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Conserving and Preserving our Natural Heritage.Vision

Facilitating co-existence through interdependence.Objectives
Develop Symbiotic Models around 
Conservation-Community-Technology Imperatives.Mission

THE BALIPARA TRACT & FRONTIER FOUNDATION 
is based out of the Assam, India and is strategically located within the 
Eastern Himalayan Biodiversity Hotspot. Established in 2007, the 
Foundation has promoted its concept of Naturenomics™ to organizations, 
industries and governments across the world. The Foundation has been 
the front-runner in strategizing an alternative developmental model for 
the North-Eastern Region of India.

To act as a channel which will bring out, celebrate the success of grass root 
environmentalists. We, through these awards make a humble e�ort to act 
as a catalyst in bringing out such initiatives which are both people and 
wildlife sensitive to the larger audience. And our focus is towards promot-
ing the eco-champions of the Eastern Himalayas.

THE BALIPARA FOUNDATION AWARDS



“If we could all make as tangible a contribution 
to conservation as William did, the world would 
indeed be in much better shape.”, were the 
quotes of a colleague from the IUCN Wild Pig 
Specialist Group, after William passed away in 
Philippines in 2014. 

William Oliver was one of the world’s most 
profound Wild Pig Conservationists. His contri-
bution towards the recovery of the critically 
endangered Pygmy Hogs in the wild is notable. 
He is also responsible for the reclassi�cation of 
pygmy hogs from the genus ‘Sus’ to a separate 
new genus ‘Porcula’. Oliver undertook the 
Pygmy Hog �eld survey in Assam in 1977, and 
from then onwards became sensitized and 
passionate towards the conservation of Wild 
Pigs and other lesser fauna from India, Philip-
pines and other parts of the globe. He played a 
major role in the establishment of the original 
Pigs and Peccaries Specialist Group (Now 
renamed the IUCN Wild Pig Specialist Group) in 
1980 at the invitation of Sir Peter Scott, then 
Chair of the Species Survival Commission (SSC).

Oliver played a key role in the establishment of 
the International Conservation Management 
and Research Agreement between the Union 
Ministry of Environment and Forests, Assam 
Forest Department, The Pigs, Peccaries and 

Hippos Specialist Group, and The Jersey Wildlife 
Preservation Trust. The result of the agreement 
was the formation of the Pygmy Hog Conserva
tion Programme (PHCP). The PHCP is majorly a 
captive breeding programme for preparing the 
critically endangered pygmy hogs to be 
released in the wild. They are also involved in 
restoration of grassland habitats. At present 
there are two active pygmy hog captive breed-
ing centers in Assam. 

Before Pygmy Hogs, Oliver initially got involved 
in the �eld of wildlife and conservation by 
working as an animal keeper and Education 
O�cer at Marwell Zoo. After which he joined 
the Durrell Zoo in 1974. This was also the place 
where he understood the importance of zoos 
and captive programs for the survival of threat-
ened species in the wild. William initially 
formed the action plan for conserving pygmy 
hogs in 1977, and it took him almost two 
decades to convince the state of Assam and 

WILLIAM  OLIVER 
PYGMY HOG CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

Recipient of Annual Balipara Foundation Awards, 
2013 - Assam
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ANNUAL BALIPARA FOUNDATION AWARDS
Presented to a government or non-government organization, whose contribution to the protection 
of wild nature has gone beyond the call of duty and which has displayed demonstrable success in 
the arena of nature conservation.

Willliam Oliver studying Pygmy Hogs (Porcula salvania)



Government of India to take steps towards 
conserving them, after which, the PHCP breed-
ing center was up and was running with an 
initial captive population of 6 hogs. Later, in the 
end of May 2016, the 100th captive pygmy hog 
was released into the wild, into the forests. With 
a declining population between 200-500 
pygmy hogs in the wild, and its major popula-
tion being con�ned to the north-western part 
of Assam in Manas National Park, the ex-site 
conservation model that was initiated by Oliver 
brings hope for the survival of pygmy hogs in 
the future. The PHCP reintroduction program 
has released pygmy hogs in Sonai Rupai 
Wildlife Sanctuary and Orang National Park and 
the current census indicated that there are 35 
and 118 pygmy hogs inhabiting Sonai Rupai 
and Orang respectively.
Oliver was also a renowned and respected 
wildlife artist for which he would be invited by 
Jersey Post to design stamps. And he was also 
known for his wildlife paintings and book 
illustrations. A species of Wild Pig is named after 
him in his remembrance, Sus oliveri.

Ecological Impact: 
Besides setting up of the Pygmy Hog Conserva-
tion Programme, Oliver also took e�orts 
towards the conservation of other wild animals 
like the Visayan Spotted Deer, Philippine 
Hornbills and the Negros Bleeding-heart 
Pigeon in the Philippines. He was also instru-
mental in declaring of the Danjugan Island in 
Philippines as a nature reserve by involving the 
World Land Trust Organization. He assisted in 
the setting up of the Biodiversity Conservation 
Foundation in Philippines. Oliver also under-
took e�orts towards conservation of the critical-
ly endangered Visayan Warty Pig (Sus cebifrons) 
in the Philippines.
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William with a Visayan spotted deer (Rusa alfredi)

Some of William's Wildlife Illustrations



The Pangti Village Community and Forest 
Department of Nagaland played a major role in 
the conservation of the Amur Falcon (Falcoa-
murensis) after the bird had come in news due 
to rampant and excessive poaching and 
hunting in Nagaland, during its migratory 
passing from the North-eastern state of India. 
The village council consists of villagers oriented 
towards wildlife conservation in Nagaland. The 
Village Community, along with the forest 
department of Nagaland and local NGOs were 
involved in the planning, implementation, 
monitoring and assessment outreach activities 
on the importance of saving the Amur Falcons 
from being poached and hunted rampantly. 
The Pangti Village with the neighboring 
villages Sunfro and Ashaa, all of which are 
important villages in terms of the falcon’s migra

tory path geographically, were crucial in 
making the ban in hunting of the Amur Falcon 
successful in Nagaland. The Pangti Council was 
involved in the distribution of literature, 
posters, bookmarks, hoardings to generate 
widespread awareness about Amur Falcon. 
Flexi banners depic ting slogans for Amur 
conservation and about the punitive measures 
as well were put up in public places. The 
Nagaland Forest Department also made use of 
local and national media, to publicize the mass 
hunting of amur falcons as well as to increase 
awareness regarding the falcon. Balipara 
Foundation awarded the Pangti Village Commu-
nity and the Forest Department of Nagaland for 
their collaborative work on making on-ground 
conservation of the Amur Falcon work.

PANGTI VILLAGE COMMUNITY & 
FOREST DEPARTMENT OF NAGALAND

Recipient of Annual Balipara Foundation Awards, 2014 - Nagaland
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The Pangti Village Community release Amur Falcons (Falco amurensis)
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Social Impact: 
Seminars and outreach programs were organ-
ized by the Pangti team, to raise awareness 
regarding the conservation of wildlife, especial-
ly to save the Amur Falcons. 
The outreach activities attempted to extent to 
di�erent levels of stakeholders, from the 
villagers to the governing authorities and also 
including the police department. Religious 
institutions like di�erent temples and churches 
were also involved in the program to increase 
awareness for the falcons. The awareness 
programs were also conducted in schools of 
Sungro, Sanis and Englan ranges, covering 
more than 15 villages in Nagaland. A marathon 
was also organized to raise awareness regard-
ing the downfall in numbers of the migratory 
falcon. The relevance of these outreach 
programs was to make the local community 
aware regarding the Amur Falcon who come in 
spectacular numbers to roost in and around 
Sungro Range during the bird’s migratory path 
from Eastern Asia to the Southern Africa. The 
Pangti team also created alternative livelihood 
opportunities for the villagers depending on 
hunting and natural resource extraction from 
the forests.

Economic Impact: 
The back stories of mass killings of the falcons 
were driven by insu�cient livelihood opportu-
nities for the locals who depended on agricul-
ture. The locals also had to face threats to their 
livelihood from crop predation by wild animals 
and also by insu�cient pest control, all of 
which left some of the people with no choice 
but to hunt wild animals, including falcons. The 
Pangti Council took major e�orts in convincing 
the local community members from killing 
Amur Falcons. And it also made e�orts to 
involve the locals in conservation work related 
to nature tourism, so that they deviate from 
traditional means of livelihood that were prone 
to degrade forests and wildlife.

Ecological Impact: 
MoUs were signed between the Pangti Council, 
Conservation NGOs and the Forest Department 
of Nagaland for the conservation of Amur 
Falcons. The Pangti team, along with the Forest 
Department of Nagaland, helped set up a team 
of monitoring villagers and forest personnel 
who would be stationed at the roosting sites 
and market areas to patrol the prevent the 
hunting/trading of the Amur Falcons. The 
churches in Nagaland, including the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council, were also involved to 
spread awareness by organizing the ‘Pray for 
the Amur Falcon Campaign’, reaching out to 
about 1200 churches. The awareness programs 
also included eco-club activities, village level 
seminars, wildlife movie shows, etc. The Pangti 
team also helped in the imposing of ban on the 
use of weapons, felling of falcon roosting sites, 
burning of forests, �shing with explosives and 
poison, chemical farming, etc.The Wildlife 
Institute of India (Dehradun) jointly collaborat-
ed with the Pangti Council to satellite tag a few 
Amur Falcons to study its migratory route from 
Asia to Africa, for which ex-hunters turned 
�shermen from neighboring villages were 
involved in execution of the �eldwork. The 
study was an initiative of the Wildlife Institute of 
India (WII) Dehradun, Raptors MoU of the 
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), MME 
(Birdlife International) Hungary and the Depart-
ment of Forest, Ecology, Environment and 
Wildlife Nagaland. 28 birds were ringed 
altogether and from among these, 3 individuals 
were selected and PTT tagged-one male 
named “Naga” and two females named “Wokha” 
and “Pangti” after the State, District and Village 
respectively. These birds were all tagged and 
released on 7th November, 2013. The male 
Amur “Naga” reached South Africa �rst on 9th 
January, 2014, while the two females took their 
own time and reached later on. Since then, 
“Naga” and “Pangti” have taken their return 
journey and are now in Mongolia while there’s 
no more signal from “Wokha” after reaching 
South Africa.

7



AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
 Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) Earth Heroes Award, under the ‘Save the Species’ 
category.2013

Forest Protection Force  –  Governor’s Commendation Certificate for the Amur 
Falcon Conservation Protection and Conservation2014
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Pangti Village Community and Forest Department of Nagaland receiving the
 Annual Balipara Foundation Awards in 2014
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Belonging to Tripura, Achintya has a long list of 
accomplishments in the �eld of sustainable 
natural resource management where he has 
intensively worked with rural communities in 
creating livelihood opportunities. His biggest 
contribution to Tripura, its local communities 
and forests has been the initiation of the 1st 
Joint Forest Management (JFM) of Tripura. 
Achitya graduated in Physics from Calcutta 
University in 1970 and he was also an associate 
of Indian Forest College (AIFC), Dehradun in the 
year 1975. 
Achintya started o� his career with a humble 
beginning as a Forest Administrator in the 
divisional level (Tripura) in 1985. After which he 
proceeded to be the Manager at divisional level 
under the Andaman and Nicobar Forest Planta-
tion Development Corporation Ltd for logging 
and management of the timber depot. He was 
also involved in the management and market

ing of natural forests and oil plantations within 
the islands as well as also foreseeing the extrac-
tion of crude oil and its sale. In 1991, Achintya 
became the Divisional Forest O�cer (DFO) of 
Tripura after which he proceeded to become 
the Deputy Conservator of Forests – Planning 
and Development (Tripura) in 1994. Achintya 
then took up the role of Deputy Forest O�cer 
(DFO) under the Training Division (Tripura) in 
1998. Later in the year 2001, he took up the 
responsibility of Deputy Conservator of Forests 
Headquarters (Tripura).Achintya then also 
proceeded to become the Conservator of 
Forests Headquarters (Tripura) and Conservator 
of Forests – Working Plan, Research and 
Training (Tripura), both in 2002. He then 
became the Conservator of Forests – Wildlife 
(Tripura) in 2003, after which he became the 
Conservator of Forests – Northern Circle 
(Tripura) in 2004. He was then appointed as the 

ACHINTYA KUMAR SINHA
Recipient of Annual Balipara Foundation Awards, 2015 - Tripura
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Achintya Kumar Sinha receiving the Annual Balipara Foundation Award from 
Wildlife Conservationist Vivek Menon in 2015
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Director of Biotechnology by the Government 
of Tripura in 2005, and then as the Managing 
Director of Tripura Rehabilitation Plantation 
Corporation Ltd (Tripura)dealing with rubber 
plantation-based economic rehabilitation of 
marginalized tribal households in 2006 and the 
Managing Director of Forest Development and 
Plantation Corporation Ltd (Tripura) dealing 
with commercial management of rubber planta-
tions, processing and sale of raw rubber, manu-
facture of high-end furniture and furnishing 
with treated rubber, wood and bamboo as well 
as the management of rubber-based economic 
rehabilitation of weaker sections of rural house-
holds between 2008 and 2009. Achintya also 
initiated and was part of multiple studies 
related to a�orestation, livelihood and planta-
tions, some of which included a ‘Study on the 
National A�orestation Programme in Tripura’ – 
2001-02 and 2010-11, ‘Assessment of the 
possible impact of Forest rights act on the 
National A�orestation Program in Tripura’ – 
2012, ‘Study on Harvesting, Processing and 
Marketing of Selected Non-Timber Forest 
Products in Tripura’ – 2013 and the ‘Inventorisa-
tion of Assets created under Entry Point Activi-
ties in National A�orestation Programme and 
Study of their Impact on livelihood of people in 
�ve selected FDAs in Tripura’ in 2014. Besides 
which he was also part of the peer reviewed 
reports on FSC Evaluation of Bhamragarh 
Forest Division, Maharashtra (2012) and Uttar 
Pradesh Forest Corporation (2015). Achintya 
was also the Subject Expert for ‘Facilitation for 
Rubber Wood Certi�cation for TFDPC Ltd at the 
Indian Institute of Forest Management (Bhopal) 
team in 2012. He was also the Senior Consult-
ant of National Council of Applied Economic 
Research (New Delhi) for a project on the Assess-
ment study of green jobs potential in India at 
National Level in 2013.

Social Impact: 
Achintya played a major role in the rehabilita-
tion of around 50 shifting cultivation-based 
families belonging to the Raeng tribe (Tripura) 
in 1981. He also set up the Forest Training 
School in Tripura that extended skill develop-
ment and capacity building programs for rural 
youths. The training program included cultiva-
tion, management and utilization of bamboo 
for farm forestry. He also organized nature 
conservation awareness programs for the rural 
youth, through the school. He also helped 
create the Tripura Biotechnology Council in 
Tripura. Achnitya was also involved in capacity 
building for improved livelihood of tribal house-
holds.

Economic Impact:
Achintya promoted bamboo-based panels and 
engineering products in collaboration with 
Bamboo Engineering and Research Centre 
(BERC), Tripura Forest Development and Planta-
tion Corporation Limited (TFDPC), Nanjing 
Forestry University (China) and Cane and 
Bamboo Technology Centre (CBTC-Guwahati).

Ecological Impact: 
Achintya has been involved in development of 
avenue plantations of Michelia champacain 
Atharamura Hill Section (Tripura). Achintya also 
promoted and launched North-east India’s 1st 
Joint Forest Management (JFM), a kind of partic-
ipatory forestry in Meleghar. It was also only the 
8th JFM from India.    
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Arindam presenting about Tambul Plates 
at a conference

Arindam Dasgupta, a graduate from the 
Institute of Rural Management (Anand) Gujarat, 
was working as an o�cer with Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute of India (EDII) in 
Guwahati back in 2005, where he decided to 
venture into the manufacturing of environ-
ment-friendly disposable dinnerware. He 
always had the dream of beginning a communi-
ty-based startup for rural India and so he quit 
his job in EDII and joined a non-governmental 
organization called ‘Dhriti’, to promote areca 
nut sheaths and to work on the lines of commu-
nity welfare. During the same time, he also 
begun touring South India and visited around 
40 areca nut plate production units.

Presented to a green entrepreneur whose �nancial and ecological success has 
proven to be sustainable in wealth formation through the securitization of natural 
assets such as food, water, energy and environment.

NATURENOMICSTM AWARDS

Social Impact:
TPMPL has helped in the training of more than 
1000 individuals (out of which 400+ are 
women) in manufacturing areca nut plates. The 
organization has also helped local community 
members with high unemployment rates to get 
jobs. TPMPL has also provides additional 
income to sheath collectors, out of which major-
ity are women. (Sources: Seed Case Studies: 
Insights into Entrepreneurial Solutions for 
Sustainable Development). TPMPL has assisted 
in networking of areca nut producers with State 
Governments, NGOs, Institutions and Banks 
which has helped the local community in 
availing schemes/services, increasing outreach, 
improving technology and facilitating �nance 
respectively for areca nut plate production 
projects. TPMPL is also involved in introducing 
solar lighting to the areca nut plate production 
units to address the problem of electricity 
shortage in villages.

 ARINDAM DASGUPTA
Recipient of NaturenomicsTM Awards, 2013 - Assam 

Thereafter in the year 
2009, Arindam 
established Tambul 
Plates Marketing Private 
Limited (TPMPL), which 
aimed at manufacture 
and marketing of areca 
nut plates in 

North-eastIndia - Guwahati, Shillong and 
Dimapur, and other major cities including Delhi, 
Patiala, Patna, Mumbai and Kolkata. The main 
objective of TPMPL is to support producers of 
areca nut plates to market their products so that 
they need not worry about selling them. Due to 
TPMPL, the marketing reach of areca nut plates 
has extended to Europe, USA, South-east Asia 
and the Middle East.  
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Economic Impact:
TPMPL helped increase sales and selling prices 
of areca nut sheaths for collectors by more than 
30%. They are also working with the Assam 
Government to set up women-run household 
production units across 20+ districts of Assam. 
The company also created community produc-
tion units for plates, which were owned and run 
by young men. Through an economic 
point-of-view, the state of Assam contributes to 
23%of the total plantation area of India to areca 
nut plantations alone. This makes enterprises 
like TPMPL very essential in Assam, so that areca 
nut sheaths are monetized, which otherwise 
would be simply discarded as garbage. TPMPL 
also developed a low cost, biomass-based, 
non-electri�ed dryer that can churn out 500 
areca nut sheaths in 4-5 hours. They also 
designed a simple low cost stock room that 
enables storage of raw materials for +1 years. 
This has inadvertently helped in the increase of 
raw materials for areca nut producers. TPMPL is 
also involved in marketing of handloom and 
handicraft products and in the promotion of 
black pepper cultivation in areca nut planta-
tions. 

Ecological Impact: 
Base material of Tambul Plates is made out of 
biodegradable arecanut extracts and it discour-
ages the use of plastic and styrofoam dinner-
ware. At an average, the amount of CO2 
emissions are reduced by over 500 tonnes in 
the atmosphere. And use of arecanut-based 
plates help reduce plastic waste by atleast10 
tonnes per year. (Sources: Seed Case Studies: 
Insights into Entrepreneurial Solutions for 
Sustainable Development). Use of areca nut 
sheaths also helps reduce deforestation in 
surrounding areas.

Cleaning of Areca Nut Sheaths for 
Dinnerware Production

Making of Tambul Plates in process
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Arimdam explaining about tambul products at a conference

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
United Nations SEED – Low Carbon Award.

Finalist of The Changing Markets Award – 16th International 
Business Forum

Artha Venture Challenge Award.

2013

Finalist of the National Skills Development Corporation – Skills 
Innovation Challenge (NSIC).2014

Discussion over Tambul Plates dealership and distribution outlets 
in Kenya with its market expectancy by early 2016.

Received seed investment from Upaya Social Ventures through 
‘LIFTUP PROJECT’ that provides early-stage entrepreneurs with 
business development support and financial resources.

2015
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Neihunuo receiving the National Award from the National Centre for Textile Design

Neihunuo Sorhie comes from a simple and 
modest family upbringing. Her father Lt. 
Duopie-o Sorhie, died when she was very 
young. She ha¬s two brothers Vozilie and 
Akhrie-o in the family, for whom she would 
weave shawls since her young age. Her mother 
taught her how to weave and by the age of six 
she was able to weave clothes herself. The 
weaving was a part of her childhood and 
culture, and eventually it transcended to being 
her passion in life. Due to her �nancial 
background, Neihunuo could not complete her 
education and neither did she exclusively study 
weaving, but with her hard work and determina-
tion, she managed to do a brilliant job in it. She 
was also supported in every step by her mother.

Neihunuo eventually went on to set up her own 
enterprise where she would employ around 60 
tribal weavers who would develop a range of 
products, ranging anything between shawls 
and purses made to showcase the exquisite 
Naga craftsmanship and culture. She is known 
for giving individual ‘�nishing touches’ to each 
of the products herself. And with the help of her 
profound passion for weaving, her enterprise 
has been showcased in more than 90 di�erent 
exhibitions both in India and abroad. She 
continues to develop her skill and craft in 
weaving and textiles, and for this she was 
presented the Balipara Foundation Naturenom-
ics™ Award in 2014.

NEIHUNUO SORHIE
Recipient of NaturenomicsTM Awards, 2014 - Nagaland 
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Neihunuo receiving the NaturenomicsTM Award in 2014

Social Impact:
Neihunuo has helped in providing livelihood 
opportunities to a small portion of tribal 
women in North-east India, and till date contin-
ues to increase the capacity of people who can 
work in her enterprise. 

Economic Impact:
Neihunuo has helped to increase the reach and 
awareness of Naga Tribal groups and about 

 

their art and culture, with respect to textiles 
and other products. 

Ecological Impact: 
 Neihunuo, through her enterprise is in a moder-
ate way helping tribal women deviate from 
extracting natural resources from the park and 
instead channeling them to depend on sustain-
able livelihood through weaving.

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
National Award from National Centre for Textile Design2007
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Richard with his team at Zynorique Initiatives

Richard Belho, also known as the ‘Bamboo 
Architect’ runs Zynorique Initiatives, an 
architecture �rm and organization based in 
Kohima, Nagaland along with Kezhagwetuo 
Peseyei that constructs eco-friendly 
structures and also provides training of 
employable skills to the youth of Nagaland. 
His architecture �rm started in 2002, and it 
works towards promotion of sustainable 
construction and implementation of innova-
tive and ecological architectural concepts. His 
motivation behind promoting Bamboo 
comes from his late uncle Norman Putsure, 
with whom he used to closely promote 
bamboo uses in Nagaland. He believes that 
Bamboo will be the future of material for 
construction and says that with su�cient 
research and community involvement, it can 
also help in shaping of Rural Economy in 
India. Richard envisions for the future that 
Nagaland should be known for its organic 
food production, world-class bamboo prefab-
ricated structures, skilled bamboo workers 
and also ‘Nagaland’ as a sustainable and 
well-known tourist destination. He is also a 
part of the Youthnet Plus and YI through 
which he hopes to empower local youth of 
Nagaland to bring about positive change the 
state and people of Nagaland & India.Some of 
his past works based on Bamboo include 
construction of Bamboo Pavilion at Naga 
Heritage Village in Kisama, Tra�c Control  

Booth at Naga Heritage Villagein  Kisama, 
Bamboo Cottage at NBRC in Dimapur, North 
East Stall at NE-AGRI EXPO site in Dimapur, 
International Stall at NE-AGRI EXPO site in 
Dimapur, Balcony at Nagaland University in 
Lumami, O�ce Complex, CIH in Medziphema, 
Bamboo Structures, Bamboo Prefabricated 
Structures, Towers, Bridge and Cottage Accom-
modations and also Wild Duck Bamboo Restau-
rant at Eco Village in Tsiepama. Richard complet-
ed his graduation in Architecture from Businaya-
na Mukundadas Sreenivasaiah College of 
Engineering from Bangalore. In 2015, he won 
the Balipara Foundation Naturenomics™ Award 
for his contribution towards an ecologically 
sensitive future for Nagaland. Richard aims to 
supply prefabricated cottages all over India in 
2016.

RICHARD BELHO
Recipient of NaturenomicsTM Awards, 2015 
- Nagaland

Richard promotes the use of Bamboo, an ecological alternative
 in comparison to the concrete and stone-based building material
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The Zynorique Initiatives Workshop

Experiments with Bamboo at Zynorique Initiatives

Social Impact: 
His organization has helped more than 600 
youth from Nagaland with employment within 
the last decade. He has also helped impart 
bene�cial crafts and nature-based skills to local 
youth through his organization, by which he 
aims to inspire them to focus on raising aware-
ness about the art and culturally rich state of 
Nagaland.

Economic Impact:
Richard has been promoting the use of Bamboo 
for use in construction and has also promoted 
its use for making Bamboo toys, bamboo-based 
jewellery items, hot pressed bamboo boards, 
cold press roo�ng systems, bamboo cutters and 
prototypes for Commercial Production in Handi-
craft Sector among other utility items.

Ecological Impact: 
His architectural principles work towards 
making use of bamboo instead of modern 
building materials for use in making homes and 
other structures. Use of bamboo is an ecologi-
cal alternative in comparison to the concrete 
and stone-based building materials which 
promote mining and extraction of natural 
resources. And they are also comparatively 
wee-suited to the landscape of Nagaland that is 
prone to earthquakes and other natural calami-
ties. 
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Richard Belho receiving the NaturenomicsTM Award in 2015

Bamboo Pioneer Award by the World Pioneer Organization 2010

Young Designer Award by Indian Architect and Builder Organization 2012

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
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Assam’s handloom and textile products are 
world-renowned for their patterns, designs 
and authentic hand-made fabrics, especially 
known for supporting the women from the 
state. A majority of rural women from Assam 
depend on it for their livelihood. It was a 
general practice for women in Assam to pass 
on the handloom weaving skills to their 
children with every new generation. Rupjyoti 
Saikia Gogoi was one such woman who was 
taught the art of weaving from her mother in 
Assam. She begun weaving since she was a 
school-going student and continued it even 
after many years of her marriage. In 2004, she 
felt the need to contribute to society and to 
secure the well-being of women in Assam. So 
she started an institute that dedicatedly 
focused on imparting traditional and modern 
handloom skills and techniques for the rural 
women of Assam. Based in Kaziranga National 
Park, her work was also focused on providing 
livelihood to the families of communities that 
stayed close to forest fringes. Her initial 
enterprise was in a small thatched mud house 
which later went on to be established as 
‘Artistic Traditional Textile’ in Bochagaon-As-
sam. She gained su�cient experience with 
providing training for women and also begun 
facilitating them with basic amenities. Her 
training programs for women artisans was no 
longer restricted to basic handloom weaving, 
and it transgressed into design implementa-
tion, surface ornamentation and also induct-
ing women with new and modern techniques 
based on market trends and demands. 
Throughout her journey, her husband and 
family supported her in her ventures towards 

RUPJYOTI SAIKIA GOGOI
Recipient of NaturenomicsTM Awards, 2015 - Assam

new found territories of handling commercial 
production of handloom-based products. 
Hertraining programs also became part of the 
Rural Business hub (RBH), a PPP model which is 
sponsored by Ministry of Panchayat Raj 
(Government of India). Rupjyoti won the Balipa-
ra Foundation Naturenomics™ Award in the 
year 2015 for her e�orts towards improving the 
livelihood of rural women in Assam.
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Social Impact:
Her enterprise has helped in providing 
livelihood to more than 200 women and 
unemployed youth who received skills and 
training from her programs.

Economic Impact:
Her e�orts towards popularizing the 
handloom industry of Assam have bene�tted 
rural women, and it has also generated 
su�cient revenue for the Assamese 
handloom industry. 

Ecological Impact: 
Her e�orts towards providing livelihood to 
the women of Assam living near the fringes of 
Kaziranga National Park has helped the local 
community members to not be directly 
dependent on the forests and its natural 
resources. 

Rupjyoti's Handloom Workshop

Rupjyoti Saikia Gogoi receiving the NaturenomicsTM Award in 2015
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Gautam Uzir is a practicing lawyer at the Guwa-
hati High Court since 1984. He is also a highly 
regarded and eminent lawyer in Assam, 
well-versed in several branches of the discipline 
of law. He is renowned for his accomplishments 
regarding public interest litigations in the �eld 
of environment, forest and wildlife cases. He is 
also a regular guest lecturer at the Assam Forest 
School situated at Jalukbari (Assam) and 
Central Academy for State Forest Service, 
Byrnihat, Assam. He is also a member of State 
board of Wildlife, Assam. He authored the 1st 
edition of the compilation publication, ‘Assam 
Forest Manual’ in 2009.

Social Impact:
Gautam helped in setting up and bringing 
order to the education system for the blind in 
Assam. He also helped secure justice for leprosy 
victims. He was also involved in litigation of 
manholes in public footpaths.

Economic Impact: 
Gautam was involved in the revival of public 
sector undertakings in Assam.
 

GAUTAM UZIR
Recipient of Green Legal Awards, 2013 - Assam 

.

Ecological Impact:  
Gautam, as a public interest lawyer, played a 
major role in checking on encroachment in 
forest areas of Assam. He was also able to 
secure directions from the Guwahati High 
Court against the Ledo Margherita open cast 
mining and set up an a�uent treatment plant 
at Digboi. He is also involved in the �ght against 
rhino poaching in Kaziranga National Park. He 
also brought to notice about how the present 
railway track at Deepor Beel will degrade the 
southern side of Beel and cause great impact to 
the Rani-Garbhanga-Deepor Beel elephant 
corridor.
 

GREEN LEGAL AWARDS
Presented to a lawyer or an organization which has used the courts to win justice 
for wildlife or for communities living in or around ecologically fragile wilderness.
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
Carried out a ‘Rufford Small Grant’ Funded Project with Bibhuti P 
Lahkar (M.Sc.) - Conservation of Hoolock Gibbon 
(Bunipithecushoolock) and Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus) in 
Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam, India through strengthening of 
communication and capacity building of frontline Forest Staff.

Part of the ‘Conservation of Nature: Role of Lawyers’ Seminar at 
Guwahati University.

2012

Gautam Uzir at the Seminar on Conservation of Nature: Role of Lawyers, organized by Aaranyak NGO
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Founder and managing trustee of the Legal 
Initiative for Forest and Environment (LIFE) in 
2005, 42-year old Ritwick Dutta is an Environ-
mental Lawyer who has raised his voice for 
many environmental issues in India. He has 
strongly advocated against illegal and unruly 
industrialization in India, which can potentially 
damage our country’s remaining Protected 
Areas. Ritwick also raised his voice against the 
illegal construction and encroachment of an 
ashram within the Girnar Sanctuary for Asiatic 
Lions in Gujarat. The ashram continued to 
encroach and damage the sanctuary and 
Ritwick continued to petition against it in court. 
And many such environmental cases drag 
along for years without any concrete verdict. 

Ritwick still continues to �ght similar battles in 
his day-to-day life, with newer cases coming his 
way, as he believes that ‘the environment has 
all the right to exist, and since we are not the 
creators, we cannot be the destroyers of nature 
either’. He also strongly feels that the future 
generations should be able to see how beauti-
ful India is, and to make sure of it, he feels, that 
we need to protect it from being damaged.

From a young age, Ritwick was exposed to how 
large-scale dams were capable of damaging 
forests and wildlife. Ever since, he has felt 
towards working for the welfare of the environ-
ment. Ritwick completed his graduation in 
Sociology, LLB in university of Delhi and he also 

RITWICK DUTTA
Recipient of Green Legal Awards, 2015 - North East India 
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Ritwick has introduced “envi-
ronmental democracy” that 
gives citizens the tools to 
assess impacts of developmen-
tal activities and to call against 
destructive practices

Eastern Himalayan NaturenomicsTM Forum | Balipara Foundation 

completed a diploma on Environmental Law 
from WWF-India, back in 1996. Besides which, 
he has also traveled in and around India to 
understand about the country’s grassroots and 
environmental issues. He understood how 
Public Interest Litigations (PILs) can be used in 
courts in the favor of Conservation and so he 
became a Supreme Court advocate in 2001. 
Ritwick is also a member of the Environmental 
Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW) – Global 
Network of Environmental Lawyers. As a legal 
advisor of Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) and 
Himalayan Environmental Studies and Conser-
vation Organization (HESCO), he has assisted 
multiple projects and petitions to bring about 
environment favoring results. He also works on 
the web-based initiative ‘Forest Case Update’, to 
provide information on grass root groups.

One of his �rst cases was against Industrial 
Giants Vedanta, against the mining of bauxite 
in Niyamgiri, where he represented the Dongria 
Kondh Tribals. He was only 28-years old when 
he took up the case, the court’s verdict resulted 
in the Vedanta having to take permissions from 
the tribal communities for mining, which was 
denied, and eventually a major portion of the 
forest was saved from destruction. Unlike 
Vedanta, Ritwick’s judicial journey has seen 
more of lost lawsuits based on his experience. 
But the one element that potentially changed 
things around for Ritwick was the Right to 
Information Act (RTI) introduced in 2005. Some 
of his biggest environmental wins have been 
against the Lafarge’s Project in Himachal 
Pradesh, Jindal’s Steel and Power Project in 
Chattisgarh, Illegal sand mining in Uttar 
Pradesh and the large-scale dams in North-east 
India and Uttarkhand. Ritwick still continues to 
be the voice for multiple cases of environmen-
tal degradation and indigenous communities, 
and for this, he was awarded the Green Legal 
Award by Balipara Foundation in 2015.
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Social Impact:
Ritwick has published quite a few environmen-
tal law-based literature and case studies based 
on Indian judiciary. And he also feels that the 
court plays a crucial role in how environmental 
norms are regulated in India. A majority of the 
people who come to take legal advice from 
Ritwick include common people who have very 
little or nothing to o�er in return. Ritwick contin-
ues to �ght their cases, even if it meant doing it 
in return of fruits, vegetables, souvenirs or 
nothing at all.

Economic Impact: 
Ritwick’s contribution does not have direct 
economic value, but it has helped in the 
conserving and restoration of multiple natural 
habitats that have supported the local and 
indigenous communities to sustain.

Ecological Impact: 
Ritwick has fought multiple environmental 
hazardous projects that were planned in 
Protected Areas and which made use of 
falsi�ed Environmental Impact Assessment 
Reports. He has been working towards strength-
ening the Environmental Impact Assessment 
processes to help the environment and indige-
nous communities from industrial entities. 
Ritwick has introduced “environmental democ-
racy” that gives citizens the tools to assess 
impacts of developmental activities and to call 
against destructive practices. He received an 
early grant of 5,000 pounds that assisted in him 
taking environmental cases in front of the 
Central Empowered Committee, and to support 
research and investigation. After which he 
received the Ru�ord Foundation Innovation 
Award that helped him conceive the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment and Resource 
Centre in India.  He also made use of the remain-
ing grant money to support citizen-organiza-
tions work on environmental issues.

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
2005 Started the Legal Initiative for Forest and Environment (LIFE)

2008  Fellowship at Ashoka India

Rufford’s Innovation Award for setting up a National Level 
“Environment Impact Assessment Resource & Response Centre” 
(ERRC) in New Delhi, India

2007
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DR. ANWARUDDIN CHOUDHURY
Recipient of Eastern Himalayan Conservation Awards, 2013 - North East India 

Dr. Anwaruddin Choudhury is an ornithologist, 
mammologist, artist, civil servant, photogra-
pher and an author of several books on wildlife, 
notably known for writing a book on ‘Mammals 
of India’ in 2016. Dr. Choudhury received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree with Honours in 
Geography from B. Borooah College, Guwahati 
in 1981. He then went on to Guwahati Universi-
ty to obtain his Master of Arts Degree in Geogra-
phy in 1985. He obtained his Ph.D. on primates 
in 1989 and also became the only second 
person to get a Doctorate in Science degree 
from Guwahati University, based on a study on 
mammals in 2008. Professionally, Dr. Choud-
hury has been serving as an Assam Civil Service 
O�cer since 1983, holding various important 
posts such as Executive Magistrate, Research 
O�cer, Sub-divisional O�cer (civil), Project 
Director of Rural Development, Project Coordi-
nator of Shifting Cultivation control, Joint 
Secretary of Environment & Forests, Tourism; 
Director of Tea, Deputy Commissioner & District 
Magistrate.

Dr. Choudhury is also known for his artistic 
talent related to nature and wildlife documenta-
tion in India. His artworks have been published 
in various Indian and International scienti�c 
ournals, magazines and periodicals including 

EASTERN HIMALAYAN CONSERVATION AWARDS
Presented to an individual, community or organization that has created signi�cant impact in 
protecting the biodiversity in the Eastern Himalayas which millions of people depend on for their 
sustenance.
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also made him members of two other high 
o�cial bodies, the State Wetland Steering 
Committee in 2003 and State Pollution Control 
Board in 2008. Prior to that, the Government of 
India made the Rhino Foundation for nature in 
North East India a member of the Indian Board 
for Wildlife in 1999. He was one of early 
members of the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(formerly called the World Wildlife Fund), and 
the Bombay Natural History Society in 
North-East India (since 1981) and has actively 
contributed towards their activities in this 
region including wildlife surveys, awareness 
and identi�cation of Important Bird Areas.Dr. 
Choudhury is a member of more than nine 
IUCN/SSC/BLI Specialist Groups. He is also a 
member of IUCN/SSC Asian Elephant, Asian 
Rhino, Asian Wild Cattle, Bear, Cat and Small 
Carnivore Specialist Groups, and IUCN/SSC/BLI 
Water bird and Galliformes Specialist Groups. In 
addition he is a member of IUCN/SSC Primate 
Specialist Group’s South Asian Network and 
was also with the IUCN/SSC Conservation Breed-
ing Specialist Group.

the Oriental Bird Club Bulletin, published from 
United Kingdom. He has contributed in includ-
ing his illustrations in all the books he has 
authored. Dr. Choudhury has also contributed 
immensely in the �eld of Indian Ornithology. 
Starting o� as a casual birdwatcher, he 
progressed towards the scienti�c approach in 
the early 1980s. His contribution includes 
writing several articles for popular magazines 
as well as also writing a regular weekly column 
on the ‘Birds of Assam’ in ‘The Sentinel’, an 
English daily published in Guwahati. His 
publications in daily newspapers in the 1980s 
His contribution includes writing several 
articles for popular magazines as well as also 
writing a regular weekly column on the ‘Birds of 
Assam’ in ‘The Sentinel’, an English daily 
published in Guwahati. His publications in daily 
newspapers in the 1980s brought him recogni-
tion in the �eld of ornithology in Assam and 
other North-eastern states of India. And his 
scienti�c publications brought him into notice 
among researchers worldwide. His pioneering 
work in conservation also contributed greatly 
to the awareness of wildlife conservation in 
North East India. His stewardship of the Rhino 
Foundation for nature in North East India as 
well as his other activities was recognised and 
he was appointed as a member of the State 
Board for Wildlife, the highest policy making 
o�cial body on wildlife in 2003 by the Govern-
ment of Assam. The Government of Assam has
also made him members of two other high 
o�cial bodies, the State Wetland Steering 
Committee in 2003 and State Pollution Control 
Board in 2008. Prior to that, the Government of 
India made the Rhino Foundation for nature in 
North East India a member of the Indian Board 
for Wildlife in 1999. He was one of early 
members of the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(formerly called the World Wildlife Fund), and  
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Social Impact: 
As a bureaucrat, Dr. Anwaruddin Choudhury 
was in�uential in ensuring a rural district of 
Assam to start e-governance giving transparen-
cy to the rural poor. He also took active part and 
partially succeeded in reducing social murders 
in the name of witch-hunting in remote areas 
such as Baksa district at the edge of Eastern 
Himalaya in Assam. Dr. Choudhury's in�uence 
helped save many protected areas in 
North-East India from environmentally destruc-
tive developmental projects. The diversion of a 
National Highway from Manas National Park 
and Tiger Reserve is a recent example. He 
always spoke against such projects including 
mega dams.Dr. Choudhury visited the remote 
Himalayan region in Arunachal Pradesh and 
Bhutan, and to the mountainous regions of 
Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram in between 
year 1980-90, where he noticed that the 
landscape was occupied by people of the 
Tibetan-Burman and Tibeto-Chinese ethnicity 
hunting wildlife (except Bhutan). Dr. Choud-
hury explored and studied the vanishing 
wildlife of that region and he also helped in 
motivating the local community towards 
conservation.

Economic Impact: 
Dr. Choudhury’s contribution to science and 
conservation has very little or direct impact 
through an economic viewpoint. But notably, 
he has helped in the securing of multiple 
protected areas that provides the community 
with invaluable ecosystem services.

Ecological Impact: 
Dr. Choudhury is the author of more than 500 
scienti�c articles and papers, including 17 
authored books and monographs on Ecology 
and Environment, and also 29 detailed survey 
reports on wildlife. He is also the founder of the 
Rhino Foundation for Nature. He has been 
involved in scienti�c research and conservation 
work in the North-east Indian landscape for 

more than 25 years. He has also carried out 
detailed and systematic bird surveys in various 
regions in North-east India. Dr. Choudhury was 
also responsible in the rediscovery of a rare 
galliform species, Manipur Bush Quail (Perdicu-
la manipurensis), which was last seen 75 years 
ago. He has also documented several 
country-based records of new birds in India and 
Bhutan. He also serves as the coordinator of 
Asian Mid-winter Waterfowl Census for Assam 
as well as the whole of North-east India.
He is also the State Coordinator of the Indian 
Bird Conservation Network. Dr. Choudhury has 
also done pioneering work in identifying the 
status and range distribution of the endan-
gered White-winged Wood Duck (Asarcornis 
scutulata) and Mrs. Hume's Pheasant (Syrmati-
cus humiae) in India. He also led a two-decade 
long research project on primates, starting 
from Dima Hasao District and extending to the 
whole of North-east India in the later years. 
Some of his most signi�cant contributions to 
mammalian research were the discovery and  
and distribution of two species of �ying 
squirrels that was new to science, back in 2007 
and 2009. The �ying squirrels were named by 
him as Petaurista mechukaensis (nigra) and 
Petaurista mishmiensis. Dr. Choudhury also 
discovered a new subspecies of primate 
Macaca thibetana for science in the North-east 
Indian region, which was later described as a 
separate primate species called the Macaca 
munzala, by other scientists. He also revealed 
that the Stump-tailed and Pig-tailed macaques 
are restricted by the Brahmaputra river towards 
west of their range. His authoritative works on 
the wild water bu�alo have been published as 
the �rst monograph on the endangered 
species.

Dr. Choudhury’s work in conservation has result-
ed in the protection of a large number of areas 
in the North-East India, more particularly 
Assam. Due to his work, at least 12 wildlife 
sanctuaries have been established, including 
Bordoibam-Bilmukh, Pani-Dihing, Barail, 
Bherjan-Borajan-Podumoni, Dihing-Patkai, 
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Anwaruddin was responsible in the rediscovery of a rare galliform 
species, Manipur Bush Quail (Perdicula manipurensis), which was last 
seen 75 years ago

Hollongapar Gibbon, Nambor-Doigrung, 
Nambor, East Karbi Anglong, North Karbi 
Anglong, Amchang and Marat Longri; and two 
Elephant Reserves, the Dhansiri-Lungding and 
Dihing-Patkai. He was also instrumental in 
upgrading Dibru-Saikhowa into a national park, 
inclusion of Laokhowa and Burhachapori 
Sanctuaries in Kaziranga Tiger Reserve and 
declaration of the White-winged Wood Duck as 
the State Bird of Assam. Interestingly, he is 
among very few fortunate scientists who could 
implement their own scienti�c/conservation 
recommendations later on as a bureaucrat. 
Many of the above have been o�cially noti�ed 
and gazetted by himself as the Joint Secretary 
to the Government in Environment & Forest 
Department. He was also a key member of the 
Assam Forest Policy Drafting Committee. His 
writings in 1980s also resulted in shelving of a 
railway project through the Southern edge of 
world famous Kaziranga National Park and 
World Heritage Site.
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Gold Medal from Guwahati University

Medal by the North-east Indian Geographical Society

Forktail-Leica Award for Mrs Hume’s Pheasant
study by the Oriental Bird Club

OBC-Wild Wings Conservation Award, United 
Kingdom, for contribution towards conserving the 
biodiversity of Nagaland

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

Dr. Anwaruddin, releasing the book on 'Mammals of India', in collaboration with Balipara Foundation
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KHANCHENDZONGA 
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE (KCC)

 Recipient of Eastern Himalayan Conservation Awards, 2015 - Sikkim

The state of Sikkim, currently considered the 
cleanest state of India in terms of rural sanita-
tion, is a scenic state located between the 
kingdom of Nepal in the west, Bhutan in the 
east, Tibet in the north and Indian state of West 
Bengal in the south.  It is also home to moun-
tain peaks Dzongri (4030m), Goecha-La 
(5002m) and Mt Khangchendzonga, the world's 
third highest mountain at (8586m). The tourism 
in this area picked momentum within the past 
two decades and has created employment and 
revenue opportunities for many local communi-
ty members. But it has also caused damage to 
the landscape due to the rampant tourism 
activities. So the Khanchendzonga Conserva-
tion Committee NGO was formed in 1996 consti

tuting representatives from local community 
and stakeholders from the tourism industry to 
work towards conservation of natural and 
cultural aspects of Sikkim. KCC aims to assess 
and mitigate negative impact of developmen-
tal activities in the state. Its roles include skill 
development programs, micro planning, aware-
ness campaigns, monitoring of natural resourc-
es and also advocacy for required policy chang-
es.The Committee is registered under societies 
act with Sikkim Government in 1997. And they 
won the Eastern-Himalayan Conservation 
Award in 2015 for their contribution towards 
the welfare of nature and wildlife in and around 
Sikikim.
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Social Impact: 
The KCC has promoted the construction of 
toilets in Sikkim. It is also campaigning against 
water contamination from human wastes. The 
Committee has backed environmental 
engineers to construct septic tanks that are 
appropriate for high elevations. 

Economic Impact: 
 The KCC is involved in promotion of communi-
ty-based tourism to provide sustainable 
employment opportunities and revenue to 
local community members. It is also integrating 
with education institutes to collaborate with 
teachers and students to impart conservation 
education across Sikkim. The committee also 
oversees developmental programs in the state 
of Sikkim.

Ecological Impact: 
 The KCC has been helping restoration of forest 
areas in Sikkim with prioritized focus in and 
around Khanchendzonga National Park. The 
committee is promoting sustainable tourism for 
the zero-waste trekking trails and camps by 
providing training programs to nature guides, 
home stay operators, tour operators, porters 
and other sta�. The Committee also runs a 
garbage segregation unit near Dzongri trail in 
Khanchendzonga National Park.
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
2013 Organized Sustainable Conservation Approaches in priority 

Ecosystems in collaboration with US-AID & WWF-India.

KCC is integrating 
with education 
institutes to 
collaborate with 
teachers and 
students to impart 
conservation 
education across 
Sikkim
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GREEN GURU AWARDS
 Presented to a ‘green teacher’ whose purpose in life is to inspire young people to 
respect, learn about and protect nature. The individual should have leadership 
qualities, including missionary zeal, passion and dedication so that others may 
seek to emulate his or her example.
 

UTTAM TERON
Recipient of Green Guru Awards , 2013 - Assam

Born out of a humble household, son of a train 
driver and a homemaker mother, Uttam Teron 
belongs to a hamlet called Pamohi, 12 kilome-
ters away from Guwahati. A member of the 
Karbi tribal community of Assam, Teron was 
fortunate enough to get educated at Cotton 
College and Arya Vidyapeeth College in Guwa-
hati. Post the completion of his education, after 
returning home, Teron noticed that very few 
children from his village went to schools. There 
were multiple social, geographic and economic 
factors that restricted the children from getting 
educated. Remoteness of the village from 
Guwahati was one of the causes, and so was the 
fact that villagers in Pamohi were inherently 
from poorer households who supported 
themselves by doing mining activities and 
agriculture. Most children were seen helping 
their parents on �elds or doing household 
chores. Teron loved teaching, and to keep 
himself occupied, he begun tutoring the 
children of his village. This was also the time 
when he noticed many of the children faced 
di�culty in reading, and a lot of them also 
discontinued studies midway. Teron strongly 
felt that every child should have access to 
proper education and realized that there was 
an urgent need of school in his village. All these 
factors motivated him to start ‘Parijat Academy’ 
– a school that provided free education and 
boarding to underprivileged children.

He established Parijat Academy in 2003 by 
spending his hard earned money of ₹800 as a 
tutor, to convert a cowshed into a classroom 
and four students to begin with. In the initial 
phases, there were times in the academy when 
Teron was unable to pay his teachers with 
salary for long durations. And also securing 

Teron has helped more than 500 
children receive education in the 
tribal villages of Assam
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funds for supporting the students with a 
classroom-environment and basic educational 
supplies used to be di�cult. Teron still contin-
ued to support the academy, even if he had to 
take loans or favors. And Teron was gifted to 
have his parents and a few of his friends and 
well-wishers support him in his cause. Media 
attention brought about a lot of positive 
change to Teron’s initiative. Quite a few social 
welfare organizations and individuals contribut-
ed to the academy either �nancially or by 
providing some form of support. Volunteer 
teachers from India and abroad started 
approaching Teron to help him run the acade-
my. And many organizations sent the academy 
old textbooks and stationery for the students. 
Teron was awarded with the Balipara Founda-
tion Green Guru Award in 2013, for his tremen-
dous initiative towards supporting the under-
privileged children receive education. 

At present his ‘Academy’ as he likes to call it, 
provides schooling for 500+ children, out of 
which an equal or more number of the students 
are girls. He has also managed to set up a hostel 
for the students where he houses a proportion-
al number of his students with food accommo-
dation and other basic amenities

Volunteer Teachers from Abroad at Parijat Academy

Teron's Academy is a setting example of a single 
individual’s initiative and determination. He is also a 
huge role model to the younger generation of India

Social Impact: 
He helped more than 500 children receive 
education in the tribal villages of Assam, includ-
ing Pamohi,Maghuapara, Deosutal, Garchuk, 
Mainakhorong, Dhalbama,Nowagaon,Garoghu-
li,Garbhanga, Ahomgaon,Kotokipara,Chakar-
do,Pahamjila andNatunGarbhanga. Teron has 
also introduced the children to computer skills, 
sewing, art/craft and various other youth 
programs.

Economic Impact: 
By providing free education to the children of 
tribal villagers who mainly depend on mining 
for a living, Teron is providing the future of 
tribal community members with alternative 
livelihood options that will promote them to 
take up well-paid and better jobs.

Ecological Impact: 
Teron is assisting in diverting the younger 
generation away from mining activities and 
sensitizing them towards nature and environ-
ment. He regularly carries out nature treks, 
organic farming programs and self-sustaining 
programs with the children. He also collects 
school supplies by reusing old books, bags and 
stationery.
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Teron teaching at his Academy
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
2009 Social Service Award by Eastern India Women's Association

2010 Was listed as one of the 35 Youth Icons of India by India Today

2011 Real Hero award by CNN-IBN

2013 Social Service Award by Paresh Bhaishya Foundation

2013 Global Visionary Award by The Vision Foundation, Ahmedabad
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NIMESH VED
Recipient of Green Guru Awards, 2015 - Mizoram

Nimesh Ved leads the Samrakshan, a Non-pro�t 
organization that has been working towards 
conservation education and capacity building 
in North-east India for more than a decade. 
Previously, Nimesh was working independently 
in programs involving conservation issues in 
remote location of Central and Northeast India. 
Then after speci�cally focusing on working in 
the State of Mizoram, he designed, implement-
ed and documented a conservation educa-
tion-based program which was communi-
ty-centric and also sensitive to their cultural 
values. After which he prioritized working on 
the �eld of conservation education, which he 
explored by reaching out to di�erent types of 
takeholders. Nimesh joined Samrakshan in 

2002, after giving up on an established corpo-
rate sector job to take on a career in conserva-
tion. He also manages the Asha education 
initiative in the state. His background in the 
management skills helped him in e�ectively 
assisting his team at Samrakshan. Nimesh also 
is a nature and wildlife writer, who has 
published both scienti�c and popular articles in 
magazines and newspapers on various topics 
pertaining to wildlife conservation in general. 
And he has been a part of various conservation 
education based programs that have successful-
ly been executed in Northeast India. For his 
contribution and e�orts, Nimesh was awarded 
with the Green Guru Award by Balipara Founda-
tion in the year 2015.
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

2009 Rufford Small Grant for a project on the 
‘Conservation of Wildlife through Conservation 
Education in South Mizoram, India’

2012 Royal Bank of Scotland ‘Green Warrior’ Award

2014 Oriental Bird Club Conservation Fund for a project 
on ‘Capacity building of local cadre in Dampa 
Tiger Reserve (Mizoram) to conserve birds and 
other bio-diversity values in times of changing 
land use’

Social Impact: 
Nimesh has reached out to multiple stakehold-
ers ranging from local communities of rural 
villages to governing bodies, where he has 
been able to convey the message of impor-
tance of wildlife conservation to the masses. 

Ecological Impact: 
Nimesh has raised awareness regarding conser-
vation issue in Northeast India among various 
stakeholders. He has also documented interest-
ing micro and mega fauna that he has 
published as short notes and reports in reputed 
scienti�c journals and magazines. His writings 
and articles on conservation issues in Mizoram 
have helped in bringing awareness regarding 
the problems faced by wildlife in Northeast 
India.

Nimesh Ved receiving the 
Green Guru Award in 2015
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BIODIVERSITY AND 
NATURE CONSERVATION NETWORK (BIOCONE)

Recipient of Green Guru Awards, 2015 - Mizoram

Since 2010, the year of its inception, Biodiversi-
ty and Nature Conservation Network 
(BIOCONE) NGO, has been growing in the �eld 
of nature conservation in Mizoram. The organi-
zation is working towards raising awareness 
among local communities regarding the impor-
tance of biodiversity and ecological balance in 
India, speci�cally focusing Mizoram. The organi-
zation is also involved in wildlife documenta-
tion and exploration of Northeast India, particu-
larly in Mizoram. The organization also carries 
out rescue and restoration of endemic, endan-
gered or economically important species. The 
organization also creates awareness against 
wildlife trade through public campaigns and 
legal procedures.

Social Impact: 
BIOCONE has carried out outreach programs 
with local community members in the past in 
the villages of Mizoram and also consecutively 
carried out cleanup drives during the nature 
trail as a part of the program. They are also 
involved in carrying out awareness campaigns 
for schools and local communities on di�erent 
aspect of nature and wildlife conservation. The 
organization is also working with rural commu-
nities that live near protected areas to work on 
conservation models that can assist in welfare 
of nature and at the same time also promote 
rural development. The main aim of these 
conservation programs is to reduce depend-
ence of communities on protected areas.
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Economic Impact: 
BIOCONE is focused on promoting ecotourism 
in Northeast India.

Ecological Impact: 
BIOCONE has been able to conserve more than 
1500 hectares of forest land in Mizoram 
through the help of community leaders. They 
also conducted tree plantation program in 
2015, in collaboration with Mizoram University 
on the event of World Environment Day. The 
program was funded by YES Bank. 

BIOCONE receiving the Green Guru Award in 2015
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 MUNJALI TOKBIPI
Recipient of  Young Naturalist Awards, 2013 -  Assam

A member of the Karbi Community, Munjali has 
been working relentlessly to protect wildlife 
and green cover in the Karbi-Anglong 
landscape along with local communities, for 
which she was awarded the Young Naturalist 
Award by Balipara Foundation in the year 2013 
when she was 27 years old. Munjali’s father 
works as a government employee and her 
mother is a housewife, and they both support-
ed her on her choice to take an upbeat career 
path and work towards wildlife conservation. 
Munjali completed her graduation on Geogra-
phy from Diphu Government College and 
completed her post-graduation diploma on 
Natural Resource Management from Nowgong 
Girl’s College under Guwahati University in the 
year 2011. After which she went on to spent 
considerable time with local communities in 
distant villages to document and explore its 
past and present wildlife, and also to motivate 
local resident communities towards a sustaina-
ble lifestyle. Munjali joined northeast 
India-based wildlife NGO – Aaranyak and got 
involved in the �rst ever ecological research 
project in the Karbi-Anglong district, which was 
also a part of the Tiger Research and Conserva-
tion Initiative. She is the �rst woman from the 
Karbi Community to work on Wildlife Research 
and Conservation.
The Karbi Anglong landscape is home to 
several tribal communities who lead a tradition-
al lifestyle that is intricately linked to the forests. 
The region has also a long history of civil unrest 

and armed con�ict which has restricted 
development and modernization among 
communities. The Karbi-Anglong landscape 
stands at about 7000 sq.km which meets 
Kaziranga National Park in the North. The 
landscape has been understudied in the past 
but post the project structured by Aaranayak, 
interesting �ndings and results have been 
revealed. The study was aimed at assessing 
patterns of large mammal distribution in the 
Karbi-Anglong landscape, and also to look into 
the interactions between wildlife and local 
communities. The study also aimed at assessing 
the overall conservation potential of the 
landscape. Munjali was a part of data genera-
tion of spatial database of settlements and 
roads. And she also conducted training 

YOUNG NATURALIST AWARDS
Presented to a young boy/girl (age 15 to 25) whose life has been dedicated to the protection 
of nature. These individuals are agents of change and thought leaders of tomorrow.
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programs for the local youth to carry out 
wildlife surveys in the landscape. A grid-based 
methodology was used by the �eld team to 
survey the local communities to inquire about 
animal signs/surveys and also about their 
occupancy in the landscape. The �eld team also 
carried out structured interviews with the key 
informants of the landscape – hunters, shifting 
agriculturists, etc. Munjali led and helped carry 
out the project in the Karbi-Anglong landscape, 
despite their teamfacing accessibility issues in a 
volatile environment that faced inter-tribal 
con�ict. The project was was funded by a U.S, 
based organization-Panthera. The total cost of 
the project was almost ₹ 5 Lakhs.

Social Impact: 
Munjali is the �rst female wildlife researcher 
from the Karbi-Anglong landscape to take up 
wildlife conservation and management as a 
full-time career. In process, she has become an 
inspiration for the local youth, especially the 
women of tribal communities to follow the 
similar upbeat career paths that Munjali 
started. She also was a part of the training 
programs that helped mobilize more than 50 
youth of Karbi-Anglong landscape in the 
training for wildlife data collection.

Economic Impact: 
Munjali’s work did not result in the direct 
delivery of economic outputs but her involve-
ment in the ecological research work in the 
Karbi-Anglong landscape has helped expose 
the youth of the region to adopt livelihood 
opportunities by supporting wildlife conserva-
tion based initiatives.

Ecological Impact: 
Results of the Karbi-Anglong occupancy study 
of large mammals, which Munjali was a part of, 
carried out more than12000 interviews with 
informants (hunters, shifting agriculturists, etc) 
in 285 grids in the study area. The study 
revealed that 70% of the total area of the 
district was permeable to tiger movement. The 
study also found that 90% of the area had 
elephant, wild pig and barking deer presence. 
The study revealed that tigers, sambar and gaur 
had restricted distribution in the landscape. 
The study also helped reveal that human-wild-
life con�ict was one of the major issues existing 
in the landscape.
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
2013 Participated in the 3-week international ‘Behavioral Change 

Conservation Campaign’ course in Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve 
(TATR), organized by Satpuda Foundation, in collaboration with 
Amravati University, state wildlife department, Nature 
Conservation Society Amravati (NCSA) and Environment 
Education Conservation Global (EECG), USA.

Won the 2nd Best presentation for her research work on ‘Large 
Mammal Occupancy from Interviews’ in the Karbo-Anglong 
Landscape - Student Conference on Conservation Science at the 
University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia.

Munjali was part of the Flood Awareness Campaign along with 
Arif Hussain, under the guidance of Dr. Firoz Ahmad (Supporting 
partners of the campaign -Aaranyak NGO and Numaligarh 
Refinary Limited in association with the Kaziranga National Park 
authority).
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Economic Impact: 
Tongam’s reports and articles on current events 
in Arunachal Pradesh have highlighted econom-
ic viewpoints and conditions prevailing in the 
state of Arunachal Pradesh and also in other 
states of Northeast India.

TONGAM RINA
Recipient of Young Naturalist Awards, 2014 
- Arunachal Pradesh

Tongam Rina is currently the Associate Editor of 
The Arunachal Times and is known for her bold 
articles on current a�airs in Northeast India. 
She was near-fatally shot, in front of her o�ce 
in 2012 for writing on sensitive issues. In the 
past, Tongam and her sta� has received numer-
ous threats for her writing against NSCN(IM), 
corruption and super-hydro dams of Arunachal 
Pradesh. She has also shed light to the imbal-
ance in distribution of food within the state, 
illegal developmental activities, extremism by 
Maoist groups, environmental scandals and 
also regarding the state of women in Northeast 
India. Born in 1979, in a very short duration, 
Tongam has been able to become one of the 
prominent journalists of Arunachal Pradesh. 
She also has experience as a school teacher in 
her early days. She led the Hunger Project’s 
State Unit in Arunachal Pradesh, besides teach-
ing communication at the State University.

Tongam has received several accolades for her 
journalistic contribution so far. Tongam also 
received the Young Naturalist Award by Balipa-
ra Foundation in 2014 for her contribution in 
highlighting important issues on communities 
and environment in Northeast India.

Social Impact: 
Tongam has reported and written on the 
discrimination and imbalance of rights and 
power for the local communities in Arunachal 
Pradesh. She also raised her voice on the atroci-
ties against the women in Arunachal Pradesh.
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Ecological Impact: 
Her reporting on issues like the illegal construc-
tion of hydro dams in Arunachal Pradesh 
helped in informing and bringing the problem 
under public viewing. She has also reported 
and wrote on multiple other environmental 
degradation case studies which have helped 
governing authorities to take stern action 
against o�enders. 

Tongam Rina receiving the CNN-IBN Indian 
of the Year Award in 2014

2012 Laadli Media Award for Gender Sensitivity, Eastern Region, in 
Kolkata.

2013 ‘Freedom and Future of the Media’ Award by Media Foundation, 
Leipzig, Germany.

2014 Honored by `Reporters without Borders` - Reporters Sans 
Frontier-RSF (the international organization that works for 
freedom of the press and information), and is the only Indian 
journalist to find place in the list of `100 information heroes`.

CNN-IBN Indian of the Year Award for her contribution to Public 
Service.

Courageous Journalism - Popular Choice Award in Arunachal 
Pradesh.
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Thingnam Girija belongs to Manipur and she is 
an ardent nature lover and wild �ower enthusi-
ast. Her association with Dr. Tabish Qureshi of 
Jamia Milia Islamia, Delhi led to the creation of 
the website www.�owerso�ndia.net, which is 
one of the few citizen-science based initiatives 
dedicatedly on the �ora of the country. And 
now the website has grown into being one of 
the well known portals, �ower enthusiasts use 
it to explore, learn and document the �owers of 
India. Many of the photographs that are upload-
ed in the website have been provided by her, 
for which she has taken the e�ort to visit 
distant places to document rare and endemic 
�owers. At a very young age, Thingnam’s contri

bution to the �ora of the country has been 
immense. She was awarded the Balipara 
Foundation  Young Naturalist Award in 2015.

Social Impact: 
Thingnam’s contribution has been more 
inclined towards �oral conservation and aware-
ness. But it has also helped encourage younger 
generation from Manipur and outside to take 
interest in Natural History documentation. 

THINGNAM GIRIJA
Recipient of  Young Naturalist Awards,  2015 - Manipur
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
2010 Young Achiever Award by the North-East Centre for 

Environmental Education and Research, Imphal

Economic Impact:  
Although Thingnam’s work did not directly had 
signi�cant economic contribution, but it has 
helped in increasing awareness of economical-
ly important �oral species, as mentioned in the 
website that she is a part of – www.�owerso�nd-
ia.net.

Ecological Impact:   
Thingnam’s documentation of rare and endem-
ic wild�owers in India has helped in increasing 
the awareness of the �oral diversity among the 
masses. 
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 Recipient of Food for the Future Awards, 2013
 - Assam

Lakshmi Agriculture Multipurpose Project 
(LAMP) is a composite farm established way 
back in 1978-79 by late Dr. Hemen Dutta. It is 
situated in the village of Pabhoi in Sonitpur 
district of Assam covering around 12 hectares 
of land. Various farming activities like scienti�c 
�sheries, �sh seed eco-hatchery and indige-
nous breeding of local �sh varieties as well as 
ornamental �shes, takes place at LAMP. Neelam 
Dutta, the proprietor of LAMP, works on the 
motive of increasing productivity, availability 
and a�ordability of agricultural products. 
Neelam begun working on agriculture and 
related projects from the age of 17, and has 
been exploring related �eld like �sh rearing, 
�sh breeding, paddy cultivation, exotic vegeta-
ble cultivation, organic manure and bio-pesti-
cide production. Neelam is also involved with 
the Assam Agricultural University through   
MOU, towards research based propagation of 
e�cient agricultural practices. He is also a 
well-known consultant in India in the Organic 
Agriculture Domain. Over the recent years, 
LAMP has diversi�ed into Dairy, Nursery and 
Bio-Research as well.Neelam has played an 
active role in providing knowledge and training 
consultancy to farmers and institutions. LAMP 
also provides onsite consultancy to farms, 
�sheries and nurseries inproductivity and 
practice issues. Neelam has been awarded in 
both state and national level for his contribu-
tion towards the �eld of organic farming.

Neelam Dutta (right) receiving the prestigious Haladhar 
Organic Farmer Award, 2014 from the Union Agriculture 
Minister

NEELAM DUTTA

FOOD FOR THE FUTURE AWARDS
Presented to a visionary individual, who might be a scientist, NGO, villager or entrepreneur 
who has made a signi�cant contribution to the promotion of organic food, or has demon-
strated alternative farming methods that increase yields using ecological principles that 
have brought about replicable change.
 

 
Social Impact: 
LAMP grows di�erent types of indigenous 
(Indica and Japonica) and high-yielding 
varieties of rice (Joha, Kumol, Bora and Aijong-
saul). 

Economic Impact: 
LAMP’s diary has steadily been growing in its 
capacity and productivity since its inception. 

Ecological Impact: 
LAMP follows and promotes organic cultivation 
of common and exotic varients of crops. LAMP 
also makes use of vermiculture hatcheries 
instead of chemical fertilizers for increasing 
productivity in it’s agricultural, horticultural 
and plantation crops. Highlight of LAMP has 
been �sh production. 
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
Awarded the prestigious Haladhar Organic Farmer Award, 2014 
recently by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 
Government of India in New Delhi.

Part of the organizing team to conduct a training program in 
organic farming for farmers, students, NGOs, government 
organizations and the people of Nagaland.

‘Mahindra Samriddhi  Krishi  Samrat Samman’ - Farmer of the Year 
Award (Male) - Mahindra Samriddhi India Agri Awards (MSIAA) in 
Delhi.
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K. M. BUJARBARUAH 
Recipient of  Food for the Future Awards, 2015 - Assam

Dr. K. M. Bujarbaruah is the Vice Chancellor of 
Assam Agricultural University and he is also a 
well-known Scientist and Academic with experi-
ence as the Principal Scientist and Joint 
Director of Nagaland Centre, Director of 
Research Centre on Mithun (Nagaland), 
O�cer-on-Special Duty for NRC on Swine, 
(Guwahati, Assam), Director of ICAR Research 
Complex for Northeastern Hill Region, 
(Barapani, Meghalaya) and Deputy Director 
General (Animal Sciences), ICAR (New Delhi) in 
the past. He was also the National Facilitator 
(Livestock and Fisheries), Sectoral Director of Jai 
Vigyan Project, Zonal Leader for ITK project of 
World Bank funded National Agricultural 
Technology Project as well as the Coordinator 
for FAO – India (Animal Genetic Resource 
Conservation and utilization).

Dr. K.M. Bujarbaruah is an alumni of ARS 
(Agricultural Research Service - 1977) and he 
has developed various models of integrated 
farming systems during his career. He is also 
involved in the research of domesticated 
animals like the mithun and pig. He also facilitat-
ed the release of Northeast Indian indigenous 
variants of rice, turmeric and tomatoes to the 
local markets. He also has a stronghold in the 
molecular research of �ora and fauna of Eastern 
Himalayas. Dr. Bujarbaruah has worked towards 
empowering and strengthening Northeastern 
India’s food demand with the help of modern 
agricultural technology. He organized the �rst 
ever International Conference on Organic 
Farming - Northeast India in 2004. He also 
established for the �rst time an e-village in 
Meghalaya for Agriculture-related information 
percolation to farmers.
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Dr. Bujarbaruah has written and co-authored 
132 research papers that have been published 
in peer-review national and international 
journals and 22 research/technical bulletins. 
And his work has also been published in various 
books, scienti�c reports, vision documents and 
strategy papers in both national and interna-
tional platforms. Dr. Bujarbaruah is also the 
Deputy Director General (Animal Sciences) of 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research, during 
which he supervised and coordinated major 
programs through Agricultural Universities and 
ICAR Institutes. Dr. Bujarbaruah was also 
assisted in making bi-lateral programs with 
di�erent countries on animal sciences. He has 
nurtured and mentored several academic 
students for their post graduate and doctoral 
studies. For his contribution towards interdisci-
plinary science related to animal husbandry 
and food, he was awarded the Food for Future 
Award by Balipara Foundation in the year 2015.

Social Impact: 
His work on animal sciences and indigenous 
food in Assam has helped reduce food security 
concerns in Northeast India.

Economic Impact: 
Dr. Bujarbaruah’s work has not resulted in direct-
ly bringing out positive economic impact, but it 
has contributed in promoting within-state local 
trade of food, and thus reducing dependence 
of food trade from other states.

Ecological Impact: 
His work has helped in introduction of sustaina-
ble agriculture to more than 300 farming 
communities in Northeast India. 

K. M. Bujarbaruah addressing the audience at the 6th Student Conference, 
organized by MIT School of Government
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
Fakaruddin Ali Ahmed Award

Jewel of Sikkim Award

Distinguished Veterinarian Award

Life Time Achievement Award to a serving employee

Bujarbaruah’s team was the Recipient of,
       -Basant Rao Naik award
       -Best Annual Report Award of ICAR &
       -One more Fakaruddin Ali Ahmed Award

Fellow of National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (FNAAS)

Fellow of National Academy of Veterinary Science (FNAVS)

Chairman of Research Advisory Committees of ICAR

Member of Research Advisory Committees of Deemed to be Universities of 
IVRI and NDRI

Member Board of Management of Agricultural Universities
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KARBI ANGLONG POLICE DEPARTMENT(KAPD)
Recipient of Nature Conservancy Awards, 2013 - Assam

Wildlife poaching incidents were on a high in 
2012. Floodwaters and rampant poaching of 
Indian rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicorns) was 
deeply concerning issues to Assam’s Wildlife. 
This was the time when the Government initiat-
ed an investigation by Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau and also strengthened the Forest Protec-
tion Force with high-caliber arms. During the 
same time KAPD took stern steps to combat 
rhino poaching in Karbi-Anglong District adjoin-
ing the southern part of Kaziranga. 

A long history of one-horned rhino poaching in 
Assam in�uenced KAPD to work dedicatedly 
towards wildlife crime. Hard work and honest 
o�cers with their wide network of informants 
and countless hours of e�ort �nally brought 
KAPD their breakthrough when they arrested 
seven individuals in Roja Pahar Area, Assam 
when they were involved in the poaching of a 
rhino on the 13th of October 2012. Following 
which seven more poachers were arrested by 
KAPD with possession of an AK-47 ri�e and 303 
. 

Presented to a community or organization, government or non-governmental that has 
restored a parcel of non-forest land or deforested land to biodiversity-rich forest for posterity.

NATURE CONSERVANCY AWARDS

The KAPD team after seizing illegal weaponry
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ri�e. A long list of arrests related to rhino poach-
ing occurred after the initial arrests and atleast 
47 suspects were caught in this duration. 
During the same course, multiple active and 
surrendered militants belonging to several 
out�ts were also arrested for involvement in 
rhino poaching or any other related crime.

Social Impact: 
KAPD’s operation to combat wildlife trade and 
crime was at around the time when the state of 
Assam was recuperating from after e�ects from 
�ood and dealing with constant communal 
violence. KAPD was involved in relief work of 
�ood-a�ected population and regions of 
Assam. KAPD was also able to do all this work 
under the threat of militancy in Assam.

Economic Impact: 
KAPD’s work has not directly resulted in 
economic impact, but their crackdown on 
wildlife trade has helped reduce the wildlife 
trade activity in Assam.

Ecological Impact: 
KAPD’s e�orts have directly resulted in securing 
the population of the existing One-horned 
rhinoceros in Kaziranga National Park and 
neighboring areas. KAPD’s contribution in 
controlling the wildlife trade and crime 
managed to damage the network of poachers, 
middlemen and buyers. The overall number of 
poaching cases has also gone down since the 
KAPD’s involvement.
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

2012 WWF India felicitates KAPD for their work  on controlling Wildlife 
Crime.

2013 Wildlife Crime exclusive Police Stations set up in Kaziranga 
National Park, Manas National Park and Pobitora Wildlife 
Sanctuary.

2015 Prabhakar Barua Rhino Conservation Trust awarded Assam Police 
Inspector Naba Kumar Borah, Officer-in-charge of Diphu Police 
Station in KarbiAnglong.

2015 KAPD arrested a poacher involved in a Tokay Gecko smuggling 
case.

Guwahati High Court orders Assam Government to empower 
KAPD to file charge sheets against wildlife-crime related cases.

KAPD with the Assam Police Department and Special Task Force 
nabbed four most wanted rhino poachers along with firearms.
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 PANCHAN LAKHAR COMMUNITY CONSERVED AREA 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (PLACCAMC)

 Recipient of Nature Conservancy Awards, 2015 - Arunachal Pradesh

Local communities that inhabit villages around 
Protected Areas are one of the foremost 
stakeholders for conserving, due to their 
dependence on it. Their involvement in its 
conservation can help both nature and commu-
nity to grow as one. The villagers of Kharman 
and Kyalegteng in Arunachal Pradesh were 
inspired by the idea of Community Conserved 
Area and approached Tata Trusts and WWF – 
India for technical and �nancial support to 
demarcate 85 km² of unclassed State Forest 
land as the Pangchen Lakhar Community 
Conserved Area (PLACCA). The Committee for 
PLACCA was formed by members of the 

Panchayat, village elders, and youth who work 
for the conservation and management of the 
forests. And their agenda was to secure the 
neighboring forests and its wilderness. In 2015, 
the PLACCAMC were in talks with General 
Reserve Engineering Force (GREF) to discour-
age the construction of a new road through the 
Community Conserved Area to save the Red 
Panda Habitat from being ruined. The Commit-
tee has been awarded the Balipara Foundation 
Nature Conservancy Award in 2015 to 
commemorate their sustained and continued 
e�orts towards wildlife conservation.

PLACCAMC , formed by members of the Panchayat, village elders, 
and youth - work for the conservation and management of the 
forests



Eastern Himalayan NaturenomicsTM Forum | Balipara Foundation 58

Social Impact: 
The Committee has been proactive in promot-
ing and encouraging local villagers to take up 
agriculture for their livelihood. They are also 
interacting with villagers and fostering them to 
practice traditional mitigation techniques to 
mitigate human-wildlife con�ict. Bene�ciaries 
of PLACCAMC are about 14 villages and more 
than 400 households. 

Economic Impact: 
The Committee is promoting Communi-
ty-based Tourism in collaboration with other 
village institutions. They are also making 
traditional Tibetan Incense Sticks in a way 
forward to promote sustainable living from 
forest resources. 

Ecological Impact: 
The Pangchen Lakhar Community Conserved 
Area has been successful in safeguarding the 
homes of the endangered Red Panda, Musk 
Deer, Serow, Goral, Himalayan Black Bears, 
Siberian Weasels, Leopards and Wild Dogs.

Various Environmental Initiatives by the PLACCAMC team
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FOOD FOR THE FUTURE AWARD

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
The Committee received a three-year long grant ($ 40,000) from 
the Department of Science & Technology, Government of India.

Various Environmental Initiatives by the PLACCAMC team
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SAIPARI SAILO
Recipient of Nature Activist Awards, 2014 - Meghalaya

Saipari is a Post-Doctoral Fellow at North 
Eastern Hill University (NEHU) who has been 
immensely involved in the �eld of wildlife 
science and conservation since 2004. Her �eld 
of interest is speci�cally in herpetology, and she 
has also been a part of the team that discov-
ered a new species of frog Leptotalaxtamdil in 
Tamdil Lake, Mizoram. Her discovery was 
documented and published in the international
scienti�c journal Zootaxa. Under the DST 
research grant for Women Scientists, Saipari has  
also worked on the e�ect of pesticides on the 
development of Fejervarya limnocharis in 
Eastern Khasi Hills, Meghalaya. Saipari went 
further to earn a PhD for her research on 
theecology and biology of Annandale’s frog 
Clinotarsus alticola.  

For her contribution to science and conserva-
tion of amphibians in Northeast India, Saipari 
was awarded the Nature Activist Award by 
Balipara Foundation in 2014. 

Ecological Impact: 
Saipari has extensively worked on studying the 
distribution and ecology of amphibian commu-
nities in India. She has also worked on impact of 
human-related changes on amphibians and 
other herbs as well. She has also carried out 
biodiversity assessment of amphibians in 
di�erent regions in Northeast India.

NATURE ACTIVIST AWARDS
Presented to an individual who has demanded change & tirelessly campaigned to bring 
forth the issue and raise questions that are deemed critical to biodiversity conservation 
in the Eastern Himalayas.
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

2008 Recipient of the Best Participant Award during the 1st SERC School 
in Herpetology, Department of Zoology, North Orissa University, 
Baripada.

Recipient of the 2nd best oral presentation Award for the paper – 
‘Amphibian Diversity in Mizoram’ at the National Symposium on 
Advances in Zoology: Faunal Diversity and Ecophysiology, 
Department of Zoology, NEHU, Shillong.

Saipari Sailo receiving the Nature Activist Award from Dr. Raman Sukumar in 2014
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BANO HARALU
Recipient of  Young Entrepreneur Awards, 2014 
- Nagaland

Social Impact: 
She has supported local communities in 
getting livelihood opportunities in Nagaland 
by promoting bird guide training programs 
through NWBCT.

Economic Impact: 
Bano’s contribution to wildlife conservation 
and local communities has not had signi�cant 
impact in an economic stance, but it has 
otherwise has brought about positive changes 
to the lives of the people in Nagaland.

Ecological Impact: 
Bano initiated and spearheaded the Avian and 
Wildlife survey for the government, which was 
later published as the ‘Birds of Nagaland’. She 
also formed the Nagaland Wildlife Biodiversity 
Conservation Trust (NWBCT) in 2013 and serves 
as its managing trustee. Her organization, 
NWBCT has also helped carry out conservation 
education programmes in Nagaland. 

Bano Haralu is a retired and revolutionary 
television journalist with an experience of more 
than two decades in Doordarshan and NDTV. 
She then begin her pursuit to promote wildlife 
conservation in and around India. 

She has been involved in working towards 
conservation in Nagaland since 2010. And she 
has been instrumental in raising awareness for 
the Amur Falcons that were being hunted at an 
alarming rate by the local community in the 
state of Nagaland. The falcon would gather in 
staggering numbers during its migratory route 
stopover in the northeastern state, while �ying 
towards Africa from Eastern Asia. And she was 
one of the �rst few people to document the 
mass-hunting issue of Amur Falcons besides 
Ramki Sreenivasan(Conservation India) and 
Shashank Dalvi (Centre for Wildlife Studies).

The organization, Nagaland Wildlife and 
Biodiversity Conservation Trust (NWBCT), 
which she started and is also the managing 
trustee, has been involved in Amur Falcon 
Conservation, Conservation Education, Bird 
guide Training and also in carrying out Biodiver-
sity Surveys in Nagaland. For her contribution 
to the �eld of wildlife conservation, Bano was 
awarded the Young Entrepreneur Award by 
Balipara Foundation in 2014.

Presented to an individual who seeks to develop leadership potential through community 
based sustainability projects that are aimed towards work  in the areas of environment, 
education and natural resource management.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR AWARDS
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

2001 Chameli Devi Jain Award

2014 Felicitated by the Pranabananda 
Women’s College (PWC), Dimapur in 
recognition of her outstanding 
contribution to the field of journalism 
and environmental conservation

2016 Stree Udyamita Samman  (Women 
Achievers Award) for her contribution 
towards Journalism

Bano Haralu addressing the students at the  
Pranabananda Women's College
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TANA TAPI, TAKUM NABUM AND THE
 GHORA AABHE SOCIETY

Recipient of Habitat Conservation Awards, 2014 - Arunachal Pradesh

gangs. Tana then got involved with Takum 
Nabum and the Ghore Aabhe Society seeking 
an opportunity to promote community conser-
vation in Pakke. He also tried to remove the 
stigma of di�erence between locals and forest 
department personnel by providing livelihood 
opportunities to the rural youth to be ‘forest 
watchers’ of Pakke. He was also able to convince 
certain tribal villages to donate a piece of land 
for the forest department to set up anti-poach-
ing camps.

Takum Nabum heads the Ghore Aabhe Society 
and works towards promoting conservation in 
and around Pakke Tiger Reserve. He was also 

The Ghora Aabhe Society consists of reformed 
hunters and conservationists living in and 
around Pakke Tiger Reserve, who have become 
the guardians of wildlife in this landscape. 
Situated in the state of Arunachal Pradesh, 
members of the society are known for carrying 
out ground-level conservation work with 
communities and governing agencies towards 
the awareness and conservation of biodiversity. 
Two of the key people from the society are Tana 
Tapi and Takum Nabum. 

Tana Tapi is the Divisional Forest O�cer (DFO) 
of Pakke Tiger Reserve. With his leadership, 
Tana and his team works on setting up 
anti-poaching infrastructure and carrying out 
operations. Starting o� with seldom 25 forest 
department personnel in 2005, Pakke National 
Park was completely understa�ed. This was also 
the time when Tana joined the forest depart-
ment as DFO. With assistance from the forest 
department authorities, the strength of forest 
personnel grew to 140 individuals and as many 
as 24 anti-poaching strike squads were recruit-
ed by 2007. The department was also upgraded 
with facilities during Tana’s tenure. The positive 
impact of Tana’s work was re�ected with higher 
documented densities of tigers in Pakke Nation-
al Park. And as the DFO of Pakke, Tana carried 
out multiple armed operations against poacher 

Presented to an individual or organization that has spearheaded e�orts to 
conserve critical ecosystems.

HABITAT CONSERVATION AWARDS 
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one of the key individuals who pushed forward 
the Hornbill Nest Adoption Program in 2011. 
Takum, along with the Nishi tribal community 
oversees the hornbill nest monitoring program 
in and around Pakke Tiger Reserve. The collabo-
rative team constituted women self-help 
groups and they also played a role of being the 
informants for the Pakke Forest Department. 
For their diversi�ed work, as a team, to help and 
conserve wildlife in Northeast India, they were 
awarded the Ecological Restoration Award by 
Balipara Foundation in 2014.

Social Impact: 
The Ghore Aabhe Society helped in the forma-
tion and capacity building of the women 
self-help group in Pakke. The society also 
provided mosquito nets to the Adivasi tribe of 
remote villages. The society also facilitated 
villagers who have faced crop damage by wild 
animals, with relief camps and compensation 
for losses. They also regularly organize medical 
and veterinary camps for neighboring villages. 
The society was also involved in helping the 
people a�ected by �ash �oods and providing 
them with relief resources. The society also 
carried out training and awareness 
programmes on ethnic medicinal plants. The 
society organized the Pakke Nameri Peace 
Carnival to create awareness in Wildlife Conser-
vation. And it is also involved in capacity 
building of schools, by providing them with 
blackboards and other study materials in the 
Seijosa Area. Lately, the society has been giving 
handloom and handicraft-based community 
livelihood training for the locals.

Economic Impact: 
The Gohre Aabhe Society helped develop the 
Eco-Camp at Seijosa, Arunachal Pradesh, which 
helped provide income and employment 
opportunities for the local people through the 
tourism sector. The Eco-Camp was also 
involved in capacity building of local people to 
train them in catering, house-keeping and also 
in nature tour guiding for Pakke Jungle Camp. 
The society was also involved in the signing of a 
MoU with the Pakke Tour and Travel Depart-
ment, Pakke Wildlife Department and Pakke 
Wildlife Sanctuary and Help Tourism Pvt. Ltd for 
the sustainable development of tourism sector 
in Seijosa area. The MoU was also aimed to help 
generate income and employment opportuni-
ties for the local people and for the conserva-
tion of the landscape. 
 

Ecological Impact: 
The Ghore Aabhe Society carried out wildlife 
protection and global warming campaign in 
multiple villages around Pakke and other 
villages in and around Arunachal Pradesh. The 
society was also involved in eviction drive of 
encroachers from Eagle Nest Wildlife Sanctuary.  
They also help in the seizure of illegal weapons 
from poachers from the forests. The society was 
integral in successfully setting up of the 
Hornbill Nest Adoption Programme in collabo-
ration with Nature Conservation Foundation 
(Mysore) and Pakke Wildlife Sanctuary (DFO). 
The society also played a huge role in the 
recruitment of local people for the Hornbill 
Nest Adoption Programme. 

The Ghora Aabhe Society is known for carrying out ground-level 
conservation work with communities and governing agencies 
towards the awareness and conservation of biodiversity. 
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
Wildlife Service award by the Royal Bank of Scotland and 
Sanctuary Asia

Tana Tapi – Recipient of the Carl Zeiss Wild Life Conservation 
Award

All East Kameng Socio-cultural Organization award for 
community-based conservation

Takum Nabam, one of the recipients of 
the Habitat Conservation Award in 2014
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BINOD BORA
Recipient of Conservation Through 
Innovation Awards, 2014 - Assam

Social Impact: 
Bora takes initiative and interest in interactions 
between schools, teachers and students to talk 
about conservation issues, importance of 
biodiversity and on how to contribute towards 
wildlife. He also undertook a project entitled 
‘Sensitization of Fringe Forest Communities 
along the Nagaon- Karbi Anglong Border’. He 
organizes camps for local community members 
to interact and discuss on elephants and 
wildlife so that they understand the biological 
importance of the landscape. He has organized 
wildlife awareness oriented photo exhibitions 
for educational institutions. And he has helped 
facilitate blankets and other resources to local 
communities that stay in forest fringes of Karbi 
Anglong.

Binod ‘Dulu’ Bora is a key member of 
the Green Guards Nataure Organiza-
tion in Assam and he has dedicated his 
life towards wildlife conservation and 
rescue of wild animals from illegal 
trade. Bora specializes on human-wild-
life con�ict matters in Assam, especially 
the ones involving Asian elephant 
con�ict mitigation and managing of 
straying leopards. His organization 
works on mitigation plans to deal with 
human and elephant deaths caused 
during interactions in the Nagaon-Kar-
bi Anglong landscape.
 
Bora aims to create sensitization among local 
communities towards wildlife and has worked 
for more than 15 years in this �eld. In 2014, he 
was awarded the Conservation through Innova-
tion Award by Balipara Foundation for his 
dedicated contribution. 

CONSERVATION THROUGH INNOVATION AWARDS 
Presented to an individual who exempli�es the spirit of “innovation as a fuel for change”.

Binod during his Wildlife Rescue operations
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Ecological Impact: 
Bora assists his team in carrying out alternative 
livelihood programs and rehabilitating 
ex-poachers, snake charmers and other local 
community members who used to rely on 
exploiting nature for a living. He is also a part of 
several wildlife awareness programs in and 
around the Karbi-Anglong Landscape. He leads 
the survey team that identi�es and documents 
the biodiversity-rich areas in Assam and North-
east India. Bora also participated in the ‘Street 
play for Conservation of Greater Adjutants in 
2013’, organized by Aaranyak NGO. He was also 
a part of the team that carried out plantation of 
‘Bhimkol’ banana (local variant of Banana) and 

jackfruit for elephants in the forests and 
foothills of Karbi in barren areas or places a�ect-
ed by jhum cultivation. The collection of 
jackfruit seeds and banana stumps were done 
with the involvement and contribution of local 
community members of the landscape. Bora 
headed an initiative to put up informative 
signboards of important fauna to raise aware-
ness in the Karbi-Anglong landscape which was 
supported by the TINA grant. Bora has also 
been involved in heading multiple rescue 
operations of wild animals that have been 
stranded in human settlements. 

Binod during his Wildlife Rescue operations
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FOOD FOR THE FUTURE AWARD

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
2010 Sanctuary Wildlife Service Award

Tina Abraham-Sanctuary Initiative for Nature Action (TINA) Grant

Binod Bora receiving Conservation Through Innovation Award from wildlife 
�lm maker Mike Pandey in 2014
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APARAJITA DATTA
Recipient of  Wildlife Conservation Awards, 2014 - Arunachal Pradesh

Back in 1995, Aparajita arrived at Pakke Tiger 
Reserve, to study the impact of logging on 
arboreal creatures like squirrels and primates. 
Before arriving at the Tiger Reserve, Aparajita 
was working on wildlife projects that involved 
tracking Indian Wolves in Gujarat and research-
ing on Indian Giant Squirrel in Madhya Pradesh. 
Aparajita also radio-tagged and tracked rainfor-
est hornbills in Thailand in 1999, during which 
she learnt about canopy climbing skills.

Today, a Wildlife Biologist, Senior Scientist and 
Board Member with Nature Conservation 
Foundation and member of the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority, Aparajita has a long list 
of accomplishments on her back, involving 
community development and safeguarding 

wildlife, especially hornbill conservation with 
an experience spanning for more than 20 years. 
Aparajita has worked on various ecological 
aspects, especially plant-animal interactions in 
rainforests, understanding anthropogenic 
e�ects on wildlife and engaging with tribal 
communities for conservation. Aparajita 
completed her doctoral work on the impor-
tance in the role of hornbills as seed dispersers 
in Arunachal Pradesh. A few of the notable 
projects that Aparajita has initiated or been a 
part of are the Hornbill Nest Adoption Program, 
Hornbill Seed Dispersal and Conservation 
Program, Hornbill Survey across North-east 
India and the Rural Energy and Conservation 
Program.

The driving force behind 
Aparajita’s e�orts towards 
wildlife conservation and 
community development 
are the Lisu people itself, 
who have inhabited and 
lived in the lands long 
before any ‘National Park’ 
or ‘Tiger Reserve’ was 
created.

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AWARDS
Presented to an individual, community or organization that has signi�cantly and 
successfully worked to protect the wildlife or wilderness by striving and going 
‘above and beyond’.
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Aparajita was also the recipient of the Green 
Oscar Award – Whitley Fund for Nature in 2013, 
for which she received prize money of 30 lakh 
rupees, and she is utilizing the funds to identify 
and protect hornbill nests across India.

According the Aparjita, the driving force 
behind her e�orts towards wildlife conserva-
tion and community development are the Lisu 
people itself, who have inhabited and lived in 
the lands long before any ‘National Park’ or 
‘Tiger Reserve’ was created.

Social Impact: 
Aparajita has relentlessly worked along with 
the Lisu tribe in facing social and conserva-
tion-related challenges in and around 
Namdapha National Park, Arunachal Pradesh. 
She has been involved in setting up schools for 
the tribal children, building river embankments 
to stop erosion of agricultural land, and also 
provided solar lamps to local community 
members so that they are less dependent on 
batteries and kerosene. Aparajita and her team 
have also helped provide tribal community 
members with fuel-e�cient stoves and water 
heating devices. Aparajita has facilitated the 
tribal community with free healthcare and 
trained a few tribal community members to 
carry out primary medical  procedures, to 
combat the problem of diseases like malaria 
that are widespread among Lisu people and 
other tribe members in North-east India. Apara-
jita has also helped in securing funding for 
teachers and for providing school supplies to 
the schools for tribal children that she helped 
set up. She has also co-authored more than two 
books for children on hornbills and rainforests. 
And has also helped create educational materi-
al to promote Indian Wildlife among young 
readers.

Economic Impact: 
Aparajita is involved in the marketing of local 
handicrafts made by tribal community 
members. And along with the Lisu tribe 

members, she is also undertook nature tourism 
initiatives for creating livelihood opportunities 
towards the local community. 

Ecological Impact: 
Aparajita has worked towards the conservation 
of hornbills in North-east India. She has created 
community and social science-based conserva-
tion models to improve the population of 
hornbills in North-east India. Aparajita has 
worked extensively with the Nyishiand Lisu 
tribes of Arunachal Pradesh and the State 
Forest Department to initiate the communi-
ty-based programme of adopting and conserv-
ing hornbills of North-east India, particularly in 
Namdapha and Pakke Tiger Reserve. Her 
hornbill nest adoption program and other 
wildlife-based projects are being �nancially 
supported by National Geographic Society, the 
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund, Ford 
Foundation and from urban citizens who act as 
foster parents by adopting hornbill nests. Apara-
jita was part of the team that discovered the 
Leaf Deer (Muntiacus putaoensis) in Arunachal 
Pradesh back in 2002. She was also part of the 
team that discovered the Arunachal Macaque 
(Macaca munzala), a new primate species that 
was discovered from western Arunachal 
Pradesh in 2005. Aparajita also studied foraging 
patterns of sympatric hornbills in non-breeding 
season in Arunachal Pradesh.
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
2004 Carl Zeiss Wildlife Conservation Award (New Delhi)

Sanctuary-ABN Amro Wildlife Service Award (Mumbai)

2009

2010 Emerging Explorer Award, National Geographic Society (USA)

2013  Whitley Fund for Nature Award (United Kingdom)

Humanity Award, Wings World Quest - Women of Discovery (New York)

Aparajita receiving the Whitley Fund for Nature Award towards Hornbill Conservation at United Kingdom
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JADHAV PAYENG
Recipient of Ecological Restoration Awards, 2013 - Assam

Jadhav ‘Mulai’ Payeng belongs to the ‘Mishing’ 
tribe (one of the largest ethnic groups of 
Assam). He used to live in the forest ‘Mulai 
Kathoni’ at Aruna Chapori, with his wife and 
three children where his only source of income 
was selling milk. (He recently moved to his 
ancestral village in Jorhat District for the sake of 
his children’s education). ‘Mulai Kathoni’ - the 
name of the forest was given by the Govern-
ment of Assam, and it is called rightly as he was 
the one who helped in creating it.

The journey to ‘Mulai Kathoni’ (Kathoni 
translates to forest in Assamese) begun when 
Jadhav, in 1979, then a 19-year old ordinary 
individual observed that due to lack of trees, 
plenty of heat-struck snakes died in the banks 
of Brahmaputra River, after a �ood had hit 
Assam. When he asked the elders of his village 
what could be done to save them, they said 
that there is nothing he could do alone as the 
animals had lost their habitat and the only way 
to help would be by bringing the forests back.  
Payeng then approached the Forest Depar

ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION AWARDS
Presented to an individual or organization working in climate change mitigation, 
aforestation and adaptation.
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ment if trees could be grown in the banks. The 
Forest Department replied by saying that 
nothing would grow in the banks besides 
bamboo, and they also added that it was a 
di�cult task to carry out. Payeng took up on 
himself to painstakingly carry out bamboo 
plantations in one of the riverine islands of 
Brahmaputra. In the year 1980, he joined as a 
labourer in ‘Project Aruna Chapori’ which was 
initiated by the social forestry division of the 
district of Golaghat situated nearly �ve kilome-
ters away from Kokilamukh in Jorhat District, 
Assam. After the completion of the 5-year 
project, Payeng remained in the forest and 
continued to plant saplings to the site. He also 
managed to look after the site which was slowly 
being converted into a healthy forest itself. 
Today, the same forest - ‘Mulai Kathoni’ is more 
than 5.5 sq.km and is larger than Central Park, 
New York. In 2012, Payeng was honored by the 
then Vice-Chancellor Sudhir Kumar Sopory, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, as - ‘The Forest 
Man of India’. He was later awarded the ‘Ecologi-
cal Restoration Award’ by Balipara Foundation 
in 2013.

Social Impact: 
Jadav has become an inspiration for the current 
generation on how a single individual’s contri-
bution can be in�uential enough to bring 
about positive change in the environment.

Economic Impact: 
Jadav’s contribution did not have a direct 
economic impact, but his role in creation of the 
‘man-made forest’ has helped in the develop-
ment of ecosystem services, value of which is 
unmeasurable quantitatively to mankind. 

Ecological Impact: 
The Forest Jadav helped grow; ‘Mulai Kathoni’ 
provides shelter to atleast three rhinoceros and 
multiple other ungulates. It is also home to 
more than four Bengal Tigers (Panthera tigris). A 
herd of 150 elephants are known to regularly 
visit the Mulai forest each year. The avian diversi-
ty of Mulai forest is quite diverse with a good 
population of vultures. The forest is also home 
to thousands of trees among which are arjun, 
valcol, gulmohur,ejar, himolu, mojkoroi, and 
hilikha are noteworthy.

Illustration of Jadav Payeng, from the biographi-
cal children's book 'Jadav Payeng and the 
Tree-Place' by Vinayak Varma

In 2012, Payeng was honored by the then Vice-Chancellor Sudhir Kumar 
Sopory, Jawaharlal Nehru University, as - ‘The Forest Man of India’
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
2013 Payeng was honored at the Indian Institute of Forest Management 

during their annual event ‘Coalescence’

2014 Movie on Jadav Payeng entitled, ‘Forest Man’, directed by William Douglas 
McMaster won the best documentary at the American Pavilion at the Cannes 
Film Festival.

2015 Bridgewater Township Shade Tree Board (Team Arbor) and the Assam 
Foundation of North America (AFNA) felicitated Payeng with a Tree 
Plantation Ceremony in Martinsville, Virginia, United States of America.

Payeng was nominated for CNN Hero by members of FASS Executive 
Committee to promote about his work.

Payeng was honored with the Padma Shri Award, the fourth highest civilian 
award in India.

Payeng was the subject of a children’s book, ‘Jadhav and the Tree Palace’, 
written and illustrated by Vinayak Sharma and published by the open-source 
children’s publishing platform ‘StoryWeaver’ and production was funded by 
a grant from Oracle Giving Initiative.

Payeng receiving the Padma Shri Award from the 
President of India - Pranab Mukherjee in 2015
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Recipient of Ecological Restoration Awards, 2014 - Assam
DR. KASHMIRA KAKATI

Born and brought up in Assam, Dr. Kashmira 
Kakati is a Wildlife Biologist working towards 
safeguarding a patch of 500 km² of rainforest in 
Jeypore-Dehing lowlands which includes 
Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam. She 
completed her post-graduation from Wildlife 
Institute of India, Dehra Dun and her doctoral 
studies from Cambridge University on ‘The 
Impact of Forest Fragmentation on Hoolock 
Gibbons in Assam’. Kashmira then took a break 
between 2002 and 2007 to raise her family with 
fellow Elephant Biologist Husband, Dr. Christy 
Williams.  After coming back to �eld, Dr. Kakati 
started working on a carnivore project in the 
forests of Jeypore-Dehing where she discov-
ered that the forest patch of Jeypore-Dehing 
was home to seven species of wildcats and 
multiple other species of carnivores as well. 
Some of the rare fauna that was captured 

during the study included the Clouded Leopard 
(Neofelis nebulosa), Marbled Cat (Pardofelis-
marmorata), and Golden Cat (Catopuma 
temminckii). Her project which was initially only 
phased for a couple of months, after the discov-
ery of the extensive faunal diversity was extend-
ed for two years to study it extensively. And her 
project was supported by Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund (CEPF), Wildlife Conservation 
Society – India, Ru�ord Small Grants Founda-
tion, Forest Department and the government 
of Assam. Collectively her study documented 
45 di�erent mammalian species in the forests 
of Jeypore-Dehing, which brought about the 
required public and media support to protect 
the landscape from future threats. 
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AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
1999 Ravi Sankaran Inlaks Fellow

2007 Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund Grant

2008 Rufford Small Grant Program, United Kingdom

Social Impact: 
Dr. Kakati’s e�orts towards the conservation of 
the forests of Jeypore-Dehing have directly 
helped in supporting the local community who 
has lived in this landscape since a long time. 
Before she carried out the carnivore project, the 
overall status of Jeypore-Dehing was degrad-
ing with heavy logging, mining and clearing of 
forests taking place and harming the local 
community. Due to heavy extraction of resourc-
es from the forests, �oodwaters would erode 
and wash o� parts of the forest.

Economic Impact: 
Dr. Kakati’s contribution to ecological restora-
tion of the forests of Jeypore-Dehing did not 
directly a�ect the economic value of the 
community or the region, but it did increase the 
invaluable ecosystem services attached to 
restoration of forests such as soil formation, 
water puri�cation, �ood regulation, carbon 
sequestration, climate regulation, puri�cation 
of water and air, and also control of pests and 
diseases.

Ecological Impact: 
Camera Trapping work carried out by Dr. 
Kashmira Kakati resulted in the discovery of 
seven wild cats and multiple other rare fauna at 
the forests of Jeypore-Dehing: Clouded 
Leopard (Neofelis nebulosa), Marbled Cat 
(Pardofelis marmorata), Golden Cat (Catopuma 
temminckii), Bengal Tiger (Panthera tigris), 
Indian leopard (Panthera pardus), Leopard Cat 
(Prionailurus bengalensis), Jungle Cat (Felis 
chaus), Dhole (Cuon alpinus), Malayan Sun Bear 
(Helarctos malayanus), Binturong (Arctictis 
binturong) and also various other species of 
mongooses, otters and civets. Her work also 
resulted in the �rst camera-trap record of 
Small-toothed Palm Civet (Arctogalida trivirga-
ta) from India. 
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PURNA CHANDRA RABHA
Recipient of Mark Shand Mahout Awards, 2014 - Assam

Recipient of Mark Shand Mahout Awards, 2014 - Assam

Purna Chandra began as a Mahout back in 
1945. Back then, a young Purna started o� by 
being an assistant to the trainer mahout. He 
then learnt the art of handling and interacting 
with elephants. Since then, Purna Chandra has 
dedicatedly served the Assam Forest Depart-
ment as a dedicated and passionate mahout 
and immersed his life towards the conservation 
of Asian Elephants

BHUMIDHAR DEKA
Bhumidhar is a skilled forest worker who has 
been serving as a mahout in Pabitora Wildlife 
Sanctuary since 2011. Deka is an expert in 
Rhino behavior, and he begun working in 
Pabitora in 1993. During which he recovered 
three rhino horns from the sanctuary premises 
and handed them over to the forest depart-
ment. Since 1993, Deka has been responsible in 
the bringing back multiple straying rhinos that 
may have wandered outside protected areas. 
He also has a strong rapport with the local 
community members near Pabitora. His work 
has greatly contributed in the conservation of 
the Indian Rhinoceros.

MARK SHAND MAHOUT AWARDS
Presented to Mahouts of Forest Departments for their exemplary service towards 
Asian Elephant Conservation in Eastern Himalayas, as a tribute to Conservationist 
Mark Roland Shand. 

Protectors of Asian Elephants
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Recipient of Mark Shand Mahout Awards, 2014 - Assam

MONGAL GHATOWAL
Starting o� as a grass cutter in Assam Forest 
department, Mongal Ghatowal, now a reputed 
and retired ‘Mahout’ is a highly respected 
individual and is known for his love for 
elephants. The forest department were able to 
see his talent and passion towards communicat-
ing with elephants as so he was appointed as a 
mahout. Hi is particularly known for his 
courage and ability of managing ‘di�cult’ 
elephants. 

SUKLA DAS
Recipient of Mark Shand Mahout Awards, 2014 - Assam 

Born and brought up in Patosali village in Balipa-
ra Reserve Forest, Sukla is an extraordinary 
individual and mahout with immense tradition-
al knowledge about nature, wildlife and 
communities. Sukla is known for his forest 
stories and is also considered an expert 
boatman, guide and naturalist. He is very well 
informed regarding the whereabouts on every 
nook and corner of Nameri National Park.
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KIRON RABHA
Recipient Mark Shand Mahout Awards, 2014 - Assam 

Born in a family with a strong lineage of 
mahouts, Kiron was born with an inherent 
understanding of the gentle giants. His family 
has always had the legacy of capturing wild 
elephants. His upbringing was in an environ-
ment wherein he was fortunate enough to 
learn about all tricks regarding the mela shikar, 
traditional medicines and training of wild 
elephants. Kiron joined the forest department 
as a grass cutter in 1990, but was later promot-
ed as a mahout in 1999. Since then he has been 
serving and handling elephants, and in particu-
lar taking care of an impossible-to-handle 
elephant called ‘Kartik’.
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NAMITA KALITA
 Recipient of Special Forest Guard Awards, 2015 - Assam

 Recipient of Special Forest Guard Awards, 2015 - Assam

Posted at Ghorakati Range under Kaziranga 
National Park, Namita has been instrumental in 
resolving various di�cult situations arising 
within the park. Her passion and dedication for 
wildlife has led to her taking immense initiative 
in her work. She is also known to have great 
leadership qualities; one of the examples of her 
exemplary work was during the �oods that hit 
Kaziranga in 2014, wherein she tirelessly 
engaged in rescue operations of wild animals.  

DHARMISTHA MEDHI DAS
Posted in the Bonda Forest Camp under the 
Guwahati Wildlife Division, Dharmistha is a 
sincere and brave forest guard. She is particular-
ly well known for her dedication towards 
wildlife, and is also a part of the impressive 
lineup of Kaziranga’s forest patrolling person-
nel.  She has displayed tremendous leadership 
qualities and presence of mind during her 
patrolling duties. Her contribution to the 
wildlife of Bonda area is indispensable.

SPECIAL FOREST GUARD AWARDS 
Presented to forest sta� of Forest Departments for their exemplary service towards the 
protection of Fauna and Flora in National parks and reserve forests of the Eastern Himalayas.

Protector of the Nature Capital
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 Recipient of Special Forest Guard Awards, 2015 - Assam

 Recipient of Special Forest Guard Awards, 2015 - Bhutan
PEMA THINLEY
Pema’s multifaceted contribution to conserva-
tion through his work as a Range O�cer in 
di�erent beats in Bhutan has been proven to be 
invaluable. He has been providing law enforce-
ment and technical guidance to farmers and 
local government bodies in matters pertaining 
to wildlife and forestry. He is also involved in 
the working and implementation of 
human-wildlife con�ict mitigation measures in 
Bhutan. At present, Pema is the Range O�cer in 
the Tashichholing Range of Samste, Bhutan 
under the Department of Forest and Park Servic-
es, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, 
Thimphu.

AMAR SING DEKA
Amar sing has dedicated more than 25 years of 
forest service in Kaziranga Tiger Reserve. 
Known for his fearless attitude and nature, 
Amar joined as a Home Guard in Kaziranga 
National Park in the late 1990s. During the same 
time, he was also fatally attacked by a Wild 
Bu�alo while on duty. After recovering from the 
accident, Amar joined the department as a 
worker on protection duty to combat poaching 
activities inside the Park. Today, as a Forest 
Guard in Western Range, Bagori under Eastern 
Assam Wildlife Division, Amar continues to 
serve the forests and its wild animals, to protect 
it with the same zeal as he had begun in the 
1990s. His immense commitment towards 
protecting the park makes him an invaluable 
asset. 
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 Recipient of Special Forest Guard Awards, 2015 - Assam

 Recipient of Special Forest Guard Awards, 2015 - Meghalaya 

RAJEN PANIKA
Rajen joined the Forest Department of Kaziran-
ga National Park in December,1992 and since 
then he has dedicatedly and tirelessly worked 
towards protecting and conserving the forests 
and its wildlife. His alert and intuitive presence 
of mind has helped save several rhinos from 
being poached. Today, Rajen serves as a Forest 
Guard in Kaziranga, and he has contributed 
signi�cantly in the conservation of the Indian 
Rhinoceros.

SONTUSH A. SANGMA
Sontush has contributed towards Indian 
Wildlife by being at its service for more than 30 
years, tirelessly working in the Garo Hills of 
Meghalaya. Sontush has a very inspiring career 
and life graph, that includes joining the Megha-
laya Forest Department in 1985 as a muster roll 
employee, and then as a Forest Guard of 
Gateman Rank in the Balpakram Division, Garo 
Hills. On duty, Sontush has faced many loggers, 
militants and wildlife poachers during her 
service at multiple forest beats, always 
maintaining a calm and steady demeanor, 
leading his team from the front and ensuring 
their safety. Forest o�cials and community 
members, who are acquainted to him, take his 
name with immense admiration and respect. 
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ANNE WRIGHT
Recipient of Lifetime Service Awards, 2013
- Assam & North Bengal 

fortunately it evaded from getting shot. Anne 
felt strongly to bring about positive change 
contribute in their work which resulted in the 
initiative providing water to not just wildlife in 
its landscape but also 17 forest villages as well. 
She then encouraged CCF Shahi to give up his 
guns and resort to documenting of wildlife 
using cameras. After her stint in Bihar, she 
started working towards combatting illegal 
wildlife trade in Kolkata and uncovering the 
extent to which tigers were being killed illegally 
without proper hunting licenses, to facilitate 
the wildlife trade demand. Anne wrote an 
article for the Stateman in 1970 and New York 
Times in 1971 on the illegal trade of wild 
animals, especially tigers and leopards in India. 

Anne Wright was born the daughter of British 
ICS O�cer and she spent her childhood in the 
forests of Central India. She is also the founder 
trustee of World Wildlife fund for Nature – India, 
which she helped setup in the late 1960s. She 
was appointed by the late Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi as a member of the Tiger Task Force for 
Project Tiger in 1970. She then served for 19 
years on the Indian Board for Wildlife and was 
closely involved with the passing of the Wildlife 
Protection Act. She was awarded ‘Order of the 
Golden Ark’ and the ‘Most Excellent order of the 
British Empire’ for her contributions towards 
wildlife.

Her journey to being one of the initial pioneers 
to ‘Wildlife Conservation in India’ begun with 
her growing up in the Central Provinces (CP), 
among the jungles of Balaghat and Melghat, 
where she learnt about observing wildlife and 
other basic �eld skills that set her path towards 
becoming a vivid wildlife explorer. Her mother 
died at the age of 12 after which she did not 
visit India until she was 17 years old, when her 
father was posted as a Counselor to the First 
British High Commissioner of Independent 
India. She then married Bob Wright, a merchant 
from Kolkata and continued to live there with 
occasional visits to England. Initially, Anne and 
her husband would indulge in social hunting of 
wild animals in the forests of Bihar. She was 
even close to killing a tiger herself, but 

LIFETIME SERVICE AWARDS
Presented to an individual whose life has been devoted to the ecological welfare of the people of 
the Eastern Himalayas and whose philosophy and purpose have been guided by the need to 
protect, restore and care of nature. 
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Her articles were one of the initial documenta-
tions that highlighted the poaching and 
hunting scenario that India faced post-inde-
pendence.Anne was a member of the state 
wildlife boards of West Bengal, Sikkim, Orissa, 
Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, and 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. She is also a 
chairperson of the Rhino Foundation through 
which she has contributed towards saving the 
Rhinos of Northeast India.

social Impact: 
Anne’s initiative to provide waterholes in the 
forests of Bihar during the draught of 1968 had 
a very prominent impact on the Forest Depart-
ment of Bihar as it led to the Department 
providing water to 17 forest villages

Economic Impact: 
Kipling Camp, a sustainable wildlife 
tourism-based camp that she started, provides 
employment to local community members in 
and around Kanha National Park in Madhya 
Pradesh, India.

Ecological Impact: 
Anne was a part of the Tiger Task Force that was 
constituted in 1970 by late Prime Minister, 
Indira Gandhi along with other in�uential 
member’s like Dr. Karan Singh, Dr. M.K. Ranjitsi
nh, Zafar Futehally and Kailash Sankhala. She 
was a part of the team that helped declare 
India’s �rst nine tiger reserves. The program was 
funded by the Central Government and Guy 
Mountfort of WWF. The program required Anne 
to stay in two of the tiger reserves for three 
months each and she chose Palamau in Bihar 
and Manas in Assam. She was also in�uential in 
redrafting of the 1912 act that levied a �ne of 
Rs.50 for hunting tigers. A new Wildlife Protec-
tion Act Law was passed all over India except 
forthe states of Jammu and Kashmir, which
helped deter .hunting and poaching of wildlife 
in India. During her tenure as state wildlife 
board member of several  states in India, the 
board team pushed forward the creation of 
Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS) in Orissa 
in 1975, Dalma WLS in 1976, Gautam Buddha 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Bihar in 1976, Buxa Tiger 
Reserve in West Bengal in1983, Namdapha 
National Park in Arunachal Pradesh in 1983, 
Sundarbans National Park in West Bengal in 
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1984, Nameri in Assam in 1985, DibruSaikhowa 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam in 1986, Neora 
Valley National Park in West Bengal in 1986, 
Balphakram National Park in Meghalaya in 
1986, Chilka Lake in Orissa in 1987, and Jaldapa-
ra in West Bengal in 1990 
 

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

1983 Awarded the ‘Most Excellent order of the British Empire’

2013 Lifetime Service Award by Sanctuary Asia Magazine
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DASHO 
PALJOR J. DORJI
Recipient of Lifetime Achievement Awards, 2014  
- Bhutan

Called as the Godfather of Conservation in 
Bhutan, Dasho Paljor J. Dorji has had a distin-
guished career with the Royal Government of 
Bhutan, serving three kings in the capacity of 
Magistrate of Paro District 1969-1972, High 
Court Judge 1972-1974, acting Chief Justice of 
Bhutan 1974-1985, Chief Justice of Bhutan 
1985-1987, Deputy Minister for Social Services 
1988-1991, Ambassador to the United Nations 
and European capitals 1991-1994, Deputy 
Minister to the National Environment Commis-
sion 1994-1997. Dasho is also the Founder of 
the Royal Society for the Protection of Nature in 
Bhutan (RSPN), Bhutan’s First Environmental 
NGO and the Founder President of the Bhutan 
Ornithological Society as well as the Bhutan 
Ecological Society launched in the year 2010. 
He is also the Ambassador to the United 
Nations in Geneva, also accredited to Austria, 
Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Nether-
lands, EU (Brussels), IFAD (Rome), and FAO 
(Rome).

Dasho initiated the Bhutan Trust Fund and also 
facilitated multiple environmental conserva-
tion e�orts in the country. At present, Dasho 
serves as a Special Advisor to the National 
Environment Commission under a Royal 
Command from His Majesty the Fourth Druk 
Gyalpo.

Dasho is the Founder 
of the Royal Society 
for the Protection of 
Nature in Bhutan 
(RSPN), Bhutan’s First 
Environmental NGO 
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Social Impact: 
Dasho helped in improving lives of local 
communities in and around Protected Areas.

Ecological Impact: 
Dasho was involved in promoting and encour-
aging various conservation e�orts in Bhutan. 
He encouraged research studies and conserva-
tion-based conferences in Bhutan. Dasho was 
also involved in fundraising for the wildlife 
conservation work in Bhutan. He helped in the 
setting up of various environment-based NGOs 
for the welfare of wild animals. He has attended 
and spoken in various environment and conser-
vation-based conferences to support and 
promote the biodiversity of Bhutan.

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS
1988 Global 500 Laureate from UNEP, for his service

1994 O�cer Order of The Golden Ark Netherlands presented by the 
late Prince Bernhard
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B. M. KHAITAN
Recipient of Lifetime Achievement Awards, 2015 - Assam & North Bengal 

Brij Mohan Khaitan, also known as B. M. 
Khaitan, is the founder of the B. M. Khaitan 
Group. He heads McLeod Russel, the world’s 
largest tea company, and is known for his 
involvement in philanthropic activities for the 
welfare of community and wildlife. Mr. Khaitan 
is an eminent Industrialist and owns the 
Eveready Industries India, Ltd (EIIL). He is also 
involved in the manufacture of various metal 
and chemical products.  Mr. Khaitan is also 
called as the ‘Evergreen Team Man of India’ 
within the Tea Industry.
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Social Impact: 
Mr. Khaitan has been involved in the acquiring 
of various tea estates and companies in Assam 
and has managed to keep them in safe hands 
from being converted to plantations. He has 
also carried out several community 
welfare-based programs. 

Economic Impact: 
Mr. Khaitan has been involved in playing a 
crucial part in the making of McLeod Russel 
into the world’s largest tea company. He also 
was responsible in making Eveready Industries 
India, Ltd (EIIL) into India’s largest battery 
maker.

Ecological Impact: 
Mr. Khaitan is known to have helped carry out 
multiple soil-conservation programmes in 
Assam. He has also been involved in various 
programmes and initiatives to conserve the 
biodiversity around tea estates in Assam. Mr. 
Khaitan has also continuously supported the 
Assam Valley Wildlife Society to carry out 
Pygmy Hog and White Wood Duck conserva-
tion programs that helped in the revival of 
almost disappearing populations of the 
species. 

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

2015 Lifetime Achievement Award at the 3rd ET Bengal Corporate Awards



Editorial Team:

Ranjit Barthakur, Sanjid Dutta, Sangeeta Menezes, Robin 
Eastment, Mansi Parikh, Karishma Ahmed and Aristo Mendis

Designed by
 Pearline Veigas

1




	cover
	1_9_v8_3
	10_19_v8
	20_29_v8
	30_39_v8
	40_41_v8
	50_59_v8
	60_69_v8
	70_79_v8
	80_90_v8
	Page 91
	back

