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‘Lets Go Myanmar’ seems to be the new mantra of an Indian industry, which is keen to tap the market 
there. From infrastructure to energy to aviation, Indian companies are trying to mark their presence 
in Myanmar. Although a late entrant, India now seems to be determined to make up for the lost time, 
while countries such as the US, Japan and China have already started making deep inroads there. At 
present, Indian investment in Myanmar stands at around $273.50 million, which is expected to soar 
to $2.60 billion over the next few years. 
Some of the Indian companies present 
there include ONGC Videsh Limited 
(OVL), Jubilant Oil and Gas, CenturyPly, 
among others. Other investors having 
operations in Myanmar are Tata Motors, 
Essar Energy, RITES, Escorts, Sonalika 
Tractors, Zydus Pharmaceuticals Ltd, Sun 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, Ranbaxy, Cadila 
Healthcare Ltd, Shree Balaji Enterprises, 
Shree Cements, Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories 
Ltd, Cipla, Gati Shipping Ltd, TCI 
Seaways, Apollo and AMRI.
During the recent visit of Commerce 
and Industry Minister Anand Sharma to 
Myanmar, the government set up India-
Myanmar Joint Trade Committee, to be 
co-chaired by Bharti Enterprises’ Sunil Bharti Mittal. The first meeting of the committee took place on 
June 7. “Out of Myanmar’s total trade volume of over $18 billion, India accounted for around 7.5 per 
cent (in 2011-12) and India is behind China, Singapore, Thailand and Japan in exports to Myanmar,” 
said D S Rawat, Secretary-General of Assocham. India-Myanmar bilateral trade expanded significantly 
from $12.4 million in 1980-81 to $1,070.88 million in 2010-11.

Myanmar: India Inc’s next big destination
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more
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The British rulers of the erstwhile Myanmar may have introduced some 
confusion into things when they began spelling it as Pagan, but the Kingdom 
of Bagan, as it is now named, is a marvellous archaeological confluence of 
many ancient cultures.  With over 13,000 temples, pagodas and other religious 
structures originally built within this 26 sq. mile (42 sq. km.) area during the 
heydays of the Kingdom between the 11th and 13th centuries, little wonder 
then that this has earned the nomination as a World Heritage site. Evidence 
of early settlers by the banks of the Irrawady is traced back to the second 

century AD. However the first permanent settlers are 
correlated with the beginnings of the Kingdom of Bagan 
in the mid-ninth century. Two centuries later, after the 
Mons were overpowered, during the golden era of a united 
Bagan scholars, artisans, master builders and religious 
builders helped lay the foundations of a rich new society. 
Bagan became known as the land of four million pagodas, 
reflecting the economic and religious wealth of the new 
kingdom. A thriving rice culture was supported by an 
excellently crafted irrigation system. 
But history also presents us with some useful learnings: 
In the zeal to build almost all temples and stupas with 
fired bricks and not perishable wood, the demand on 
local vegetation to fire the kilns had an adverse effect on 

ecological balance. Denuded land, earthquakes, floods, erosion and invasions 
led to economic decline and downfall of the empire. The story is another 
reminder for those who continue to turn a blind eye to the inevitable truth 
around the powerful concept of Naturenomics.
History also reminds us of the inevitable doom that is brought about by greed 
and avarice. Both insiders and outsiders have, through the ages, been party to 
the systematic looting of Bagan’s artefacts and treasures. Unfortunately, more 
visitors coming to witness the site may also result in its frescoes, statuary and 
various antiquities being in jeopardy of falling ultimately into the hands of 
wealthy private collectors, despite the Myanmar authorities having slapped a 
ban on their export.
As a resurgent economy with its recently open doors prepares to grapple 
with many issues of progress and balance, we hope and pray that Myanmar’s 
wealthy heritage will be viewed and leveraged with depth of understanding 
and maturity. This Bagan is certainly no Pagan symbol! Hence, in lining up to 
view and appreciate the hidden treasures that the Bagan Kingdom represents, 
we should certainly mind our ‘P’s and queues!

– Ranjit Barthakur, Publisher.

Foreword

Preserving an 
archaeological heritage: 
The Bagan

Ranjit Barthakur, 
Founding Chairman
Globally Managed 
Services, during his trip to 
Nay Pyi Taw
for the World Economic 
Forum 2013   
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sPecIal FeaTure
world economic Forum on east asia
courageous Transformation for Inclusion and Integration
The 22nd World Economic Forum on East Asia was a pivotal moment for Myanmar. It was the first 
international gathering to be held there following a series of bold and swift reforms. After years of 
relative isolation, a revived peace process was underway, the foundations 
of an open market economy were being laid and the formerly hermetic 
country was keen to move fast to heal its divisions and set upon a path of 
inclusive growth.   
For the meeting’s 900 participants – coming as they do from all regions 
of world, backgrounds and sectors of society – Myanmar’s opening up 
represented an unmissable historic opportunity to analyse and help shape 
the country’s reforms and reconciliation. It was also a chance to explore 
the ramifications of plans for wider regional economic integration in the 
coming years. As such, senior-level leaders from government, business 
and civil society came together in Nay Pyi Taw to leverage their collective 
creative and strategic capital to address the most pressing economic 
and societal challenges in new ways. They focused on opportunities to accelerate Myanmar’s growth 

balanced with a significant social 
and inclusive development 
agenda to benefit all stakeholders 
through responsible investments. 
Across South East Asia, the idea 
of regional economic integration 
is gathering momentum 
and Myanmar is part of that 
process.  In 2014, it will chair 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) ahead 
of the bloc’s plans to establish a 
common market and transform 
the strikingly diverse region 
of 600 million people into a 
cohesive economic community 
by 2015. Participants noted that 
achieving this target will require 
a solid commitment to improving 
the region’s connectivity, 
investing in an integrated energy 

agenda, securing an efficient 
food supply chain and building a 

skilled workforce. For many, the meeting provided insight to those who see an important and evolving 
geopolitical and geo-economic pillar of the global economy. “I believed in ASEAN probably before 
ASEAN believed in itself,” said Anthony F. Fernandes, Group Chief Executive Officer, AirAsia, Malaysia; 
Co-Chair of the World Economic Forum on East Asia.  “For me, it is the final piece of the puzzle to get 
Myanmar into this wonderful group of countries.  It is a very exciting period for us, and a great way to 
reduce poverty”.  Located as it is between Bangladesh, China, India, Laos and Thailand, Myanmar sits 
at the crossroads of a market of more than a billion people. The political spring of the past two years 

	  

Session Name : Taking Myanmar to Work | Speakers: Subramanian 
Ramadorai, Hiroto Arakawa, Annie Koh, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Jaime 
Augusto Zobel de Ayala II | Moderated by: Aiko Doden
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represents a turning point for the region and has fuelled a rush of investors excited by the prospect 
of transformational change in a nation that for decades had shunned and been shunned by the West. 
“We are part of the global community now,” President Thein Sein declared in the closing plenary of the 
World Economic Forum on East Asia. “We are getting back to our rightful place.”
International businesses were there to assess the country for investment. Emerging from decades of 
disinvestment and isolation, the country’s infrastructure needs must be prioritized.  With a predominately 
rural population and a threadbare electricity grid, only 13% of households have electricity. As John 
Rice, Vice-Chairman, GE, Hong Kong SAR, a Co-Chair of the World Economic Forum on East Asia, put 
it, “You don’t care if a nice new road passes by your house if you can’t even turn on the light.”
Implementing comprehensive power grids is a prerequisite for all components of development not 
only in Myanmar, but also across ASEAN’s emerging markets. Analysts estimate that East Asia will 
need US$ 750 billion a year over the next five years to meet basic infrastructure goals in transport, 
communications and the energy sector. Lack of infrastructure is a huge drag on growth; infrastructure 
improvements will benefit both individual nations and ASEAN as a whole. These advancements will 
also see the emergence of a more sophisticated market as 
ASEAN moves beyond export-oriented growth towards 
increased intra-regional connectivity. With a somewhat 
overwhelming list of regional infrastructure needs, not 
everything can be built at once and choices must be made; 
but the burden cannot rest with government alone. What 
governments can do is take responsibility for ensuring 
political stability and regulatory clarity to create an 
environment conducive to investment. It is certainty, not 
liquidity, that is lacking. “We are not looking for a risk-
free environment,” said Rice, “We are looking for stability 
and reasonable risk-adjusted returns.” But development 
is more than just economics.
To improve lives from the rice paddy up, less-developed 
nations must target growth that is sustainable and 
inclusive. ASEAN is a success story in terms of economic 
growth. But what about its human and intellectual capital, 
and the numbers of local patent and PhD holders? In 
ASEAN, participants agreed, the emphasis should not only centre on cost, but on quality. Aung San Suu 
Kyi, Chairman of the National League for Democracy (NLD); Member of Parliament from Kawhmu 
Constituency, Myanmar, called on businesses rushing into her country to be socially responsible, to 
invest in the skills of young people and to ensure that their investments help eradicate corruption and 
reduce inequality. “We don’t want our road workers to remain at the level of road work.  Give us the skills 
to solve our own humanitarian and development problems ourselves,” said Suu Kyi. That call struck a 
chord with Forum participants. In Nay Pyi Taw, they took a sober look at Myanmar’s transformation, 

Foreign Delegates Meet at World Economic Forum Held in Myanmar

Aung San Suu Kyi, Chairman of the National 
League for Democracy (NLD); Member of 
Parliament from Kawhmu Constituency, 
Myanmar

sPecIal FeaTure
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examining it in the context of 
the regional integration. As a 
late arrival on the globalization 
wave, Myanmar can learn from 
the experience of its neighbours, 
including China and India. Yet, 
despite its controversial past and 
current communal challenges, 
Myanmar has its own lessons 
to impart about reconciliation, 
the sequencing of reforms and 
the need for inclusion. Social 
responsibility and sustainability 
are part of the culture, Serge 
Pun, Chairman, Serge Pun 
& Associates (Myanmar), 
Myanmar, maintained. 
“We have this CSR (corporate 
social responsibility) culture 
embedded in individuals and 
companies,” he added. Notable to 

all at the meeting were reforms that could well drive financial inclusion and job creation in rural areas 
and enhance health and education delivery. The reformist government’s priorities have been to pass 
legislation on labour and land rights and lift controls on the press. Two new telecom licences – due to 
be awarded at the end of June – should lead to the swift growth of 
mobile telephone service.  Economic reforms are just starting, with 
laws on financial regulation and the central bank not yet in place. 
“Everybody says let’s get the economy going and workers’ rights will 
come later,” Pun observed. “We have it the other way around. This is 
a new model.”
Myanmar’s arrival at the development runway may be opportune, 
coming more than 15 years after the Asian financial crisis revealed 
the perils of cronyism and corruption and five years after the global meltdown underscored the value of 
resilience. Times have changed. Gone are the days of fast growth without consequences. The internet, 
smartphones and social media have rendered command-control 
leadership – even in the tightest of societies – obsolete. Protecting 
the environment is no longer a matter only for those who can afford 
to be concerned. Already evident is the impact of climate change and 
water scarcity.

Like a new car that has to be driven carefully and fine-tuned once or 
twice in its first few thousand kilometres so that it eventually runs at 
peak performance, Myanmar could risk a crash or malfunction if it 

John Rice, Vice-Chairman, GE, Hong Kong SAR

Nay Pyi Taw/Myanmar, 6Jun13 - 
Mr. Serge Pun, Chairman, Serge Pun 
& Ms. Indra Nooyi,Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer, PepsiCo, USA

Myanmar’s 
arrival at the 
development 
runway may be 
opportune.

Protecting the environment is no 
longer a matter only for those who 
can afford to be concerned. Already 
evident is the impact of climate 
change and water scarcity.

sPecIal FeaTure
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goes too fast too soon. Argued Helen E. Clark, Administrator, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), New York, a Co-Chair of the 2013 World Economic Forum on East Asia: “For Myanmar, a lot 
of boats have been pushed out and are midstream. It is now a question of prioritizing and sequencing 
the reforms.”

Take the development of the extractive 
sector. While Myanmar possesses abundant 
natural resources that are much sought 
after by large economies looking for energy 
security, it should open up its extractive 
industries in a measured way that neither 
leaves the economy vulnerable because 
of a narrow base nor wreaks havoc on the 
environment. From the minerals and other 
materials that it does unearth, Myanmar 
should aim to gain the most value by 
building up the capacity to process the raw 
materials rather than simply exporting them. 
Plentiful now, these resources could run out, 
leaving the prosperity of future generations 
in jeopardy. As in many other countries 
that have exploited their natural wealth, 

vested interests could take advantage, abuse 
privileges and get rich quickly, leaving others 

to suffer the consequences or clean up. “This is an amazingly rich country with some of the poorest 
people on the planet,” observed Salil 
Shetty, Secretary-General, Amnesty 
International, United Kingdom, 
a Member of the Global Agenda 
Council on the Role of Civil Society. 
“The rule of law is still a work in 
progress at best,” he said. 
In the post-crisis age where resilience 
is the key, inclusive transformation 
– whether in Myanmar or any other 
economy in East Asia or elsewhere 
– is achieved through balanced development and growth, said World Economic Forum on East Asia 
Co-Chair John Rice, Vice-Chairman, GE, Hong Kong SAR. Myanmar will have to move forward with 
improving its hardware or infrastructure, as well as its software or capacity. This includes the rule of 
law, regulatory frameworks and education to help the country make best use of its youth dividend.
The country needs to move quickly on some fronts, such as addressing extreme rural poverty by 
investing in agriculture to make farmers more productive and farming profitable, and to take a deliberate 
approach in other areas such as the development of the extractive sector. Concluded Rice: “Balance is 
required to make responsible, sustainable progress.”
The deliberations in Nay Pyi Taw explicitly demonstrated the commitment of all stakeholders – from 
Myanmar, the region and globally – to leveraging investment towards responsible and inclusive growth 
both in Myanmar and in ASEAN. Only by coming together and having frank discussions is it possible 
to build trust and an understanding of how key social and economic development challenges such as 
creating jobs, improving education, ensuring better healthcare and enhancing regional connectivity 
can be addressed.

Rajeev A. Vaidya, President, South Asia and ASEAN, DuPont, 
India, iscaptured during the World Economic Forum on East Asia 
in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Myanmar will have to move forward 
with improving its hardware or 
infrastructure, as well as its software 
or capacity. This includes the rule 
of law, regulatory frameworks and 
education to help the country make 
best use of its youth dividend.

sPecIal FeaTure
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When an Indian executive first 
came to Myanmar in 1995 he 
paid $25 a night for a room 
in a prominent hotel. Today, 
the same room costs $250 
prompting his company, which 
bagged a gas block here, to set 
up a guest house in Yangon.
But the shortage will soon be 
history. European hotel chain 
Accor is already constructing a 
business hotel, while Marriot 
has decided to enter a market 
that now boasts of brands like 
Giorgio Armani and others.
India’s neighbor is now open 
for business, resulting in a 
rush of businessmen looking at 
investment opportunities. The 
mood is upbeat, and even the 
ethnic violence that claimed 
several lives in the north is 
glossed over.
From setting up an independent 
telecom regulator to enacting 
around 50 laws amending 
almost an equal number, and 
introducing a simplified sales tax 
and exchange rate mechanism, 
the government is trying to 
ensure that overseas investors 
return after 50 years of army 
rule which ended last year. The 
financial sector laws are expected 
to be amended, and the likes of 
ANZ and Standard Chartered 
are keen to start operations 
in a country dominated by an 
informal system of finance.
Coca-Cola returned after almost 
60 years by opening a bottling 
plant on June 4; a second will 
be ready in a month and the 
company plans on investing 
$200m over the next five years. 
Unilever too plans a second 
plant and investment of $500m.

BusIness

more

Boom time in Myanmar

Telenor, ooredoo win
Myanmar Telecom licenses
Norwegian firm Telenor and Qatar Telecommunications today 
won telecom licences in Myanmar, one of the last untapped mobile 
phone markets globally, pipping India’s Bharti Airtel and nine 
others. The government committee in charge of licence bids “is 
pleased to announce that Telenor Mobile Communications and 
Ooredoo (Qatar Telecom) have been selected as the two successful 
applicants”, a Myanmarese government statement said.
The expression of interest floated by Myanmar for two telecom 
licences received application from 91 entities and 12 including 
Vodafone, SingTel, Telecom-Orange and Marubeni Corporation 
were shortlisted. This was the first time Myanmar opened up the 
sector for private investments with aim to increase the overall tele-
density of the country to 75 to 80% in 2015-2016.
Telenor and Qatar Telecom will be the  first set of private operators 
to provide telecom services in Myanmar.
 Telenor in an exchange filing said it will now start final discussion 
with Myanmar authorities.
 “If a final licence is granted, Telenor will build a state-of-the-art 
mobile network using HSPA and LTE-ready (4G) technologies, and 
aims to achieve nationwide network coverage within five years. 
Mobile voice and data services will be commercially launched by in 
2014,” it said.

 photo : townhall.com

more

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-06-09/special-report/39849177_1_myanmar-yangon-aung-san-suu-kyi
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-06-09/special-report/39849177_1_myanmar-yangon-aung-san-suu-kyi
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/telenor-ooredoo-wins-myanmar-telecom-licences-113062700711_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/telenor-ooredoo-wins-myanmar-telecom-licences-113062700711_1.html
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The world’s most popular 
electronic payment cards - 
MasterCard and Visa - will 
be available in Myanmar this 
September if the Central Bank 
grants permission.  
Cooperative Bank (CB Bank) 
Managing Director Pe Myint 
told Mizzima that his Myanmar-
based bank will forge ahead in an 
attempt to issue both MasterCard 
and Visa credit cards before the 
year is out. Currently, domestic 
banks cannot issue the cards, 
however CB Bank is confident it 
will become the first. The move 
would promote an improvement 
in credit card services, which are 
largely unavailable to foreigners 
and locals alike at this point.

“I think we can be the first to 
issue these cards. We want to use 
these in Myanmar after getting 
approval from Central Bank,” 
said Pe Myint. “The cash limit 
and credit limit will first have 
to be set by regulations issued 
by the Myanmar Central Bank.” 
Foreign Visa and MasterCard 
users could theoretically have 
used their cards in Myanmar 
since April 2013, however 
services are currently unreliable 
and most people still rely on 
cash for all purchases.

BusIness

U. Myint Thant, chairman of the Yangon Heritage Trust, spoke 
in an interview about the state of democracy in Myanmar, the 
involvement of different stakeholders in its affairs and the difference 
between Indian and Chinese engagement with the resource-rich 
country. Myint Thant, author of Where China Meets India: Burma 
and the New Crossroads of Asia, explained the challenges facing the 
country, Myanmar’s perception of foreign firms, growing inequality 
and the importance of India’s North-East in the scheme of things. 
The Harvard and Cambridge educated writer also rued the lack of a 
direct flight between Yangon and New Delhi. Edited excerpts:
How has the Indian government’s engagement with Myanmar been?
In many ways, the strengthening of relations between India and 
Myanmar, even under the old military government, had many 
positive aspects because it did prevent a situation where the 
country became extremely isolated. Under Western sanctions, 
it was already isolated from the West, but I think to be isolated 
from the neighbourhood as well wouldn’t have been a good thing 
for the country. I think we have to make some distinctions here. 
Diplomatically, the reason China was so important and countries 
like the US and the UK would have been more important is because 
of their membership of the UN Security Council. 

Thant says diplomatically, the reason China was so important and countries 
like the US and the UK would have been more important is because of their 
membership of the UN Security Council. | photo: beowulf sheehan/pen american 
center via wef

Focus on ne India
critical - Gateway to 
Myanmar 

more

more

cooperative Bank to 
offer Visa, Mastercards

photo : hongsar / mizzima

http://www.livemint.com/Companies/jEYTfK0Jz6dZ6ZmYE5eEkO/Myint-Thant--China-can-roll-out-big-infra-projects-much-fas.html
http://www.mizzima.com/business/investment/9685-cb-bank-to-offer-visa-mastercards
http://www.mizzima.com/business/investment/9685-cb-bank-to-offer-visa-mastercards
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Myanmar - Thailand 
develop dawei seZ

Bank of India, exim Bank 
look at Myanmar

china starts receiving gas 
from Myanmar through 
pipeline

Thailand and Myanmar have 
agreed on an infrastructure 
development plan of the Dawei 
special economic zone (Dawei 
SEZ) whose construction 
is underway in Southeast 
Myanmar. Thai Deputy 
Prime Minister cum Finance 
Minister Kittiratt Na-Ranong 
and Myanmar Vice President 
Nyan Tun, who co-chaired the 
meeting of the Joint High-
Level Committee (JHC) of the 
Dawei SEZ have said that the 
development plan focuses on 
roads connecting the Dawei 
to the Kanchanaburi border 
area, a small-sized sea port, 
a natural gas-fuelled power 
plant, reservoirs and industrial 
estates. The plan, from 2014-
2018, is expected to cost 300-
400 billion USD. At the meeting, 
the two sides also agreed on 
initial capital of the Dawei SEZ 
development company, which is 
in charge of consulting as well 
as selecting investors for the 
infrastructure project.

Bank of India and Export Import 
Bank of India (Exim Bank) 
plan to establish presence in 
Myanmar through branches and 
representative offices, to push 
Indian investments and support 
growth in bilateral trade. This 
plan follows Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh’s visit to 
Myanmar from May 27 to 29. 
Bank of India, a Mumbai-based 
public sector lender, plans to set 
up a branch in the neighbouring 
country.

BEIJING: Energy-hungry China has started receiving natural gas 
from Myanmar through an 870km-long strategic cross-border 
pipeline co-invested by four countries, including India.
The multi-billion dollar pipeline, which was inaugurated in northern 
Myanmar’s Mandalay yesterday, will ship natural gas and petroleum 
all the way from the coastal port in Myanmar to China’s southwest 
Yunnan Province.
The gas pipeline, co-invested by six parties from four countries 
including India and South Korea, has a designed annual throughput 
of 12 billion cubic metres before off-loading in Myanmar.
A parallel oil pipeline is also part of the project. China National 
Petroleum Corporation (CNPN) is a major partner in both assets.
The designed annual capacity is 22 million tonnes for the oil pipeline 
and 12 billion cubic metres for the gas pipeline.
The cost of the pipeline was in billions, state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported, without mentioning the exact investment in the 
project.It shortens the distance of transportation originally going 
through the Malacca Strait, a Chinese expert said.
Petroleum and gas would be shipped from the Middle East to 
Myanmar and from there it would be pumped to China through 
the pipeline.The pipeline has started to deliver gas to China, official 
media here reported.
Experts estimate that the pipelines will satisfy a quarter of China’s 
natural gas demand every year, and also bring about $1.5 billion to 
Myanmar each year, creating a win-win co-operation between the 
two countries, state media reported. 

more

more

more

Pipeline trainees angry over pay discrepancy between Myanmar, China.
photo :  shwe.org

InVesTMenT

http://en.vietnamplus.vn/Home/Thailand-Myanmar-work-to-develop-Dawei-SEZ/20136/35737.vnplus
http://en.vietnamplus.vn/Home/Thailand-Myanmar-work-to-develop-Dawei-SEZ/20136/35737.vnplus
http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/bank-of-india-exim-bank-look-at-myanmar-112061100058_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/bank-of-india-exim-bank-look-at-myanmar-112061100058_1.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/China-starts-receiving-gas-from-Myanmar-through-pipeline/articleshow/21455214.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/China-starts-receiving-gas-from-Myanmar-through-pipeline/articleshow/21455214.cms
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InVesTMenT
Myanmar to invite 
tenders for coffee shops 
on Yangon-Mandalay 
expressway

Indian firms, government 
eye Myanmar for 
investment, strategic 
inroads

Myanmar will invite tenders for 
running coffee shops with public 
toilets on Yangon-Mandalay 
Expressway soon, according to 
sources from the Ministry of 
Construction.
The ministry has constructed 
some coffee shops and some 
more are still under construction 
on the expressway, it said. “The 
ministry is now in the process 
of building the coffee shops for 
the convenience of the people 
travelling on the expressway. A 
number of toilets have already 
been completed while many 
others are being constructed.
The coffee shop operators 
will be responsible for their 
maintenance. These toilets 
will be available to travelers 
free of charge,” said Kyi Zaw 
Myint, the chief engineers of the 
expressway.
The entrepreneurs in the bidding 
will get one-year permission to 
run the places if they’re selected 
and car repair services shops 
will also be built nearby.

NAY PYI TAW: Indian 
companies are joining global 
firms as they rush to draw up 
investment plans in Myanmar, 
while the government is eyeing 
several opportunities ranging 
from special economic zones 
(SEZs) to banking ventures in 
the emerging investment hot-
spot in the region.

more

more

adB to fund ne-Myanmar 
linking highway project
NEW DELHI: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is ready to fund 
a highway project that will connect India’s North-East to Myanmar. 
The proposed network that will link Agartala, Silchar, Imphal and 
Moreh with Myanmar, is in line with India’s Look-East policy and 
part of a strategic move to curtail China’s dominance over South-
East Asian countries.
The highway project assumes significance as commerce minister 
Anand Sharma, in his just concluded three-day visit to Myanmar, 
has set a bilateral trade target of $3 billion by 2015. Total trade last 
year between India and Myanmar stood at $1.87 billion. The road 
ministry is expected to soon launch a bus service from Moreh in 
Manipur to Mandalay in Myanmar, and the Centre is developing 
an integrated check-post in Moreh that will ease the movement of 
goods and services across the borders of the two countries.
The two nations have also expressed interest in expanding business 
ties in sectors like oil and gas and textiles in Myanmar. The ministry of 
external affairs is also keen to assist Myanmar with human resources 
to build their side of the road connectivity project, said people 
familiar with the situation. ADB officials recently visited Manipur to 
do a technical survey and have submitted their preliminary aid memo 
to the road ministry, which is now going through the appropriate 
alignment and other technical aspects before it gives its approval to 
the project and passed on to the Department of Economic Affairs 
(DEA). “We need to consider whether the alignment is right because 
these are hilly areas. They have said they are interested in financing 
four-lane highways but that has to be justified with traffic and we 
need to see what kind of roads would be suitable in these regions,” 
said a road ministry official. more

The ministry of external affairs is also keen to assist Myanmar with human 
resources to build their side of the road connectivity project.
photo: indianurbaninfrastructure.com

http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/business/2584-myanmar-to-invite-tenders-for-coffee-shops-on-yangon-mandalay-expressway
http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/business/2584-myanmar-to-invite-tenders-for-coffee-shops-on-yangon-mandalay-expressway
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Indian-firms-government-eye-Myanmar-for-investment-strategic-inroads/articleshow/20453204.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Indian-firms-government-eye-Myanmar-for-investment-strategic-inroads/articleshow/20453204.cms
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-06-10/news/39873083_1_kaladan-myanmar-tamu-kalewa-kalemyo
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-06-10/news/39873083_1_kaladan-myanmar-tamu-kalewa-kalemyo
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InVesTMenT
Toshiba celebrates 
opening of Yangon 
Branch Office in 
Myanmar

coca-cola Pops the Top 
on First Myanmar Bottling 
operation in 60 Years

Yangon, Myanmar & Tokyo, 
(BUSINESS WIRE) – Toshiba 
Corporation (tokyo:6502) 
announced that its Singapore-
based subsidiary, Toshiba Asia 
Pacific Pte.,Ltd., has celebrated 
the opening of a branch office 
in Yangon in the Republic of 
the Union of Myanmar, with an 
opening ceremony attended by 
the Chief Minister of the Yangon 
Region Government, Mr. Myint 
Swe, and other honored guests.
Separately, Toshiba Corporation 
announced that it has, with KDDI 
Corporation, won an order from 
Daiwa Institute of Research Ltd. 
to supply a compact, energy-
efficient modular data center for 
the securities exchange system 
in Myanmar. The securities 
exchange will be opened by the 
Daiwa Institute of Research and 
Central Bank of Myanmar in 
Yangon. “Toshiba is delighted 
to make this new step forward 
in Myanmar” said Mr. Hidejiro 
Shimomitsu, Corporate Senior 
Executive Vice President of 
Toshiba Corporation. “We hope 
to contribute to Myanmar’s 
development across our product 
lines, from infrastructure 
solutions to home electronics. 
Our home appliance business 
in Myanmar started since the 
1980s via distributors and our 
automatic washing machines 
are still the most popular brand 
in Myanmar. Toshiba will fully 
leverage our technological 
progress and leading edge 
product capabilities to offer 
people a better future.” 

YANGON — Bottles rolled down the assembly line in packs of 12, 
the first Coca-Cola products made in Myanmar in more than 60 
years, as the US beverage behemoth became the most high-profile 
international company to date to re-enter a market long closed off 
to Western investment.
Coca-Cola inaugurated a bottling facility in Yangon’s Hmawbi 
Township, pledging to employ 2,500 people directly and create 
22,000 jobs across its supply chain.
“As global as Coca-Cola is, we operate a local business in more than 
200 nations around the world,” Coca-Cola CEO Muhtar Kent said 
outside the new bottling plant on Tuesday. “And the cornerstone, 
the key success factor for being a local business, is producing, 
distributing, selling and employing locally.”
Coca-Cola is partnering with local firm Pinya Manufacturing in 
the venture, and plans to invest more than US$200 million in its 
Myanmar operations over the next five years. The company will 
open up a second factory in Myanmar within the next month, Kent 
said before a gathering that included Myint Swe, Yangon Division’s 
Chief Minister, as well as Yangon Mayor Hla Myint and former US 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright.
“This is an important moment for Myanmar, a moment not just for 
the Coca-Cola Company, but for the city of Yangon as well,” Myint 
Swe said, describing the partnership as a ‘blueprint’ for future 
responsible investment.

more

more

A Coca-Cola advertisement in the baggage claim area at the Yangon Airport in 
Myanmar. | photo :  npr.org

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/toshiba-celebrates-opening-of-yangon-branch-office-in-myanmar-2013-07-03
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/toshiba-celebrates-opening-of-yangon-branch-office-in-myanmar-2013-07-03
http://www.irrawaddy.org/archives/36442
http://www.irrawaddy.org/archives/36442
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Myanmar attracting Major energy Investors
China’s national oil company said it’s finished building six new oil storage tanks on a tiny island off 
the coast of Myanmar. More work is planned there in terms of pipeline infrastructure as China tries 
to get around busy shipping lanes. Investments in Myanmar have increased in response to a series 
of democratic reforms that began with general elections in 2010. Human rights groups worry the 
international community is doling out the rewards too soon. Myanmar President Thein Sein scrapped 
a controversial dam in 2010 and the government has since backed transparency initiatives, however. 
Though religious violence has continued in Myanmar, it’s possible the country is developing as a viable 
investment opportunity.
China National Petroleum Co. said it’s finished work on six oil storage tanks on a tiny island off the 
western coast of Myanmar. Oil and natural gas pipelines there could help China tap into more energy 
reserves from the Middle East and Africa. OPEC, in its monthly report for May, said “a large portion” 
of the growth in world oil demand is expected from China. Pipelines from offshore Myanmar could 
deliver as much as 440,000 barrels of oil per day and 12 billion cubic meters of natural gas per year to 
mainland China.
Afghanistan is a better place to do business than Myanmar, according to a recent report on transparency 
from Resource Watch Institute. The report said Myanmar was one of the countries that haven’t disclosed 
“any meaningful information about the extractive sector,” adding mismanagement in extractive 
industries feeds government corruption. Last year, the United States started easing some sanctions 
on Myanmar in response to political reforms and the European Union followed suit earlier this year. 
Human rights groups contend that it was those sanctions that brought about reforms in the first place, 
saying it’s too early to start handing out rewards to Myanmar.
The end of military rule in Myanmar coincided with an outbreak of violence between Buddhists and 
minority Muslims. Two dozen Muslims were killed in broad daylight earlier this year. In a May report, 
Amnesty International said more than 140,000 people, most of them minority Muslims, are displaced 
in Rakhine state alone. When President Thein Sein visited Washington in May, President Barack Obama 
expressed his “deep concern” about violence directed toward the Muslim community.
Last week, the government of Myanmar made further political progress, however, by committing to the 
implementation of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative.
“The United States and Myanmar reaffirm their shared objectives to manage their natural resources, 
including oil and gas, and the revenues they generate, transparently and for the benefit of all their citizens,” 
a joint statement read. CNPC projects planned offshore Myanmar have sparked demonstrations from 
islanders that say their land was stolen to build a deep-water port there. When protesters complained 
about a $3.6 billion dam project, Myanmar’s president scrapped it altogether. Myanmar is eager 
to attract foreign investors to an untapped market. Some voices say it’s too soon to start exploiting 
Myanmar’s resources. Oil and natural gas auctions have coincided with political reforms, though cries 
of ethnic cleansing have drowned out some of the progress. If the agreement on EITI is any indication, 
however, perhaps Myanmar is a case where pessimism will eventually lose the shouting match. more

InVesTMenT

photo : sweetcrudereports.com

http://oilprice.com/Geopolitics/Asia/Myanmar-Attracting-Major-Energy-Investors.html
http://oilprice.com/Geopolitics/Asia/Myanmar-Attracting-Major-Energy-Investors.html
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naTIon news

Myanmar in Transition
YANGON, Myanmar — The former head of military intelligence, 
once feared and loathed for the torture his agents inflicted, now 
runs an art gallery. Myanmar’s former dictator, U Than Shwe, is 
reportedly enjoying a peaceful retirement in a secluded compound, 
while family members who grew rich during his military rule live 
luxurious lifestyles that contrast with the crippling poverty that 
afflicts most of the country. And a former top general in what was 
one of the world’s most repressive governments, U Thein Sein, as 
president, is hailed both inside the country and abroad as a great 
reformer. He has also been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
To the outside world, Myanmar’s transition from military rule to 
fledgling democracy can appear jarringly forgiving.
Even those who suffered torture and years of solitary confinement 
as political prisoners say there is no point calling for retribution. 
They cite the role of Buddhism, a certain pragmatism and, in some 
cases, political calculations for their restraint.
The old elite — the generals and the businessmen who were close to 
them — are reinventing themselves.
The most stark example may be U Khin Nyunt, the former spymaster, 
who opened his art gallery and cafe last month in the compound of 
his yellow-ocher mansion in Yangon that during the junta’s rule was 
off limits to all but those with top military clearance. Khin Nyunt 
spends his mornings in prayer surrounded by Buddhist statues and 
his afternoons tending to an orchid garden. 
“I don’t want to analyze or look back on the actions of the past,” 
Khin Nyunt said in an interview. “Look at how peaceful my life is 
now, very peaceful.”

U Khin Nyunt, a much-feared former spymaster, at his home in Yangon, 
Myanmar, on Wednesday. He now spends his mornings praying amid 
Buddhist statues, and also has an art gallery. | photograph:  thomas fuller

Myanmar Parliament to 
consider constitution 
amendment and
other bills
The Parliament would discuss 
bills and plans to set up a 
commission to review and 
study for the amendment of 
the 2008 Constitution. During 
the session, Union Assembly 
representatives will also 
approve 13 bills, including 
farmer protection bill. The 12 
other bills to be approved are 
the communication law, SME 
protection law, trademark and 
service brand law, condominium 
law, association formation law, 
special economic zone law, 
innovation brand law, industrial 
design law, intellectual property 
law, multi-purpose transport 
law, consumer protection law, 
competition law and Myanmar 
Engineering Council Law.
Moreover, eight bills, which have 
been sent back to Parliament 
together with the remarks of 
President Thein Sein, will be 
discussed during this session of 
Union Assembly.
In the previous sixth session, the 
Union Assembly sent 20 bills to 
the President for his signatures. 
The President signed 12 out of 
the 20 and they have been passed 
as laws.  But the remaining eight 
bills came back to Parliament 
with the presidential remarks. 
Those bills are the 2013 Region 
and State Parliamentary bill, 
corruption elimination bill, 
Myanmar citizen investment 
bill, Central Bank of Myanmar 
bill, disaster management bill, 
credit bond sale and exchange 
bill, contempt of court law and 
population and household bill.
moremore

http://elevenmyanmar.com/politics/2590-myanmar-parliament-to-consider-constitution-amendment-and-other-bills
http://elevenmyanmar.com/politics/2590-myanmar-parliament-to-consider-constitution-amendment-and-other-bills
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/15/world/asia/a-myanmar-in-transition-says-little-of-past-abuses.html?_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/15/world/asia/a-myanmar-in-transition-says-little-of-past-abuses.html?_r=1&
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naTIon news

Myanmar monasteries offer 
bootcamp for the spirit
YANGON (AFP).- Pre-dawn wake-up calls, days of silence and 
hunger may not be everyone’s idea of a holiday, but for tourists 
seeking spiritual sustenance Myanmar’s monasteries offer help on 
the path to Buddhist nirvana. The search for inner peace is unlikely 
to appeal to those who take a more hedonistic approach to vacations 
-- booze, beaches and bikinis are definitely out. “When you first start 
it is a bit like running into a brick wall, you know, you are having 
extreme problems settling down and for your mind to settle,” said 
Rupert Arrowsmith, a British art historian. He spent 45 days of total 
silence in the “famously austere” Chanmyay Yeiktha monastery, a 
peaceful compound of rooms for meditation and sleeping in the 
countryside near Yangon.
“The new environment, different way of dressing, different way of 
eating... It’s like some sort of military bootcamp. You’ve even got 
the same hairstyle,” he told AFP. After their heads are shaved at an 
ordination ceremony, new monks - foreign or Burmese -- retreat to 
the quiet but challenging routine of monastic life. Rising at 3.30 am, 
they practise sitting and walking meditation for the majority of the 
day, spending long periods cross-legged in the complex, which is 
largely silent apart from the sound of birdsong. Food, though often 
sumptuous dishes such as local curries, is served before noon. The 
last meal of the day at Chanmyay Yeiktha is at 10.30 am and monks 
have nothing more to eat before they retire to bed in the evening to 
sleep in individual rooms on a bed with no mattress. 

photograph:  scmp.com

Myanmar signs deal with 
wa rebels

Thai-Myanmar
border-crossings
open to tourists

Myanmar’s government has 
signed a five-point agreement 
with the Wa rebel group to 
build mutual trust in an effort to 
defuse recent tensions between 
the armies from the two sides. 
The Kyemon daily said the 
agreement signed includes 
clauses calling for prompt 
meetings between the two 
armies whenever military issues 
arise and committing the rebel 
United Wa State Army not to 
secede.

Three Myanmar-Thai border 
checkpoints will be open to 
Thai nationals and other foreign 
visitors for entry and exit as 
of August, aimed at providing 
better service to the visitors 
holding passport and Myanmar 
entry visa, official media 
reported Monday.
The three gates are designated as 
Tachilek-Mae Sai, Myawaddy- 
Mae Sot, and Kawthaung-
Ranong under a Myanmar-Thai 
Border Crossing Agreement, 
said the New Light of Myanmar.

more

more
more

British art historian, Rupert Richard Arrowsmith recites the teachings of 
Buddha during an ordination ceremony at a monastery on the outskirts of 
Yangon. Pre-dawn wake-up calls, days of silence and hunger may not be 
everyone’s idea of a holiday, but for tourists seeking spiritual sustenance 
Myanmar’s monasteries offer help on the path to Buddhist nirvana. 
photograph: afp photo / soe than win

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/myanmar-signs-deal-with-wa-rebels/article4915176.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/myanmar-signs-deal-with-wa-rebels/article4915176.ece
http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/9763-thai-myanmar-border-crossings-open-to-tourists
http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/9763-thai-myanmar-border-crossings-open-to-tourists
http://www.artdaily.org/index.asp?int_sec=11&int_new=64071#.Ufe50FNxZHh
http://www.artdaily.org/index.asp?int_sec=11&int_new=64071#.Ufe50FNxZHh
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world lInks
India to provide $150 
million to set up seZ in 
Myanmar
India has offered $150 million 
of credit for project exports to 
set up a SEZ in Myanmar and 
has expressed hope that the 
neighbouring country would 
permit Indian banks to set up 
branches there.
The issues came up for 
discussion during the three-day 
visit of Commerce and Industry 
Minister Anand Sharma to Nay 
Pyi Taw and Yangon.
 For the SEZ project, Myanmar 
government will provide 
suitable land for the purpose.
 “India has offered $150 million 
of credit for project exports for 
establishing a SEZ at Sittwe in 
Myanmar,” an official statement 
said. Sharma called for greater 
cooperation in banking sector 
and appreciated the Myanmar 
government’s approval to allow 
Indian banks like United Bank of 
India to set up a representative 
office in the neighbouring 
country.
“He expressed hope that the 
two public sector banks viz., 
Bank of India and State Bank of 
India, who have also expressed 
interest, would also be permitted 
to operate in Myanmar,” the 
statement said. The Commerce 
Minister stressed the need for 
permission to open full-fledged 
banking services.
Even setting up a joint venture 
state-owned bank with India 
and Myanmar sharing equity 
would strengthen ties in banking 
and commerce between the 
countries. Besides, the minister 
discussed ways to increase 
cooperation in energy sector.
more

Myanmar’s role in aiding 
southeast asian unity
Taking their cue in part from regional examples of cooperation 
such as the European Union, and buoyed by the recent economic 
opening of Myanmar, the 10 countries that make up the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) plan to form a Southeast Asian 
economic community by the end of 2015. 
An economic community would cut trade costs and make it easier to 
do business across Southeast Asia – adding to the region’s already-
burgeoning appeal to outside investors, including companies from 
the United States.
But, despite the much anticipated opening of Myanmar and flurries 
of pro-integration rhetoric at events such as the ASEAN foreign 
ministers meeting in Brunei that US Secretary of State John Kerry 
attended this week, even a small-scale Southeast Asian version of 
the EU looks increasingly unlikely to happen by the due date. In 
Brunei, disagreements over who is at fault for a throat-clogging 
haze blanketing parts of Malaysia and Singapore, as well as saber-
rattling over the disputed South China Sea, overshadowed economic 
integration discussions and highlighted the sometimes-fractious 
nature of relations between ASEAN member-states.
Despite more than four decades of cooperation – ASEAN was set up 
in 1967 – the region’s countries are suspicious of any development 
that appears to trump national sovereignty, says Professor Jorn 
Dosch of the CIMB ASEAN Research Institute (CARI), a think tank 
backed by Malaysia’s CIMB Bank. 
Myanmar – once the subject of many disagreements among ASEAN 
members – will now be a key driver of the proposed economic 
community. more

US Secretary of State John Kerry, third from left, participates in a chain 
handshake during a group photo of foreign ministers during the ASEAN 
security meetings in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Tuesday, July 2.
photo :  jacquelyn martin/ap

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-to-provide-150-million-to-set-up-sez-in-myanmar-113060900360_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-to-provide-150-million-to-set-up-sez-in-myanmar-113060900360_1.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2013/0702/Once-a-divisive-pariah-Myanmar-could-aid-Southeast-Asian-unity
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2013/0702/Once-a-divisive-pariah-Myanmar-could-aid-Southeast-Asian-unity
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us-asean business 
council mission meets 
key Myanmar leaders

Government plans legal 
revamp to tap us market 

The mission was organised by 
the US-Asean Business Council 
and led by a delegation of senior 
US business executives. They 
met with key leaders including 
President Thein Sein, Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Thura U Shwe Mann, and 
Chair of the National League 
for Democracy and Member 
of Parliament Aung San Suu 
Kyi. The delegation was led 
by Mariano Vela, President of 
Unocal Myanmar Offshore and 
chair of the council’s Myanmar 
Committee, and Alexander 
Feldman, President of the US-
Asean Business Council.
“One year ago, the US-Asean 
Business Council led the first US 
business mission to Myanmar, 
two days after the suspension 
of sanctions. At that time, no 
US company had made a new 
investment or set up a new 
office,” said Alexander Feldman 
of the US-Asean Business 
Council. “As we conclude our 
second mission, many of our 
members, including Coca-
Cola, GE, GM, Ford, Deloitte, 
ACE, KPMG, Cisco and others 
have made investments or 
opened distributorships 
and representative offices. 
“In our discussion with the 
Myanmar government, leaders 
outlined a series of priorities to 
address, including availability 
of electricity, physical 
infrastructure, development 
of the agricultural sector, 
access to telecommunications 
including the internet, and skills 
development and education,” 
added Feldman.

The government will beef up legal protection of labour rights and 
intellectual property to ensure exports from Myanmar are eligible 
for duty-free access to the US market by the end of this year, officials 
at the Ministry of Commerce said. 
Although they are confident Myanmar will be reinstated in 
Washington’s generalised system of preferences (GSP) – which 
grants duty-free access to thousands of imported goods from 
developing countries – they said that questions about labour rights 
and protection of intellectual property had been raised again on 
June 4 at a public hearing in Washington on Myanmar’s inclusion 
in the GSP.
The officials stressed, however, that new legislation establishing a 
minimum wage and standards for occupational health and safety 
will be debated at the next session of parliament, as will new 
copyright legislation.
Pyithu Hluttaw representative U Aye Mauk said draft legislation 
for an intellectual property law were to be submitted to the hluttaw 
when it reconvened on June 25. U Aye Mauk, who is also secretary 
of the lower house’s planning and financial development committee, 
said he hopes the legislation will be enacted within two months. The 
committee has received advice from international bodies, including 
NGOs, to draft the legislation, he added.
The World Intellectual Property Organization has been meeting 
with officials from the Ministry of Science and Technology to discuss 
the legislation, a WIPO regional program officer said.
U Ye Min Than said five officials drafting the legislation discussed it 
with WIPO staff at its headquarters in Geneva in early March. 
more

more

Fish-processing plants that can meet international health and safety 
standards, like the one above, are expected to benefit from Myanmar’s 
inclusion in the US’s GSP program. | photo: mmtimes.com

world lInks

http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/business/7247-government-plans-legal-revamp-to-grab-a-share-of-us-market.html
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/business/7247-government-plans-legal-revamp-to-grab-a-share-of-us-market.html
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/business/US-ASEAN-business-council-mission-meets-key-Myanma-30210135.html
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/business/US-ASEAN-business-council-mission-meets-key-Myanma-30210135.html
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President Thein Sein, the first 
leader of Myanmar to visit Britain 
in more than 25 years

President Sein said in a statement released on 
his website on Sunday that he had disbanded a 
security force accused of rights violations against 
Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine State in the west 
of Myanmar, that saw a scene of deadly violence 
between Muslims and majority Buddhists in the 
past year.
Sein was due to talk trade, aid and democracy 
with Cameron and his ministers during a two-day 
visit at a time when Myanmar is opening up its 
oil, gas and telecoms sectors to foreign investors, 
with further liberalization likely.
Cameron was under pressure to confront Sein 
over the treatment of Myanmar’s Muslim 
minority, but faced a tricky balancing act since he 

has made it clear he wants to expand Britain’s trade links with emerging economies such as Myanmar. 
Sein, a former military commander, is trying to get the West to help 
Myanmar’s economy recover from decades of military dictatorship, 
Soviet-style planning and international sanctions. Western leaders 
have praised him for ending the house arrest of opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi, releasing some political prisoners, and allowing 
the opposition to fight an election.
But they want him to further loosen the military’s grip on the mineral-
rich state formerly known as Burma before a 2015 presidential 
election which the British-educated Suu Kyi hopes to contest. Suu 
Kyi visited Britain last year.
About 30 activists from campaign group Avaaz protested outside 
the British parliament with a banner reading: “Cameron - Don’t let 
Myanmar become the next Rwanda”, a reference to the 1994 genocide 
when hundreds of thousands were killed.
Two activists wearing papier mache head moldings of Cameron 
and Sein hugged each other in front of dozens of stylized cardboard 
Muslim graves. “Cameron should never have invited Sein,” said Jamal Ahmed, General Secretary of the 
Burmese Rohingya Organization UK. “Giving him the red carpet treatment knowing about the record 
level of human rights abuses is wrong.”
Before the talks, Human Rights Watch urged Cameron to press Sein on justice for crimes against 
humanity, to release remaining political prisoners and to end repressive laws.
At least 237 people have been killed in Myanmar in religious violence over the past year and about 
150,000 people have been displaced. Most of the victims were Muslim and the deadliest incidents 
happened in Rakhine State, where about 800,000 Rohingya Muslims live, according to the United 
Nations. Cameron’s office said it would provide details of the talks later. A spokesman said he had 
planned to raise human rights.“In all our relationships, nothing is ever off the table,” the spokesman 
said. “This will be an opportunity to discuss political and economic reform in Myanmar and, yes, as part 
of that human rights will be discussed.” more

Britain’s Prime Minister David 
Cameron greets the President of 
Myanmar Thein Sein in Downing 
Street, central London July 15, 2013. 
photo: reuters/andrew winning

 photo: rohingyablogger.com

world lInks

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/07/15/us-myanmar-britain-visit-idUSBRE96E0B620130715
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/07/15/us-myanmar-britain-visit-idUSBRE96E0B620130715
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enVIronMenT

Myanmar rises to the
challenge of environmental 
conservation
President Thein Sein’s decision in September 2011 to suspend 
construction on the Myitsone Dam at the headwaters of the 
Ayeyarwady River in Myanmar’s northern Kachin State signaled 
the rise of a significant environmental movement in the country. 
Indeed, President Sein cited public opinion as a main factor in his 
decision. Over the past year, environmental groups have challenged 
a number of other development projects, including the Dawei Special 
Economic Zone and the Letpadaung copper mine near Monywa. 
Protection of the country’s rich biodiversity and relatively clean 
environment has rapidly emerged as a key national interest in the 
face of a potential surge in economic investment and development 
following recent economic and political reforms.
With the gradual development of a free press and expanded access 
to information, the country’s population has become increasingly 
aware of its unique biodiversity and valuable natural resources. 
The desire to protect these assets has become a sentiment dear to 
virtually all sectors of the population and is reflected in the policies 
and laws being considered by both the executive and legislative 
branches of the government. The new foreign investment law, for 
example, requires environmental impact assessments for all major 
development projects. Further, the parliament recently proposed 
the establishment of an Ayeyarwady River Commission to ensure 
the conservation of the country’s main water artery, whose 
sub-basins house a large percentage of the country’s biodiversity 
“hot spots.”
But this is only a start — recent measures being taken by the 
government to protect the environment are baby steps.

Myanmar’s Ayeyarwady River, January 2013. | photo: flickr/francisco anzola

more

more

Inle lake to enlist as 
biosphere reserve
Surveys had been undertaken by 
The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 
regarding the enlistment of 
the Inle Lake as a sustainable 
development and biosphere 
reserve for conservation, Eleven 
Media news reported. According 
to Sein Tun, administrator of 
Inle Lake Wildlife Sanctuary 
the nature of biosphere reserve 
is to cooperate in solving 
livelihood issues of the locals 
while making conservation 
works. Businessmen, volunteers 
and local residents are needed 
to cooperate and support in 
conserving the Inle Lake.
The Inle Lake Wildlife Sanctuary 
was established in 1985. It is 
known as Myanmar’s major 
tourist spots and considered 
as one of ASEAN heritages. 
Situated between Pinlaung and 
Pehkon Townships of Southern 
Shan State, Inle Lake Wildlife 
Sanctuary is also one of the 
biggest wetland in Southeast 
Asia with an area of 247.435 
square miles. Official statistics 
show that the sanctuary has 59 
species of fishes, 3 species of 
turtles, 94 species of butterflies, 
12 species of mammals, 25 
species of amphibians and 287 
species of birds. Some of the 
contributory factors why in 
recent years the Inle Lake has 
gradually deteriorated is because 
of the over usage of insecticides 
and chemical fertilisers, the 
impact of climate change, the 
surface area of the lake on dry 
season and deforestation, the 
report said.

http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/myanmar-rises-challenge-environmental-conservation
http://asiasociety.org/blog/asia/myanmar-rises-challenge-environmental-conservation
http://www.myanmartodaynews.com/2013/06/26/unesco-to-help-protect-the-wildlife-of-inle-lake/
http://www.myanmartodaynews.com/2013/06/26/unesco-to-help-protect-the-wildlife-of-inle-lake/
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Myanmar is planning to preserve 
endangered seaweed species in 
Myanmar’s Myeik Archipelago, 
importing some species from the 
Republic of Korea, according to 
local authorities.
Seaweed cultivation in Myeik 
Archipelago is seeing a drop 
in production because of an 
unknown disease. Many seaweed 
growers are being forced to 
abandon the cultivation of the 
once lucrative Eucheuma or 
“Cottonii” seaweed and turning 
to other sources of income.
“We have imported seaweed 
from Korea and are growing 
them to conserve in rainy 
season. We have nurtured 
about 400 seaweed plants and 
will distribute these saplings 
to other growers at the end of 
rainy season,” said Thein Naing, 
an officer from the Fishery 
Department.
The seaweed is not native 
to Myanmar and Japanese 
experts have tested it for 
possible commercial cultivation 
purpose. Commercial seaweed 
farming near the pristine 
islands that make up the Myeik 
or Mergui Archipelago in 
southern Myanmar began six 
years ago. A Korea-based MSC 
Company invested millions 
of dollars in this project by 
providing technical know-how 
and agricultural equipment to 
growers. The endangered green 
specie of seaweed was widely 
cultivated in Myeik Archipelago 
during previous years but 
currently only brown species are 
cultivated.

enVIronMenT

Myanmar to use new 
hydrocarbon production 
for domestic needs
Nay Pyi Taw: In what may affect the energy security plans pursued 
by India and China in Myanmar, the resource-rich nation has made 
a precondition of its domestic demand being met before any exports 
are allowed. This will be incorporated in all future production-
sharing contracts Myanmar plans to sign.
“Earlier natural gas was sold to the neighbouring countries as there 
was no significant domestic demand.Our new policy is that natural 
resources will be reserved for domestic demand. If there is a surplus, 
then we will value add and export. The idea is to meet domestic 
demand first,” U. Htin Aung, Myanmar’s deputy energy minister, 
said at a press conference on Thursday.
This comes in the backdrop of the Myanmar government receiving 
75 expressions of interest for its bids called for 18 onshore blocks 
for exploration.
Of these it has shortlisted 59 companies for the submission of final 
bids. Also, the government plans to award another 30 off shore 
blocks. The country holds 7.8 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of gas.
Contracts already signed will not be affected.
“The new rounds that we are offering has a provision that states 
that production is meant for first meeting the domestic demand. It 
is part of the agreement. The ones which we have already signed, for 
them we have to meet our commitments for our reputation,” Htin 
Aung said. Some of the Indian companies interested in these blocks 
are state owned ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), Oil India Ltd and private 
firms such as Jubilant Energy NV and Cairn India Ltd.

photo: livemint.com

more more

Myanmar preserving 
endangered seaweed 
species from korea

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Lc46JpRnMZm4bbTdOuzgDN/Myanmar-to-use-new-hydrocarbon-production-for-domestic-needs.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Lc46JpRnMZm4bbTdOuzgDN/Myanmar-to-use-new-hydrocarbon-production-for-domestic-needs.html
http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/national/2780-myanmar-preserving-endangered-seaweed-species-from-korea
http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/national/2780-myanmar-preserving-endangered-seaweed-species-from-korea
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Myanmar allows traffic 
rights to Indian airlines

Myanmar hospital joins 
hand with singapore’s 
Parkway Hospital

Myanmar Floods Force 
25,000 Into relief camps

Indian airlines can now operate 
flights to Myanmar as the 
country has granted traffic rights 
to India-based carriers paving 
the way for air connectivity 
between the nations. “Yes, we 
(Indian airlines) got the fifth 
freedom rights which is a major 
concession,” said Commerce 
and Industry Minister Anand 
Sharma. The fifth freedom rights 
allow an airline to carry revenue 
traffic between countries as 
a part of services connecting 
the airline’s own country. At 

present, there is no direct air 
connectivity between India and 
Myanmar.

Singapore’s Parkway Hospital 
has signed a MoU with 
Myanmar’s Zabuthiri Specialist 
Hospital in Nay Pyi Taw, the 
official capital of Myanmar, 
to work together for medical 
services in both countries. 
Zabuthiri Specialist Hospital, 
located in the capital, will 
provide low-cost but high-
standard medical services for 
the people in Myanmar as part 
of the joint-venture with the 
Parkway, according to officials 
from the hospital.

Yangon: Nearly 25,000 people have been evacuated to makeshift 
camps after floods ravaged eastern Myanmar, an official said 
Wednesday, as relief teams struggled to reach remote areas 
inundated by water. Flood waters have risen dramatically after 
several days of heavy rain in Karen State forcing thousands to flee 
to nearly 80 relief camps, Chum Hre, director of the social welfare, 
relief and resettlement department told AFP. “Altogether 24,499 
flood victims have been evacuated” in Karen State, he said, adding 
hundreds more had been displaced in Mon and Rakhine states. “It 
is very difficult to reach some of the disaster–hit places because of 
the bad weather and landslides,” he said, adding that helicopters 
had been deployed.

STOP PRESS : A picture made available on 31 July 2013 shows a car 
submerged on a street outside an apartment building at a residential area 
in the Thai-Myanmar border district of Mae Sot, Tak province, northern 
Thailand, 30 July 2013. Severe flooding in north-western Thailand has 
brought the million-US dollar daily trade with Myanmar to a halt at the 
border crossing near the town of Mae Sot, officials said. The rainfall caused 
the Moei River to burst its banks, inundating Mae Sot and Myawadi, the town 
on the Myanmar side of the border. The Mae Sot border crossing is a major 
artery for trade between Thailand and Myanmar, accounting for about 300 
million baht (1 million US dollars) a day in goods. | photo: thejakartaglobe.com

InFrasTrucTure

more

more

more

photo: business-standard.com

Real Estate in Myanmar
The shortage of property in Myanmar’s capital Yangon and the rising 
price trends for newly built residential and commercial real estate 
are prompting more and more foreign property developers to set 
foot in the country. There is a huge undersupply of business office 
space. In late 2012, there was about 60,000 sq m of office space 
in Yangon, less than some individual office buildings in Bangkok.  
Early 2013, office rentals in Yangon has gone up to US$ 85 / sq mtr 
per month.

http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/international/myanmar-floods-force-25000-into-relief-camps/
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/international/myanmar-floods-force-25000-into-relief-camps/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/myanmar-allows-traffic-rights-to-indian-airlines-113061000021_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/myanmar-allows-traffic-rights-to-indian-airlines-113061000021_1.html
http://www.intellasia.net/burma-hospital-joins-hand-with-singapores-parkway-2-289385
http://www.intellasia.net/burma-hospital-joins-hand-with-singapores-parkway-2-289385
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auGusT 2013 
Wagaung Maha Dok Festival : Wagaung (August) is the month 
for what is called Maha Dok festival, believed to be named after 
a very poor man who became rich over-night for his offerings to 
‘Kas-sapa Buddha’. According to tradition and custom, communal 
groups solicit donors to prepare alms-bowls, one or more each, 
depending on the means and will of the donor. Each bowl is filled 
with some rice meal with a curry and dessert like sweets and fruits. 
Monks are invited to receive the bowls and lots are drawn. Each 
donor is in turn given a number of each bowl and lots are drawn 
again for the winning number. The lucky donor often receives a 
sum of money. Overjoyed with his luck; he believes that he is given 
another opportunity to do good deeds of merit.
Taungpyone Nats or Spirits Festival: The festival of 
Taungpyone is a very peculiar and particular festival that although 
Myanmar Buddhists are not actually spirit worshippers, thousands 
of country folks and townspeople alike flock to this yearly festival of 
‘Nats’ (Spirit Gods) near Mandalay to participate in its joyous, light-
hearted merrymaking. 
The small Taungpyone Hill and surrounding areas had been 
‘awarded’ to the ‘Nats’ as a special province of their own by Myanmar 
Kings since the Bagan Dynasty in the 11th century. Once a year, 
festivals are held to honour these ‘Nats’. 

Celebrating the Taungpyone Nats or Spirit Festival

City lit up to celebrate the Phuang 
Daw Pagoda Festival

 Celebration of Tawthalin Boat Races

FesTIVals oF MYanMar
sePTeMBer 2013 

Tawthalin Boat Races : 
‘’Tawihalin” (September) is 
the sixth month on Myanmar 
calendar and it is the time for 
Royal Regatta Festivals which 
is being revived by the state 
with the holding of festivals  
of pageantry and boat races. 
September is the month when 
boat races are held in practically 
every pond, river and lake 
throughout the country.

Buddha’s Tooth Relic 
Festival also known as 
Phaung Daw Pagoda 
Festival: Buddhist devotees 
from all over the country come 
to Paung-de (Buddha’s Tooth 
Relic Festival), 130 miles north 
of Yangon, to worship this sacred 
relic brought out once a year (in 
September) from its vaults. It 
is taken around the town on an 
elephant in a procession.

Myanmar’s New Year is in April. It is also the time to celebrate the 
most famous and active festival in Myanmar. What is the name of 
this particular festival?
Water Festival: The Water Festival, or Thingyan, is celebrated 
in Myanmar. It is a time of celebration where people sprinkle and 
splash water as a symbol of washing away sins and bad luck from 
the previous year. It is also celebrated in Thailand.
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Buddhist art includes media 
which depict Buddhas, 
bodhisattvas, and other entities; 
notable practitioners and 
historical figures; narrative 
scenes from the lives of all of 
these; mandalas and other 
graphic aids to practice; as well 
as physical objects associated 
with Buddhist practice (dorjes, 
bells, clothing, etc.).
Music, chanting, dramatic 
forms, and poetry can also be 
considered Buddhist art.
The earliest known instances 
of material objects of worship 
for Buddhists are relics of the 
Buddha and other holy figures, 
as well objects symbolic of relics 
(e.g., stupas).
An early text describes three 
categories of relics:

(1)Saririka: physical relics of 
the Buddha;
(2)Uddesika: religious 
symbols including the Buddha 
image, stupas, dharmacakra 
(wheel of the law), ‘implying the 
places of actions and objects of 
use as relics of a Buddha’;
(3)Paribhogika: personal 
articles used by the Buddha.
Relics are always closely 
associated with the life story 
of the historical Buddha and 
their preservation/worship is 
intended to encourage religious 
practice.

Measuring change in 
Myanmar at Yangon’s 
iconic shwedagon Pagoda
YANGON, Myanmar — On the first morning we set out into 
Myanmar to discover how the country is changing, we went to one 
of the places in Yangon that for centuries has largely stayed the 
same: Shwedagon Pagoda. The 368-foot gold structure predates the 
city itself and serves as an emblem of the country. It has existed 
in its present form for centuries, and archeologists believe that 
the pagoda houses more ancient structures within its gilded walls 
(Burmese Buddhists believe it also houses eight hairs plucked from 
Siddhartha Gautama’s head).But we were concerned with more 
recent history. The day before, senior AP correspondent Aye Aye 
Win had expressed to us her skepticism at the breathless tone with 
which foreign media have been reporting on the country’s reforms. 
The reforms, she said, had not yet changed the lives of average 
citizens. So, besides winning merit by applying small squares of 
gold leaf to the chests of Buddha statues, we went to the pagoda 
- the place where thousands of monks converged in September 
2007 in support of the so-called Saffron Revolution- to get a sense 
of whether the high-level reforms initiated since 2011 were being 
felt on the ground. The hill on which the Shwedagon Pagoda sits 
is packed with lesser Buddhist shrines. The covered stairs of the 
approach we took were lined on either side with shops.

Light pours through the clouds into the Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon, 
Myanmar. A mix of tourists, monks, and Buddhists who came to pray, 
leave offerings, and see the famous landmark, passed through the pagoda 
on Thursday morning during a brief and bright break from Yangon’s June 
monsoon storms. | photo: natalie keyssar/globalpost

arTs

more more

what is Buddhist art?

photo: wordpress.com

Excerpts from Ben Schreckinger’s travelogue in Global Post

http://buddhistartnews.wordpress.com/2013/06/24/measuring-change-in-myanmar-at-yangons-iconic-shwedagon-pagoda/#more-11809
http://buddhistartnews.wordpress.com/2013/06/24/measuring-change-in-myanmar-at-yangons-iconic-shwedagon-pagoda/#more-11809
http://buddhistartnews.wordpress.com/what-is-buddhist-art/
http://buddhistartnews.wordpress.com/what-is-buddhist-art/
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educaTIon

Myanmar has opened itself to the world at seemingly lightning speed. During the past year, rapid 
changes have resulted in the suspension of economic sanctions and the first visit to Myanmar by a 
U.S. president. President Thein Sein’s government has released hundreds of political prisoners, eased 
restrictions on the press and freedom of assembly and brokered cease-fires with many of the nation’s 
ethnic insurgencies. After years of house arrest, opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been elected 
to the parliament, which is playing an active role in the country’s governance.
Myanmar currently must contend with a dual challenge of excessive centralization and the processes of 
decentralization that is currently underway – particularly in the education sector. At the present time, 
13 different ministries oversee higher education, the Ministry of Education overseeing the majority. The 
Ministry has 10 different departments for overseeing the country’s 
education system, but for higher education it has two specific units, 
one for northern Myanmar – centered in Mandalay and one for 
southern Myanmar – operating out of Yangon.
While the system may seem highly centralized, it also is quite 
fragmented as there are 12 other ministries that oversee and operate 
universities; each of these universities has a dedicated and strictly 
regulated curriculum that is more focused on a specific functional 
or technical expertise and less focused on providing a general 
liberal arts education. Indeed, some disciplines or techniques are 
completely absent (e.g. political science) or very underdeveloped (e.g. 
journalism studies, sociology  and social science methodologies). 
The universities in the fields of defence, forestry and agriculture 
tend to be better staffed, equipped and funded than most other 
universities. The geographic distribution of these universities reflects 
considerations of equity and access rather than the availability of 
infrastructure, faculty, etc. In addition, many universities have 
been scattered across the country to constrain large scale student 
mobilization and participation in political demonstrations against 
the government. Interestingly, each of the major states in Myanmar 
has at least three universities within its locality. 
This leads to further fragmentation as the cost of operating these various units is fairly high and the 
availability of adequate resources is very limited. As a result, many universities suffer from inadequate 
budgets as well as a shortage of qualified faculty and administrative personnel. Students, faculty and 

educaTIon In MYanMar

photo: regent-myanmar.com

	  

Ministry	  	   #	  of	  HEIs*	  	  
Education	  	   64	  
Health	  	   15	  
Science	  &	  
Technology	  	  

61	  

Defense	  	   5	  
Culture	  	   2	  
Forestry	  	   1	  
Agriculture	  	   1	  
Livestock/Breeding	  	   1	  
Cooperatives	  	   5	  
Civil	  Service	  	   1	  
Religious	  Affairs	  	   1	  
Border	  Affairs	  	   2	  
Transportation	  	   2	  
	  Total	  	   161	  	  
HEI : Higher Education Institues
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universities themselves suffer from a lack of autonomy and choice. All 
decisions regarding a student’s choice of field of study or university 
are derived from performance on the national achievement test, 
administered upon completion of secondary school and depending 
on geographic location. Similarly, access to international fellowships 
and exchange opportunities have been strictly regulated from the 
central ministries.
It seems that the capacity in the country to absorb training and new 
approaches to education and research may be limited at this time. 
This is due in part to the highly centralized, top-down nature of the 
educational system but also due to a certain amount of “assessment 
and training fatigue” created by the intense interest in Myanmar 
from outsiders. There is little coordination among foreign assistance, 
although there is some effort to become more coherent through various 
coordinating bodies organizing international donors and NGOs. A 
law is currently under consideration to allow the establishment of 
private institutions with degree granting authority. This seems to be 
intended primarily for foreign entities wishing to establish a base 
in Myanmar, and will likely include minimal financial investment 

pre-requisites. Basic infrastructure – from electric power, to internet 
access, to educational research and learning facilities – is uneven and undependable. We can expect 
significant improvements in online access within the next 12-24 months through foreign investment, 
but at this time access to international resources and information is very limited.
Importance of Leadership and Entrepreneurship
Despite the challenges of centralization and bureaucratic rigidity noted above, Myanmar’s civil society 
and educational sectors also highlight the importance of individual leadership, personality and 
entrepreneurship. Ministries and universities exhibit considerable variation in the degree of openness 
to change and internationalization. In part this appears to be determined by the relative willingness 
and ability of the senior ministry leadership to lead and implement reforms. 
In general, there is an interest in reform and greater international connections, driven in part by a 
desire to reclaim the historical high standing of Myanmar’s educational system in the region. A hunger 
for external information and technical support is evident everywhere and at all levels of institutional 
and civil society hierarchies.
Today, however, modernizing the higher education system in Myanmar will require more than just 
upgrading buildings, classrooms, and related physical infrastructure. The more pressing need is to 
re-establish across the spectrum of higher education organizations a new type of totally integrated 
living-learning academic experience that generates fertile discourse and critical academic engagement 
outside as well as inside the typical academic classroom.
This is a critical juncture for engaging with Myanmar. Higher education organizations can be a catalyst 
in bringing funders together with educators and government entities to make sure that investment 
is made where it can do the most good in preparing the future workforce and supporting economic 
development.  There is no doubt that the awakening that has taken place in Myanmar is a welcome 
sight for those who have watched from afar while Myanmar’s universities deteriorated due to explicit 
neglect and political heavy-handedness. Nonetheless, while it remains quite clear that Myanmar’s 
universities are embarking on a path that eventually will prove rewarding and yield promising results, 
they too must remain focused on bringing about high priority, critically needed incremental changes 
and proceed ahead at a moderate versus an accelerated pace to ensure continued political support for 
the current reforms taking place. It is incumbent on the international education community to respect 
the need for such a deliberate choice and to proceed ahead accordingly.
Japan and India are among the countries at the forefront of this effort. “We are ready to help,” said 
Hiroto Arakawa, Vice-President the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), at the World 

educaTIon

	  

State	  	   #	  of	  HEIs	  	  
Kachin	  	   9	  
Kayah	  	   3	  
Kayin	  	   4	  
Chin	  	   3	  
Sagaing	  	   14	  
Tanintheryi	  	   7	  
Bago	  	   9	  
Magway	  	   11	  
Mandalay	  	   36	  
Mon	  	   4	  
Rakhine	  	   5	  
Yangon	  	   33	  
Shan	  	   14	  
Ayewarwaddy	  	   12	  

HEI : Higher Education Institues
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educaTIon
Economic Forum on East Asia in Myanmar.
JICA is signing an agreement with Myanmar to extend US$ 500 million in aid for ‘quick-fix type power 
projects’ in the Yangon area and education and other development programmes among the country’s 
ethnic groups. Japan will also provide loans to build infrastructure in a new special economic zone in 
Myanmar and open a vocational training centre in August.
For its part, India is helping set up the Myanmar Institute of Information Technology in Mandalay, 
patterned after the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology system, which has produced some of the 
world’s top engineers and scientists. “The first batch of students will be admitted in September this 
year,” said Subramanian Ramadorai, Vice-Chairman, Tata Consultancy Services, India. The school will 
train thousands of IT specialists in four or five years.
Since mid-2012, Australia has helped to deliver textbooks to 700,000 school children and improved 
access to early childhood development for 140,000 boys and girls. This has helped lift the standards of 
education by training 32,000 teachers and 7,400 school administrators.
Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala II, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Ayala Corporation, Philippines, 
noted that his country is in a similar situation as Myanmar in terms of its young population. The youth 

must be equipped with thinking and creative skills and expertise, not rote learning, he said. Giving the 
example of the US$ 15 billion business process outsourcing (BPO) industry in the Philippines, he urged 
harnessing the private sector to help develop new sectors and create jobs. “Business can help create 
new models with academia,” he said. 
In the case of the BPO sector, the private sector formed an industry association and leveraged the 
combined influence of its members to persuade schools to equip students with computer skills and 
fluency in English, which are essential for BPO work. Today, nearly 800,000 jobs have been created in 
the new industry, staffed mostly by young people.
As Myanmar embarks on socio-economic transformations, education must play a critical role in 
promoting inclusive growth and poverty reduction. This will help Myanmar meet rapidly evolving 
labor market needs, rebalance and equip the economy to modernize and move into higher value-added 
sectors, and successfully enter regional and global markets.

Data as on 2011 | Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators

	  

Mean years of schooling (of adults over 25) 4.0 

Adult literacy rate (both sexes, aged 15 and above) 92% 

Combined gross enrolment education (both sexes)  56.5% 

Public expenditure on education (per cent of GDP) 0.6% 

Net primary completion rate  54% 

Expected years of schooling (of children under 7)  9.2 years 

The Burmese language (myanma bhasa) is the official language of Myanmar. Burmese is the native 
language of the Bamar and related sub-ethnic groups of the Bamar, as well as that of some ethnic 
minorities in Burma like the Mon. Burmese is spoken by 32 million as a first language and as a second 
language by 10 million, particularly ethnic minorities in Myanmar and those in neighboring countries. 
(Although the constitution officially recognizes the English name of the language as the Myanmar 
language, most English speakers continue to refer to the language as Burmese.)
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InsIGHT

reTurnInG To MYanMar

My Myanmar experience 
goes back twenty years. 
Then, the nation 

was stuck in a time warp. It 
was like being in the 1940s. 
Slogans urging people to lead a 
‘disciplined life’ lined the streets 
and welcomed us to government 
offices. Working on a project 
about HIV/AIDS for UNICEF, 
we visited quite a few offices, 

but our research also took us 
to drug rehabilitation centers – 
where HIV positive youth had 
been tested but not told about 
their seropositive status. In the 
Buddhist monasteries up in the 
hills of the Golden Triangle, 
religious leaders completely 
denied the existence of HIV, 
even as hundreds of young girls 
crossed the border routinely 
into Thailand, worked in the 
sex trade and sent money back 
home. We spent evenings 
posing as potential customers 
in Yangon’s restaurants and 
Kentung’s karaoke bars, learning 
how young women had false, but 
sophisticated - notions about 
how HIV could be transmitted, 
like only if the blood groups of 
sexual partners matched. In the 
fairground where traditional all 
night long Zat Pwe performances 
were held, some of these women 

plied their trade.
I spotted injecting drug users 
rummaging through hospital 
waste to pick up discarded IV 
needles and tubes, because it 
was illegal to buy a syringe. In a 
land where deep religious faith 
and a complete lack of personal 
agency stifled all initiative, it 
was indeed disturbing to see 
how vulnerable people were to 
the AIDS epidemic.

On a different note, Yangon’s 
Bogyoke Aung San Market was a 
virtual Aladdin’s treasure trove, 
with gems, intricately carved 
ivory and teak statuettes, and 
bright fabrics spilling out of 
small family owned stores. This 
was where we were told that we 
should exchange our US dollars, 
because you could get 15-20 
times the official exchange rate. 
The Myanmar that I will be 
revisiting this year promises to 
be very different, but equally 

exciting. Coincidentally, it 
will be for another UNICEF, 
project on comprehensive 
education system reform. As 
foreign investment pours in, the 
country faces a huge challenge: 
in terms of having an educated, 
trained and skilled workforce 
that can meet the needs of 
the new companies, across 
every sector. Many schools 
themselves are supported by 
their communities, rather than 
relying on government support, 
which clearly indicates that 
families value education. 
It isn’t surprising that 
Myanmar’s rich natural and 
mineral resources have created 
such a rush of investment.
If I am able to make even the 
tiniest contribution towards 
unlocking the human potential 
through the education system 
reform, I would consider it as a 
real privilege. 

The writer is Chief Knowledge Officer 
– China and Regional Cultural Insights 
Director, Ogilvy & Mather Asia Pacific, 
based in Shanghai. who has written 
several books on his travels around the 
region, including Myanmar. 

Poster - Zat Pwe performance

Cilincs offer HIV counseling

Local men at a bar

Kunal Sinha
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uPcoMInG eVenTs
Myanmar conferences and Trade shows calendar
Date: 3-4th Sep, 2013
Myanmar Energy 
Investment Summit
Location: Traders Hotel, 
Yangon
The Myanmar Energy Investment 
Summit 2013 is designed 
to provide a platform for 
international energy industry 
players and  potential investors 
to gather in Yangon; providing 
updates on the market potential 
and development plan of the 
energy sector in  Myanmar; 
implication of new economic 
regulations arising from latest 
parliamentary decision for the 
energy sectors.

Date: 10-11 Sep, 2013 
The Myanmar Global 
Investment Forum 
Location: Myanmar 
International Convention 
Center, Nay Pyi Taw 
With over 900 international 
and local business leaders, 
policymakers, financiers and 
economists, the conference 
offers international participants 
an ideal platform to connect 
with the country’s government 
and business leaders. Hear 
their outlook for the country 
as it continues its dramatic re-
emergence into the international 
community. 

Date: 16-18 Sep, 2013
Myanmar Supply Chain 
Management Conference
Location: Traders Hotel, 
Yangon
Myanmar Supply Chain 
Management Conference 2013 
is the only strategic supply 
chain conference where people, 
innovation technologies and 

best practices converge to 
define the realm of SCM in 
Myanmar. It aims to provide the 
international platform where 
global supply chain practitioners 
network and learn about the 
opportunities presented with the 
opening up of various sectors in 
Myanmar. The spot light will 
be cast on the supply chains 
of vastly different industries – 
ranging from automobile to CPG 
manufacturing, from retail to the 
agricultural supply chain. Focus 
will also be on the transport and 
logistical networks which play an 
integral part in the enabling of 
an agile, responsive and highly 
efficient supply chain.

Date: 23-26 Sep, 2013 
Myanmar Power Summit 
and Myanmar Oil Gas & 
Power Week
Location:  Sedona Hotel 
Yangon
Incorporating 2 Ground-
breaking industry conferences 
with individual interactive 
sessions, ‘shared’ sessions and 
separately bookable workshops 
for comprehensive networking 
and knowledge sharing 
experience.

Date: 24-25 Sep 2013
Asia Cementrade Summit
Location:  Parkroyal, 
Yangon
Booming infrastructure and 
construction growth in Asia  drives 
cement demand & investment.  
The topics of discussion mainly 
include -How sustainable is Asia’s 
infrastructure and construction 
boom? Cement demand, prospects 
& investment challenges/updates 
in:Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, 

Thailand, India, Indonesia, 
The Philippines, China; cement 
trade opportunities in Myanmar 
with new FIL, Myanmar’s 
infrastructure development & 
industrial projects master plan, 
dry bulk freight market forecast 
and dement technology update.

Date: 30 Sep-01 Oct 2013 
Myanmar Real Estate 
Summit (MRES) 
Location:  Parkroyal, 
Yangon
Burgeoning demand, revised 
regulations and new opportunities 
are driving Myanmar’s property 
sector - from refurbished office 
spaces to service apartments to 
retail outlets. But what are the 
limitations for investments and 
challenges ahead for the real 
estate market? Will foreigners 
be able to buy condominiums 
in the near future? Is Myanmar 
facing a real estate bubble? 2nd 
MRES explores pivotal issues 
that are crucial for investing in 
Myanmar’s property sector.

Telecom and IT Global 
summit 2013 is set to take 
place at Yangon, Myanmar 
from 3-4 october
SINGAPORE – The 2nd INTO 
MYANMAR: Telecom and IT 
Global Summit 2013 is set to 
take place at Yangon, Myanmar 
from 3-4 October 2013.Two 
new telecom licenses have just 
been awarded in Myanmar. 
The new Telecom Law is now 
being treated in its final stage in 
Parliament and is expected to be 
passed soon. more

http://www.koreaittimes.com/story/30840/strategic-meeting-myanmar%E2%80%99s-telecom-and-ict-investors-and-stakeholders
http://www.koreaittimes.com/story/30840/strategic-meeting-myanmar%E2%80%99s-telecom-and-ict-investors-and-stakeholders
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I appreciate Globally Managed Services 
for its great effort in publishing Myanmar 
Matters newsletter giving special attention 
to Myanmar among ASEAN member states. 
I am deeply  impressed by Myanmar Matters 
newsletter covering wide range of infonnation 
on Myanmar. Myanmar Matters newsletter will 
surely contribute to a better understanding  of 
politics, economy, and culture of Myanmar by 
Indian people and thereby promoting people-

to-people connectivity between the two countries. The newsletter  
not only provides information on historical and current cordial 
relationship between Myanmar and India but also conveys current 
business and investment opportunities in Myanmar encouraging  
Indian businessmen to do more businesses and investments  in 
Myanmar. I congratulate Mr. Ranjit Barthakur, Founding  Chairman 
of Globally Managed Services.
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