently while managing its rapidly increasing traffic
growth. As the supplier to Ooredoo Myanmar’s core network, NSN will provide
its Liquid Core-based open Mobile Switching Center Server (MSS) and open
Media Gateway (MGW). The company will also supply Evolved Packet Core
(EPC) ready equipment, including Flexi NS (network server) and Flexi NG
(network gateway).
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The contract also includes NSN’s Subscriber Data Management (SDM) systems
to enable a centralised database repository that is independent of the application
used. NSN will also provide its NetAct management
system to ensure consolidated configuration,
monitoring and network optimization for Ooredoo
Myanmar’s 3G network. The company will also
provide insights into the customer experience.
The scope of the deal includes network implementation,
planning and optimization, systems integration
and care services including hardware, software and
competence development services.
“This deal marks our entry into Myanmar and is
therefore of great significance for NSN,” said Paul
Tyler, senior vice president of Asia Pacific at NSN. photo: asianews.it
“As Ooredoo Myanmar’s partner, we will leverage our
expertise to build a network that will enable exciting new services for customers
in Myanmar. Together with Ooredoo Myanmar, we will facilitate the evolution
of the country’s communications industry.”
Following the announcement on June 27 that Ooredoo Myanmar had been
successful in its bid for one of the two mobile telecommunications licences in
Myanmar, Ooredoo the firm has laid the foundation for its business to become
an integral part of the local community.
In October, Ooredoo Group announced the appointment of Ross Cormack
to lead operations in Myanmar. Ooredoo Myanmar will offer a wide range of
mobile communications services beyond voice and data to improve the lives of
Myanmar’s consumers and help businesses run more efficiently.
This will include the development of a comprehensive portfolio of services
including mobile money services, a range of mobile health services, and
services to support farmers and agriculture,
all of which the company has launched in
other markets. Ooredoo Myanmar will roll
out these services using a large distribution
network that will quickly reach beyond
Myanmar’s cities into the country’s rural
areas. The company will use this network
across 3G networks using 900 and 2100
frequencies, thus bringing data services to
where there has previously only been voice.
photo: asiancorrespondent.com
NSN is a specialist in mobile broadband
wholly owned by Nokia Corporation. From the first ever call on GSM to the first
call on LTE, NSN has operated at the forefront of each generation of mobile
technology. With headquarters in Espoo, Finland, NSN operates in more than
120 countries and had net sales of approximately 13.4 billion euros (Ks 17.95
trillion) last year.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
“You have managed to put together a very informative issue, perhaps the
most comprehensive so far, unless I have missed something in between.
India’s weakness has proved to be China’s strength. We have been so weak
in establishing communication links, and what we do has been of such
unsatisfactory standards, that one feels ashamed. After travelling on the much
touted Friendship Road built by India between Tamu on Manipur border and
Kale, when some UN colleagues who were with me remarked is this the famous
road, with potholes already appearing within a few years of its completion, I
did not know where to look. We have to do better. Our plans look grand but
execution is all so deficient. Compared to this, China inishes what it announces
in record time. Look at the gas pipeline. We have to perk up, unless we want to
fall irretrievably behind.
But you are doing great.
Thanks very much.”
Bhaskar Barua, APPL
“Thank you for the latest Volume of Myanmar Matters-- great reading 		
and a lot of information.”
Sasanka Kumar Dutta, BTFF
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“I must say that the second issue is as informative and as attractive as 		
the first one. Personally I perceive a plethora of opportunities exist in 		
Myanmar for entrepreneurs, professionals and the like. At this stage 		
my feedback is limited to congratulations and best wishes only! I am 		
ready and willing to participate and contribute in any such endeavours.”
Kaushik Biswas, APPL
“Interesting and fascinating coverage. Lot of material....Quite a bit of work.”
Partha Sen Gupta – Tata Steel

Launch of Myanmar Matters through Mr Kyaw
Thu,Vice (Consul and Deputy Chief of the Mission),
Mr Kyaw Swe Tint (Consul General) and
Mr. Prabudha Barua (GMS) at the Myanmar
Embassy in Kolkata

Launch of “Myanmar Matters” through Mr.
Dinsha J Patel (Minister of Mines, GoI),
Mr. Puneet Kansal, IAS (PS to the Minister)
and Mr. Kamal Nain Pandya (CEO, Globally
Managed Services) at Ministry of Mines, Delhi.
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For More information about
investing in myanmar, contact:
INDIA:
New Delhi: Alisha Debara
E: alisha@gms.net.in
T: +91 11 2372 1234
M: +91 9910122458
Mumbai: Sangeeta Menezes
E: sangeeta.menezes@agilisys.co.uk
T: (+91)22-67060881; M: +919819941600
Kolkata: Prabudha Barua
Embassy of Myanmar
E: prabudha.barua@gmail.com
T: +913366261201; +913365007258
M: +919830096413; +919831100656

April-May 2013
more

June-July 2013
more

MYANMAR:
Maung Shwe
E: tin.apex@gmail.com
T: (+95)01394375/6
Akash Chandra
E: dpulsace@gmail.com
T: (+95)0195113770
Yi Yi
E: yiyibc@gmail.com
T: (+95)01255796,389652
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THAILAND:
Bangkok: Kalpesh Popat
E: kalpeshp@lotusartsdevivre.com
T: (+66)0896696699

August-September 2013
more

October-November 2013
more

Myanmar Matters
Profiled & published by Globally Managed Services, www.gms.net.in
Founding Chairman and Editor-in-Chief: Ranjit Barthakur
Managing Editor: Indranil Gupta | Executive Editor: Alisha Debara
Designed & orchestrated by BrandNEW Associates Pvt Ltd, www.brandnewindia.co.in
For contributions, feedback & inquiries on advertising opportunities in Myanmar
Matters, please contact : Alisha Debara - alisha@gms.net.in
Free Circulation

EMBASSIES
The Republic of the
Union of Myanmar
3/50 F, Nyaya Marg, Chanakyapuri,
New Delhi 110021, India
T: +91 11 2467 8822
The Republic of India,
Yangon, Myanmar
545-547 Merchant St, Kyauktada Township, Post
Box No.751,Yangon
T: 00-95-1-391219, 00-95-1-243972,
00-95-1-388412

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Ministry of External Affairs
New Delhi - 110001
T: +91 11 23012591
GOVERNMENT OF MYANMAR
Ministry Of Commerce
Building 3, Nay Pyi Taw, The Republic of Union
of Myanmar.
T: 067 - 408002, F: 067 - 408004
E: mochmo@moc.gov.mm,
mocdhmo@moc.gov.mm
Ministry Of Foreign Affairs
Office No. 9, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
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